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Arafat orders out 3 hostile MKs 

rtf M , '^T ) -P 31 ® 1 '"' 3 " loafer Yasser Arafai 
spelled three nghl-« 10 » Israeli members of Kttesset 
(MKs) from a meeting Tuesday after they refused to shake 
his hand, one of the three said. The three deputies were 
members of the Israeli parliament's interior affairs com- 
mmw. which was making a tour of Bethlehem when Mr. 
Arafat was also visiting the Palestinian self-rule town. The 
delegation was led by committee chairman Salah Tarif. an 
Arab- Israeli deputy from the opposition Labour Puny The 
three deputies who refused to shake Mr. Arafat's hand 
were Zeev Boim of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Likud bloc, Avraham Stem of the National Relieious 
Party and Benny Eilon of the far right group Moledet, all 
fervent opponents of the Oslo peace accords. “We didn't 
know that Mr. Arafat was scheduled to meet us.” Mr. Boim 
said on Israel radio after the incident. 
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Peres meets Arab diplomats in S.Africa 

JOHANNESBURG tAFPi — Visiting Israeli opposition 
leader Shimon Peres met .Arab dip) omuls here on Tuesday 
to discuss progress towards a Middle East peace seitlenient, 
die South African Foreign Mini sin said. Mr. Peres held 
talks with the ambassadors here of Palestine. Jordan. 
Egypt. Morocco and Tunisia at Johannesburg International 
airpon shortly before he left the country. South Africa's 
Deputy Foreign Minister Azi? Puhad arranged the 45- 
minute meeting as "a courtesy gesture" lW Mr Peres, whs' 
Itas been in South Africa since Saturday on an unofficial 
visit. "It was an opportunity to reinforce the message of 
pexe in this difficult time and die fact that Mr Peres was 
in the country' provided South Africa i with j a chance to reg- 
ister iLs commitment to the peace process." a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman said. "A* Mr. Pere.s was an architect of the 
peace process, it was especially opportune," he said. 
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Chirac arrives today 


Just peace only on basis of 
242 and 338, Crown Prince 


on first visit to Jordan 


Hope high for effective 
French policy in region 


France is more than a close 
friend to Jordan — envoy 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special m the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac arrives 
here today in his first visit 
to the Kingdom amid high 
hopes of an effective 
French policy in the Mid- 
dle East and stronger rela- 
tions with Jordan. 

President Chirac, arriving 
here this evening from 
RamaJlah as pan of a one- 
week tour to the region, 
will confer with His 
Majesty King Hussein in a 
one-to-one meeting. 

The French president will 
deliver a speech at the Par- 
liament on Thursday that is 
expected to highlight 


AMMAN — Islamic Act- 
ion Front (IAF) deputies, 
long-time critics of the 
West's “imperialist” poli- 
cies. are now welcoming, 
with great enthusiasm, 
French President Jacques 
Chirac and his govern- 
ment's recent initiative to 
raise the European profile 
in the search for Middle 
East peace. 

“If great France has 
changed its policies 

towards the Arabs why 
wouldn't the Islamists 

change their position 

towards France?” asks 


France's new Arab policy 
and its perceptions of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

"The meeting with Presi- 
dent Chirac is a source of 
delight to us. We receive 
the president while keeping 
in mind his positive initia- 
tives towards the .Arab 
World and the strong rela- 
tionship that binds the two 
countries." said Speaker of 
the Lower House Sa’d 
Hayel Srour. 

“We are still seeking 
more cooperation with 
France at all levels.” 

Mr. Chirac, who has 
expressed dissatisfaction 
over the American domi- 
nance in the Middle East, 
will mainly focus in his 


Islamic Action Front 
Deputy Haramaro Sa’eed. 
“Islamists would say yes to 
France if it succeeded in 
standing up to the U.S.,” 
Sheikh Sa’eed said. 

The apparent shift on the 
pan of the Islamists 
towards France stems from 
what they see as positive 
attitudes towards the Arab 
countries, especially since 
of President Chirac 
assumed power in May last 
year. Since then, the new 
president has adopted what 
is seen as a policy similar 
to that of the late General 
Charles de Gaulle towards 
the .Arab World. 

Hawks and doves within 



Jacques Chirac 


speech to Parliament on 
France's perception of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 
Entitled Islam and the 
Society, the speech will 
also tackle France’s “open 


the IAF. the largest political 
grouping in the country, 
who have given different 
signals about their attitudes 
towards the Kingdom’s for- 
eign policy, are now 
expressing collective 
enthusiasm at France’s 
“pro-Arab” initiatives and 
recent declarations. The 
most important reason for 
the Islamists to welcome 
the new French policy is its 
promise of breaking the 
U.S. monopoly over its 
guardianship. observers 
say. 

President Chirac, who 
will arrive here this evening 

(Continued on page 7) 


By a Jordan Times Stajf 
Reporter 

AMMAN — To Jordan. 
France has always been 
more than an ally and a 
close friend and with the 
coming to power of 
President Jacques Chirac, 
the bond has grown 
stronger and is likely to 
bring forth fruitful results, 
according to Jordan 
Ambassador to France 
Sharif Fawwaz Shuraf. 

“I have no doubt" that 
Jordanian-French coordina- 
tion will grow stronger, 
said Ambassador Sharaf in 
an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times. “The goodwill 
is there and the chemistry 
between His Majesty King 
Hussein and President 
Chirac is there.” 

President Chirac, on a 
tour of the region, will 
arrive here this evening 
and will address Parlia- 
ment on Thursday morning 
with the speech expected 
to focus on France’s new 
Arab policy. 

While the late French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand's policies towards the 
Middle East were rather 
“static.” the new Gaullist 
president, who took power 
in May last year, is deter- 
mined to animate a new 
Arab policy that restores 
confidence and credibility 
in France as an ally and a 
friend. Ambassador Sharaf 
said. 

“The late President (Mit- 
terrand) reached a point in 
internal and external poli- 
cies that could be described 
as static. President Chirac, 


on the other hand, has 
changed all.” he said. 

"As an observer of the 
European Union. 1 can 
appreciate very strongly the 
position of the ( new ) 
administration.” he said. 

France and Europe in 
general have been pushing 
for an effective role in the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
which has witnessed more 
downs than ups in recent 
months. The challenge 
before them has been main- 
ly how to transform and 
expand their financial and 
economic support for the 
countries of the region into 
real political clout. 

But Israel, especially 
under the leadership of the 
new right-wing govern- 
ment. _ has resisted attempts 
to strengthen the Euro- 
peans’ hand in the region. 
The Israelis have publicly 
expressed dissatisfaction 
over recent political initia- 
tives by Paris and other 
European Union (EU) capi- 
tals and showed a clear lack 
of desire to see a greater 
involvement by any other 
than the main peace broker, 
the U.S. 

"What Israel wants is not 
necessarily what it should 
get,” Ambassador Sharaf 
said. 

Jordan had not only wel- 
comed but had also urged 
for an increased French 
and European role in the 
region. 

“We think Europe should 
get involved in the region. 

I see no reason whatsoever 
for (any country) to try to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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IAF uncharacteristically enthusiastic 
over new French approach to Mideast 

By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special w the Jordan Times 


Kabariti receives 
messages from 
S. Arabia, Tlirkey 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Tuesday received a cable from 
Saudi Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz on bilat- 
eral relations and the latest 
developments in the region, the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, 
said. The message also praised 
security cooperation between 
the two countries, Petra said, 
adding that Prince Nayef 
stressed the importance of 
enhancing ties in various fields. 
Mr. Kabariti also received 
Turkish Ambassador to Jordan 
Ahmet Umar who relayed to 
him a message from Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller 
on bilateral relations and the 
recent developments in the 
region. Petra said. The Turkish 
message was also believed to 
have dealt with a pending visit 
to Jordan by Mrs. Ciller. 

J&erri reelected 
Lebanese speaker 

BEIRUT ( AFP) — Nabih Bern, 
head of the pro-Syrian Shiite 
Muslim Amal movement, was 
reelected Tuesday as speaker of 
the new Lebanese parliament 
for a four-year mandate. He 
obtained 121 out of a possible 
12S votes, with four members 
of parliament casting blank bal- 
lots and three deputies voting 
against him. Under Lebanon s 
confessional system of religious 
quotas. The speaker of parlia- 
ment must be a Shiite. The new 
parliament was elected in 
August and September polls for 
four years with an over- 
whelming majority of pro- 
Syrian members. Only about 
10 candidates not backed by 
powerful coalitions managed 
to get elected 


Israeli security irks 
French president 


Talabani wants 
immediate truce 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies! — A red-faced 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, teeth clenched and 
elbows flailing, snapped a 
sharp command to 
omnipresent Israeli security 
men during a visit to 
Jerusalem's Old City on 
Tuesday: ”Go away.” 

They ‘ignored the presi- 
dential decree, drawing a 
complaint from the ruffled 
French leader to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who apologised 
for any overzealousness in 
trying “to protect a friend." 

"“This is provocation. 
Stop this now. Do you want 
me to go back to my plane 
and go home to France?" 
Mr. Chirac protested in 
English to the head of secu- 


For Mr. Chirac, it was his 
first taste of the kind of all- 
embracing protection that 
has been in force in Israel 
for local and visiting for-r 
eign leaders since Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
assassinated by a right- 
wing Jew almost a year 
ago. 

He did not want it and he 
did not like it. 

“The president very 
specifically requested light 
security'," Mr. Chirac’s 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Colonna told reporters. 

She said: “The behaviour 
of Israeli security forces 
caused unacceptable agita- 
tion." 

Meeting Mr. Chirac later 
in the day, Mr. Netanyahu 


.ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Iraqi Kurdish leader Jalal 
Talabani said Tuesday that 
his Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) was ready to 
accept an unconditional 
ceasefire with the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) in nonhem 
Iraq. 

“I hope we are close to a 
ceasefire,” Mr. Talabani 
told reporters after talks 
here with U.S. assistant 
Secretary of State Robert 
Pelletreau ‘aimed at secur- 
ing a truce. 

”We have no conditions 
for a ceasefire.” the PUK 
leader said. “I agree to stop 
fighting tomorrow.” 

Mr. Talabani said he was 
ready to meet KDP leader 
Massoud Barzani and had 


heard that his rival could 
also agree to a truce. 

Mr. Pelletreau proposed a 
ceasefire plan to Mr. 
Barzani on Monday in a bid 
to end a recent spate of 
fighting between their two 
factions in Kurdish-con- 
trolJed nonhem Iraq. 

It was not immediately 
clear how and when a 
ceasefire might take place. 

The fighting — which 
has continued intermittent- 
ly since Mr. Barzani invited 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to intervene and 
help capture the main city 
of Erbil from Mr. Tala- 
bani's forces in late August 
— has hurt Washington’s 
anti' Baghdad efforts. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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World Bank to lend Jordan $120 million 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

AMMAN — The World 
Bank is expected to lend 
Jordan $120 million, rais- 
ing the bank’s assistance to 
the Kingdom this year to 
about $175 million, a bank 
official said Tuesday. 

Pan of the loan is expect- 
ed to be used in various sec- 
tors focusing on socio-eco- 
nomic development to help 
build what has come to be 
known as the “social safety 
net" — facilities that 
would help the needy and 
poor to absorb the short- 


term impact of economic 
reforms. 

Indirectly, the loan will 
free government funds and 
achieve a better national 
balance of payments to 
boost the Kingdom's for- 
eign exchange reserves. 

The loan, repayable in 1 7 
years with a grace of four 
years, will cany an annual 
interest of around seven per 
cent, said Inder Sud, head 
of the Middle East depart- 
ment of the bank. 

The World Bank, which 
borrows from the 
international market for 
relending, levies its actual 


cost of borrowing plus half 
a per cent on its loans. 

The rate is applicable to 
all debtors of the World 
Bank without distinction. 
Mr. Sud noted that the 
World Bank's current cost 
of 1 borrowing in 
international market was 
about 6.9 per cent. 

The $120 million loan 
will raise to World Bank 
assistance to Jordan in 1996 
to around $175 million. The 
bank has already lent Jor- 
dan $40 million to help the . 
Kingdom’s export sector 
and another unspecified 
amount is in the pipeline in 


loans to the tourism sector. 

“However, the $175 mil- 
lion is not an absolute fig- 
ure/’ said Mr. Sud, noting 
that the final amount of 
World Bank assistance to 
Jordan this year would 
depend on how soon addi- 
tional loans could be 
finalised. 

The World Bank loan is 
also expected to raise Jor- 
dan's foreign exchange 
reserves to nearly $8U0 
million, close to the target 
of $900 million, equivalent 
to three months of imports, 

(Continued on page 7) 


tells Sorbonne audience 


PARIS (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Monday 
that comprehensive and just 
peace in the Middle East 
can only be achieved by 
honouring U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 
and under the- formula 
of land-lbr-peaee. 

The Crown Prince said in 
a speech delivered at Sor- 
bonne University in Paris 
that “if the bulk of public 
opinion in Israel support.* 
the notion of peace based 
on agreed principles, as it 
docs, and if the peoples of 
the Arab World still yearn 
for comprehensive, just, 
and lasting peace, as they 
do. then the parries in the 


region will have to look 
beyond day-to-day event* 
toward* this long-term 
objective and deal with the 
situation at hand on that 
basis,.” 

The Crown Prince 
stressed that “conflict in the 
past had been the ruin of 
the region, and that it must 
not be the way of the 
future." 

However, the Crown 
Prince also warned that die 
underlying problems of the 
region must be addressed. 

“I do not believe that 
there will be another Arab- 
Israeli war. But any sce- 
nario which fails to address 
the underlying problems of 
the region would be equal- 


ly disastrous. A return to 
ihe no-war. no-peace status 
ili.n pnx'ecJcd the present 
peace process would 
destroy the economies of 
the region no les* surely 
than a war." he added. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
emphasised ihe need for the 
political process of negotia- 
tion to be backed up by the 
economic process of peace- 
building. a* embodied in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa tMENAi summit 
process. the Barcelona 
process. a> well as the cul- 
tural process of reconcilia- 
tion and mutual under- 
standing, a* embodied in 

i Continued on page 7) 


Ross reports ‘most promising’ 
talks on Hebron after putting off 
return home in surprise move 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross said Tuesday 
that 17 days of lsraeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 
were at their "most promis- 
ing” point yet as he decid- 
ed in a surprise move to 
extend his marathon medi- 
ation of the talks. 

Mr. Ross abruptly can- 
celled a midnight flight 
back to Washington in 
order to anend a late-night 
Monday session of talks on 
Israel’s long-delayed with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron which he 
said “was the most promis- 
ing discussion to date." 

• The U. S. diplomat said 
in a statement rhat he spent 
Tuesday "in consultations 
with both sides and ... will 
have another intensive ses- 
sion with them" in the 
evening. 

He said the late-night 
talks yielded "significant 
progress” on civilian issues 
connected to the Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron, 
now seven months behind 
schedule according to the 
1 995 Oslo self-rule 
accords. 

The reports of progress 
w'ere a last-minute surprise 


after Mr. Ross announced 
Monday he would end his 
intense mediation in the 
negotiations launched Oct. 
6 with the two sides still far 
from an accord for imple- 
mentation of the Hebron 
pull-out. 

Meanwhile, the Palestin- 
ian team huddled with Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat in 
Ramallah w'hile the Israeli 
side was due to meet Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu for consulta- 
tions ahead of the 
evening’s talks. 

Both leaders earlier 
evoked the possibility' of a 
summit meeting in order to 
cap off a Hebron accord, 
although neither set a 
timetable. 

"1 said several days ago 
that the negotiations were 
near to conclusion, it was 
true then and it’s true 
today." Mr. Netanyahu said 
during a press conference 
with visiting French Presi- 
dent Jacques' Chirac. “1 
hope that when we are on 
the home stretch, a meeting 
with Arafat can wrap up 
these negotiations.” 

Mr. Arafat, quoted by 
Palestinian Television, said 
he was "prepared to meet 


Mr. Netanyahu when he is 
ready to implement the 
ageements." 

Talks have focused on 
Israeli demands that the 
blueprint for the Hebron 
withdrawal laid out in the 
Oslo accords be changed to 
provide greater security 
guarantees for 400 Jewish 
settlers living amid 
Hebron's 120.000 Pales- 
tinians. 

Israel was to have with- 
drawn from SO per cent of 
the city last March, leaving 
only a force to protect Jew- 
ish settlements, but hand- 
ing civilian control in the 
entire city to the Palestini- 
ans. 

Along with scronger secu- 
rity. Israel now demands 
greater civilian control 
than is provided for in the 
Oslo agreements to prevent 
Palestinians front having 
municipal authority over 
Jews. 

In particular, Israel was to 
hold the reins on fijture 
expansion of the settle- 
ments and to limit Palestin- 
ian building near the Jew- 
ish areas. 

The Palestinians refuse 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli ambassador sees Hebron 


deal signing ‘in next few days’ 

Kabariti meets Shimon Shamir; envoy says 
progress also reached on trade and transport 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Ambassador to Jordan 
Shimon Slumir said Tuesday dial Israel 
and the Palestinians were close to agree- 
ment on an Israeli deployment front the 
West Bank town of Hebron and a formal 
accord could be signed in the "next few 
days.” 

Mr. Shamir also told Jordan Television 
after a meeting with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kahariti that Jordanian- Israeli com- 
mittees hud also made progress in expand- 
ing trade between the Kingdom and the 
Jewish state as well as the Kingdom and the 
Palestinian National Authority i PNA). 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, said that 
during the meeting Ambassador Shamir 
briefed Mr. Kubnrili on the progress 
achieved in the Israeli- Palestinian negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Shamir told Jordan Television: 

"There is a substantial progress in talks 
with regard to the town of Hebron. There is 
an agreement between the two sides on 
security issues and that the agreement on 
(Israeli.) redeployment in Hebron will be 
signed within the next few days." 

His Majesty King Hussein is closely fol- 
lowing the developments in the negotia- 
tions. Throughout last week and this week. 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and U.S. 
Middle East coordinator Dennis Ross have 


kept him informed of progress in the nego- 
tiations. 

On Monday, the King was in touch with 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Ross as well as Israeli 
Prime Nlinister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
emphasising the need to bridge all differ- 
ences between the two sides. 

Mr. Shamir told Jordan Television he dis- 
cussed with Mr. Kabariti “.several issues of 
common concern" and that "in die past few 
weeks joint Jordunian-Israeli committees 
held meetings which resulted in .substantial 
progress on expanding trade” between the 
two countries and between Jordan and the 
PNA. 

Agreement was also reached between 
enhancing transport links between Jordan 
and Israel, he said, adding that the two 
sides agreed to launch flights between 
Haifa and Amman. 

The ambassador's comment indicated a 
slow thaw in relations between Jordan and 
Israel following what Jordanian officials 
described us a “crisis of confidence" 
between the two following Israeli actions in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

It was the first reported meeting between 
Mr. Kabariti and Ambassador Shamir after 
the prime minister summoned the diplomat 
in late September and lodged a strongly- 
worded protest against Israel's “unilateral 

(Continued on page 7) 



fie & Middle Hast News 


Emir of Qatar names 
18 -year-old officer 
son as crown prince 


DOHA f AFP) — The emir 
of Qatar on Tuesday 
appointed his 18-year-old 
son, a graduate of a British 
military academy, as crown 
prince, a post that had been 
vacant since a bloodless 
palace coup last year. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Khal- 
ifa Al Thani named his third 
son Sheikh Jassem. as the 
new heir to the throne after 
consulting his other sons and 
tribal chiefs, the official 
Qatari News Agency (QNA) 
said. 

Sheikh Jassem. a Qatari 
array officer who returned 
home after graduating from 
Britain's elite Sandhurst 
Military Academy last 
month, was appointed for his 
“competency and efficien- 
cy.” a decree from the emir 
read. 

It was the first step in a 
reshuffle of the country's 
top jobs expected to intro- 
duce changes to its vital 
energy industry. 

Sheikh Qassera, a second 
lieutenant in the Qatari army, 
is one of four sons of the 
emir. Diplomats and officials 
said the emir was also 
expected to name his broth- 
er, Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
Khalifa AJ Thani. prime 
minister. 

Western-educated Sheikh 
Abdullah was named deputy 
prime minister and interior 
minister after Sheikh Hamad 
toppled their father. Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad Al 
Thani, in June 1995. 

The new emir himself had 
been prime minister since 
then. 

The decree naming the 
crown prince said the emir 
consulted other members of 
the royal family, the largest 
single family in Qatar, about 
the appointment as well as . 
tribal leaders, members of 
the consultative council and 
the armed forces. 

Diplomats and officials 
hud said on Monday the emir 


was expected to announce 
this week a cabinet reshuffle 
that was widely expected to 
include setting up a supreme 
council of energy to replace 
the energy and industry min- 
istry. 

The current minister. 
Abdullah Ben Hamad A l 
Attiyah, who has held the 
energy portfolio since 1992 
and heads most of Qatar’s 
energy projects, may move 
to the public health ministry. 
The emir was expected to 
head the new council him- 
self. officials said. 

Qatar is a small oil 
exporter whose native popu- 
lation of 120.000 is among 
the world's richest with 
gross national product of 
$22,000 each. Some 440.000 
foreigners, mostly from the 
Indian subcontinent and 
Iran, work in Qatar. 

Qatar’s oil reserves are 
overshadowed by its natural 
gas deposits which are 
exceeded only by those of 
Russia and Iran. 

The diplomats and offi- 
cials said the looming cabi- 
net reshuffle, which had 
been expected in September, 
gained momentum after the 
ruling family said on Sun- 
day it had ended a row over 
billions of dollars missing 
from the treasury since the 
former emir was ousted. 

They said the changes 
were prompted by the need 
to give adequate representa- 
tion to different sections of 
the ruling Al Thani family, 
whose members currently 
hold 11 of the 19 cabinet 
posts. In the reshuffle. For- 
eign Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jassem Ben Jabr Al 
Thani. may be named deputy 
prime minister. The minister 
of state for defence. Sheikh 
.Hamad Ben Abdullah Al . 
Thani. may be moved to the 
interior ministry with the 
same rank. 

Some new faces were also 
expected in the reshuffled 


cabinet. 

The diplomats and offi- 
cials said the settlement 
between the emir and the 
father he deposed helped 
consolidate Sheikh Hamad's 
power and paved wav for the 
expected appointments. 

They said the deposed 
emir was expected to return 
to Qatar soon as part of the 
settlement over the disputed 
accounts. Unofficial esti- 
mates say the sum controlled 
by the deposed emir ranged 
from $3 billion to $7 billion. 

Commenting on the 
expected changes in govern- 
ment. a political source said: 
“It’s the first time in Qatar's 
history that there is a separa- 
tion between the powers of 
the emir and head of govern- 
ment." 

Qatari political sources 
expressed surprise at Sheikh 
Jassem's appointment not 
only because his eldest 
brother Sheikh Mishaal was 
passed over for the job but 
also because he had previ- 
ously played no political 
role. 

“He never showed any par- 
ticular political interest.” a 
Qatari political source said, 
asking not to be named. 

On the other hand. Sheikh 
Mishaal travelled to Russia. 
Japan and China with the 
foreign minister, while sec- 
ond son Fahd achieved 
prominence after he fought 
on the frontlines with Qatari 
forces during the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

The youngest son Tamim. 
17, had also appeared next to 
his father during negotia- 
tions with Saudi Arabia to 
resolve a border dispute. 

But a Western diplomat 
stressed that Sheikh Jassem 
was viewed as well quali- 
fied. ‘Tie's well educated. 
He speaks English fluently. 
He spefeks French fluently.” 

The 46-year-old Sheikh 
Hamad is also a graduate of 
Sandhurst. 


Aid group alarmed over Afghan health 


GRENOBLE (AFP) — 
Afghanistan is facing a 
humanitarian crisis this 
winter, as health facilities 
struggle to cope with des- 
perate shortages amid the 
country's civil war. a 
French medical charity 
said Tuesday. 

Medecins du Monde said 
the implementation of strict 
Islamic law by Taleban 
militia in Kabul was not 
helping, depriving hospitals 
of female staff in an 
already difficult situation. 

“Public health is threat- 
ened in this country.” said 
doctor Guy Causse, who 
said the charity had been 
forced to reduce its services 


by half since the Taleban 
arrived. 

“Winter is going to be ter- 
rible in Kabul. There is no 
heating. Families are liv- 
ing on tea and bread. Half 
the children are suffering 
from malnutrition or infec- 
tions. We are facing a seri- 
ous humanitarian crisis.” 

The Taleban seized Kabul 
on SepL 27 after an II 
month siege. Under their 
strict religious codes, the 
city’s 25,000 female work- 
ers have been ordered to 
stay at home and wear the 
veil. 

“Women can no longer 
get treatment, because there 
are no women to treat the 


women.” said Dr. Causse, 
estimating that about 10 per 
cent of women workers 
are defying the religious 
laws to go to work. 

Hospitals already reduced 
to rubble by 16 years of war 
are being even further 
stretched. “Resources for 
paediatric services are 
down by 75 per cent, as 
are those for women,” said 
Dr. Causse. just back from 
the war-tom country. 

The charity is still 
employing about 50 women 
for its work, transporting 
them around in minibus. 
But said causse: “From 
now on we can only cope 
with emergency cases.” 



Kurdistan Democratic Party fighters sit atop an armoured personnel carrier near the north- 
ern Iraqi town of Rany in northern Iraq amid heavy fighting on several other fronts with the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (Reuters photo) 

Iraqi dissidents airlifted to Guam 


DIYARBAK1R (AFP) — 
Nearly 600 Iraqi dissidents 
left here Tuesday en route 
for the U.S. territory of 
Guam where they will be 
considered for political asy- 
lum. local sources said. 

The group, who had been 
evacuated from northern 
Iraq at the weekend. left 
Diyarbakir for the U.S. air- 
base at Incirlik in southern 
Turkey. 

They were to have left for 
the Pacific Island of Guam 
on Monday. No reason was 
given for the delay, nor any 
indication as to how long 
they would stay at Incirlik. 

On Monday, U.S. State 
Department' spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said they 
would be interviewed on 
Guam to confirm whether 


Turkey insists 
no Turks in 
its casinos 

ANKARA <R) — Turkey's 
Islamist-led government has 
demanded stricter implementa- 
' tion 6Tits recent hah on Tories’ 
• entering. the- country's casinos, an 
interior ministry spokesman said 
on Tuesday. 

He said Interior Minister Mehmet 
Agar had sent a note to all provin- 
cial governors warning them to 
tighten identity checks ar casinos 
to keep lurks oul “According to 
some press reports, customers' 
passports are not being checked 
when they enter the casinos,” 
spokesman Ibrahim Saracoglu 
told Reuters. The government last 
month ordered that Turks be 
excluded from casinos, saying 
that families were being broken 
up by gambling. There are also 
wide concerns that the gambling 
industry is used for money laun- 
dering. Leading figures in the 
casino industry, which depends 
primarily on domestic gamblers, 
have protested at the ban. Casino 
revenues have already been hit by 
a previous order that restricted 
weekday opening hours and 
imposed a dress code. Casinos do 
goal business in touristic areas on 
the Aegean and Mediterranean 
coast. 


they would be granted 
political asylum in the 
ITnited States. 

He said he expected the 
“overwhelming majority” 
would be given asylum. 

However, more than 100 
of the refugees, whose 
evacuation started Satur- 
day. returned to northern 
Iraq after being turned 
away, the local sources 
added, saying they did not 
know the reason why they 
had been refused entry. 

The dissident are for the 
most part members of the 
Iraqi National Congress 
(INC), a coalition of groups 
opposed to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

They fled the towns of 
Erbil and Sulaimaniveh 
after they were captured by 


the Baghdad-backed Kur- 
distan Democratic Pam 
(KDP) from the Patriotic 
Linion of Kurdistan (PUK). 

In the ebb and flow of 
fighting since then, the 
PUK has managed to 
retake Sulaimaniyeh but 
not Erbil, where the INC 
was based. 

The United States. Britain 
and Turkey have urged the 
two Kurdish factions to 
agree to an immediate 
ceasefire. 

Robert Pelletreau. the 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern 
affairs, was due to meet 
Tuesday with PUK leader 
Jalal Talabani. He met 
KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani on Monday. 


Algerian forces kill 
five, seize bombs 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Algerian security forces 
.killed five miiitantsand 
seized about 100 home- 
made bombs at Megtaa- 
Kheira between Kolea 
and Zeralda west of 
Algiers. .Al Watan daily 
reported Tuesday. 

Monday’s operation 
followed* several bomb 
attacks by suspected 
extremists in the region 
since the middle of the 
year, in which more than 
40 people have died and 
almost 200 others were 
injured. 

Reports also said the 
death toll from a clash on 
Monday between securi- 
ty forces and two sus- 
pected fundamentalist 
gangs in the ideally dis- 
trict of .Algiers was 13 
among the armed extrem- 
ists. 

The mayor of central 
Algiers, Ali Boucetta. 
was fatally wounded by a 
stray bullet. 

On Oct. 1 1 , a blast at a 
Kolea market killed 10 


people and injured more 
than 70 others. 

Several' other, bombs 
were defused in a work- 
ing-class.. estate close to 
the market. On July 20. 
five people were killed 
and 30 wounded in an 
explosion at a cafe in the 
same town. 30 kilometres 
west of Algiers. 

A carbomb in a street 
market at Boufarik. about 
10 kilometres south of 
Kolea, killed 27 people 
and wounded more than 
70 on Sept. 27. 

Muslim fundamental- 
ists have waged a guerril- 
la war against the secular 
regime since the cancel- 
lation in January 1992 of 
the second round of gen- 
eral elections the now 
outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. 

Some 50,000 people, 
mainly civilians, have 
been killed, according to 
Western estimates. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rifkind to visit Israel. Palestinian territories 

LONDON i AFP' — British Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Ritkind will make a tour of the Middle East Nov. o-6, includ- 
ing MsiLs 10 Israel and the Palestinian temtones. the Untied 
xjsb Emirate*. »L : AEi and Yemen, the foreign office 
announced Tuesday, it said Mr. Ritkind. who last visited Israel 
and the territories a year ago. * ould meet on Nov. 3 with Prime 
Minister Benvamin Netanyahu and Foreign Minister David 
Lew and in Gaza with Palestinian lender Yasser Arafat. He 
was* to go to the UAE Nov. 4-5 and Yemen Nov. 5-6. holding 
laifci. with officials on regional and security issues including 
recent developments in Iraq, --ud die foreign office. In the 
UAE Mr. Ritkind was ro give a speech focusing on “progress 
for peace, prosperity and progrts>ti in the region. Mr. Rjfkind 
said in a statement his nip to Israel and the Palestinian territo- 
ries would be focusing on die peace process. “I will he rein- 
forcing with the Israelis and the Palestinians the need for 
urcent progress, our support lor the efforts b\ the parties to 
reach a just and durable peace settlement, and our willingness 
to work with our friends in die region to achieve that out- 
come." he said. 

Two losers protest Kuwaiti election result 

KUWAIT CITY I .AFP i — Two candidates who failed to win 
seats in Kuwait's parliamentary elections arc cm testing the 
result saving, illegal voters swung the poll against them, news- 
papers said on Tuesday. Liberal candidate All Ai Baghii and 
tribal candidate Saadoun AI Oiaihi. who stood in different con- 
stituencies for the Oct. 7 poll to the 50-seat national assembly 
have submitted petitions to the constitutional couns. Mr. Bagh- 
ii. who was campaigning for reeleciion. is claiming that some 
people were illegally registered in his constituency, and these 
voters pushed him behind the two winners and a third candi- 
date. Kuwaiti papers said. Mr. Otuibi. who came third in his 
constituent . claims some voters included members of the 
armed forces or policemen who are not allowed to vote under 
the electoral laws that also exclude women and some natu- 
ralised Kuwaitis, the papers added. About 107.000 men were 
eligible to vote in the poll, which returned a pro-government 
dominated parliament that held its first sitting on Sunday. The 
papers said the constitutional courts will assess both claims to 
see if there were enough illegally registered voters to change 
the result and to determine if new polls should be held. Revotes 
were held in two constituencies after the 1992 elections fol- 
lowing similar complaints by losing candidates. 

Geneva clamps down on Saudi building plans 

GENEVA i AFP) — Swiss authorities have put a stop to con- 
struction work at the huge lake leman property of Saudi .Ara- 
bia's King Fahd. judicial sources said. Police closed the con- 
struction site on Monday, alter a Swiss court ruled in favour of 
lakeside inhabitants who have opposed the king's large-scale 
projects on his vast property for years. Tne incident is the latest 
in a series of stops and delays since King Fahd decided be 
would build eleven low-riase villas around his lakeside palace, 
in which he has never lived as it w as too small to fit his numer- 
ous escort. Besides the villas, expected to cover a total surface 
of 0.6 hectares . the king planned garages to house a fleet of 
expensive cars, and an underground network of tunnels linking 
one building to the next. Bernard Ziegler, a former Geneva 
councillor who has headed the campaign against King Fahd's 
plans, applauded Monday’s intervention, saying some people 
had “a slight tendency to overlook the law.” those who oppose 
the king’s plans argue dun they cannot be undertaken on the 
lakeside so close to the forest. Earlier this y ear the king was 
fined 20.000 Swiss francs i$ 15,000 i for allowing some 20 
trees to be cut down to make room for his project. 

Secret Palestinian reports sent to settler 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — A Jewish settler on the West Bank 
claims to have received by fax numerous confidential reports 
addressed to Yasser .Arafat by the Palestinan secret service, it 
was reported Tuesday. The Israeli newspaper Ycdiot Aharanot 
published on Tuesday a reproduction of one of the faxed mes- 
sages allegedly received by Rubi Steiner, a resident of ihe Alfei 
Menashe settlement in the nonhem West Bank. In one fax 
dated Ocl 16. Palestinian negotiators tell Mr. Arafat that U.S. 
mediator Dennis Ross "is supporting Israeli positions and we 
can t count on the Llnited Stales to pressure Israel after the 
upcoming (.American) elections.” the newspaper said. The 
same fax reportedly advised Mr. .Arafat "to use the visit of 
French President Jacques Chirac to build European pressure on 
Israel over the issue ol Israel’s delayed withdrawal from 
Hebron. Several of the faxes bore the signature of Mohammad 
Dahl an, head of the secret service in Gaza and a leading nego- 
tiator on security matters. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Muppei Show 

14:30 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 

15:00 Pyramide 

15:30 Serie — 

Les Compagnons de L' Ad- 
venture 

16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

16:30 Blizzard Island 

17:00 News Flash 

17:15 The Adventures 

17:30 Kelly 

18:00 Ushuaia 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 ..Magazine — Sports 
Et Musique 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Four Seasons 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 -NBA 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Drama — Bugs 

23:15 Hart to Hart 

23:59 ..Comedy — Who is 
the Boss? 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:23 : Fajr 

05:40 (Sunrise)Duha 

11:20 Dhuhr 

14:30 Asr 

17:00 Maghreb 

18:17 -isha 

CHURCHES 
St. Mary °f Nazareth 
Church S weifieh, Tel . 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 


Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 77 I 75 1 . 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Laffer- Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Chinch of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tion?. will prevail with skies 
partly cloudy. There will be a 
chance for scattered showers 
particularly in the northern 
pan of the Kingdom and winds 
southwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will he 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 


moderate and seas calm. 


Aqaba .. 
Deserts. 



661111 


.13/22 

Civil Defence 

Immediate 

.20/31 

Rescue 63034 1 


.12/25 

Civil Defence 

Emergency 

.18/30 

199 



Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 31 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 46 per 
cent. Aqaba 50 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Ayman Al Mimtaseb 875748 
Dr. Abbas Al Hakim S85446 
Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 602507 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah 
847351 

Firas pharmacy 6619(2 

Ferdows pharmacy ...8902S0 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

AI Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 625672 

Najib pharmacy 

847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh 
250080 

AI Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hilal A I Sayy id 

986702 

Khalifeb pharmacy ...985417 * 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 


Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints S97467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

{directory assistance - ) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 
8138 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal .Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

Al-Bastur. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
6022413/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(091990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


Hospital 


(03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07 :Q0 Damascus ( RJ ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 Lamaca iRj) 

09:10.. .Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

15:50 Madrid (RJ) 

16:30 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ j 

l ? :00 Paris (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:00 ...Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 
18:10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:15 London. Vienna (Rjj 

18:15 Rome (RJ) 

23=00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

-3:30 Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo(RJ) 

03:25 Singapore. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

10:00 ...Sanaa. Hudavdah (IY) 


11:15 Jeddah iSV) 

12:00 Karachi. Abu DhabiiPK) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

12:40 Abu Dhabi iGF> 

13:30 Tunis <TUi 

14:00 Vienna (OS) 

15:20 Algiers (AH) 

18:00 Dubai (EK» 

19:40 London. Beirut ("BA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 .Tel Aviv i LY ) 

21:35 Lamaca (CY > 

22:20 Amsterdam iKLi 

22:30 Athens lOA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
18:45 ..Tel Aviv <QAIA) (RW) 

departures 

10:00 Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:45 Istanbul { RJ I 

19:20 Colombo(RJ) 

10:4 ^ BeiruifRJ) 

20:10 Cairo! RJ) 

20:10 ...Riyadh. Dhahran i RJ j 

20:25 New Delhi (Rj) 

20:30 Calcutta.Bangkok(RJ) 

20:30 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

2L15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

04:00 Casablanca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Amsterdam(KL) 

O 7 : 45 Beirut(ME) 

08=15 London(BA) 

11:00 Sanaa (IY) 

12:45 JeddahfSV) 

13:15 Beirut, AbuDhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

13:30 ..Bahrain, AI Ain(GF) 


Tunis(TU) 


Vienna(OS) 


—— « ShariqahlAHJ . 

19:00 Dubai(EK) J 

21:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:30 Lamaca) CY) 

23:20 Amsierdam(KL) 

03:00 Athens lOA) 

Royal Wings (RW*) Flights 
19:30 Aqaba (RW) 


UppcrAower price in fils per kg. 
Annie. _ 7nft/S(M 

Banana. 

300/500 

Banana (mukhammar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported). ..360/650 

Cabbase . 110/60 

Carrot 

380/150 

Cauliflower. 

.270/180 

Cucumber (larce) .... 

150/100 

Cucumber (small) 

330/170 

Eggplant 

.....240/130 

Garlic 

Grapes 

.....700/550 

.450/420 

Guava 

Lemon 

.....500/350 

...,350/200 


Marrow (large) 200/140 1 

Marrow (small) 330/220 j 

Mulukhiah . 220/110 1 

Onion (green) 380/180! 

Onion (diy) 140/80 j 

Okra .850/500 ! 

O^e 380/400 ' 

Pepper (hot) 350/200 I 

Pepper (sweet) 300/180 

Pomegranate 360/250 } 7 

Potato -.330/240 : 

Spinach 300/180 ■ 

String Bean 55(H350i 

Tomato „...240/l60 j 
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Home News 

Foreign labourers taking up 
too many jobs — minister 


AMMAN U .T.) — The Minister of Labour 
Tuesday complained that guest labourers in 
Zarqa, most of them working without valid 
permits, are taking up positions that could 
be occupied by the govemoraie's 1 000 
registered unemployed residents. 

The total number of cuest workers there 
sajd Minister Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 
while on visiting the govemorate, is esti- 
mated to be 40.000, and of those onlv 2.410 
hold work permits. 

The guest workers outnumber unem- 
ployed Jordanians by 70 per cent. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh met with local officials 
to discuss labour-related issues and said 
that the govemorate has 2.522 institutions 
and private firms employing about 41.550 
workers in the private sector and another 

45.000 as civil servants. 

The Ministry of Labour has issued 27S 
orders to foreign workers without valid 
work permits to leave the country, but only 
50 per cent of the workers in question have 
been deported so far. said Dr. Shakhanbeh. 

A source at the Ministry of Labour told 
the Jordan Times last week that the min- 
istry was seeking to reduce the estimated 

400.000 foreign workers in the Kingdom to 
around 100.000 and has recently imposed 
bans employing foreigners in 15 trades and 
professions ranging front nursing to hair- 
dressing. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh said the ministry was 
implementing government directives stipu- 
lating that clean-up crews in private com- 



RL^SSIAN-JORDANLAN TIES: Speaker of the Senate .Ahmad Lawzi Tuesday 
meets with President of the Union of Russian Friendship Societies Yuri Parascinov 
to review and promote relations with the federation (Petra photo; 

Islamic Hospital proposes establishment 
of medical waste incinerator 


AMMAN i Petra; — Call- 
ing the amount of waste 
generated by hospitals, lab- 
oratories and blood banks, 
"dangerous.” the Islamic 
Hospital on Tuesday 
requested a central incinera- 
tor for the Amman gover- 
norate to dispose of such 
hazardous material. 

The hospital announced 
the submission of a memo- 
randum to the requisite 
authorities for such mea- 
sures to be taken. 

Head of the hospital’s 
maintenance department 
Bassam Masaadeh claimed 
an urgent need for the pro- 
posed incinerator as these 
institutions produce toxic 
waste estimated at 1.3 to 1.5 
tonnes daily. 

He said that a copy of the 
memorandum was sent to 
the various ministries con- 


cerned with the issue. 

Medical waste and other 
substances following surgi- 
cal procedures as well as 
syringes and other materials 
are considered as most haz- 
ardous to the general public 
because they are mediums 
for disease transmission, 
Mr. Masaadeh said. 

Although some hostpitals 
do have their own incinera- 
tors for the disposal of med- 
ical waste. Mr. Masaadeh 
claimed that many still have 
no alternative means of dis- 
posal other than collection 
by municipality sanitation 
pick-up trucks. 

He said the memorandum 
suggested that the proposed 
incinerator be located 
somewhere along the ring 
road surrounding Amman 
or any other location select- 
ed bv the Amman Munici- 


pality provided it would be 
distant enough from resi- 
dential areas to avert conta- 
mination from smoke emis- 
sions. The incinerated med- 
ical waste can then be 
dumped with other ordinary 
refuse, he added. 

According to Mr. 
Masaadeh, the cost of 
building and operating such 
an incinerator is estimated 
at JD500.000 and would 
benefit every hospital. 

Hospital Deputy Director 
Ahmad Qasem said rhe 
Islamic Hospital has an 
incinerator which weekly 
consumes about 1.400 kilo- 
grammes of waste. 

He said that the process 
results in a 90 per cent 
reduction of the original 
waste load. 


Ministry suspends allowance of 13 inspectors 


By Rana Husseini 

Special f/i«f Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Ministry of 
Supply official source Tues- 
day announced rhe 
allowance suspension of 13 
employees at the ministry 
for a one-year period as a 
penalty for misuse of a pub- 
lic post. 

“We have received sever- 
al complaints from business 
owners during the past three 
months that some ministry 
employees were abusing 
their post for personal bene- 
fit” the ministry official 
said. 

The 13 employees, all 
shop and restaurant inspec- 
tors. have been found by a 
ministry investigative com- 
mittee to have been abusing 
their authority during the 
past few months, according 
to the ministry' official. 

He explained that the 
inspectors' jobs is to 
respectfully check on shop- 


keepers’ prices, supplies 
and validation dates to duly 
enforce ministry regula- 
tions. 

“Inspectors are supposed 
to first indicate violations to 
offending parties but If 
there is a pattern of such 
mistakes the inspectors will 
issue a fine.” he explained. 

Two weeks ago, street 
vendors and merchants in 
various sections of Amman 
complained of having been 
harassed by inspectors 
working for’ the Greater 
Amman Municipality and 
the Ministry of Supply. 

The business owners 
charged that inspectors of 
both" departments were 
actively probing minor 
infractions and that inspec- 
tors were capriciously issu- 
ing fines. 

These allegations were 
denied by officials from 
both departments. 

■The inspectors are not 
perfect, and some might 


perform their duties proper- 
ly while others make mis- 
takes,” an official told the 
Jordan Times in a recent 
interview. 

The business owners’ 
complaints came less than a 
week after municipality and 
Ministry of Supply inspec- 
tors were allegedly attacked 
in two separate incidents by 
business-owners while on 
duty. 

The official called on 
shopkeepers and citizens to 
report inspector miscon- 
duct saying that any offi- 
cial found guilty of such 
misconduct will either be 
issued a warning, receive a 
salary deduction, or risk 
losing his/her job. 

“The ministry takes every 
complaint seriously, and 
will take the legal and nec- 
essary action against those 
who either abuse or offend,' 
the ministry official told the 
Jordan Times. 
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panics and hospitals can be made up of no 
more than 10 per cent foreign labour. 

As for the government, he said that no 
department currently employs foreign 
labour but that problems remain with the 
University of Jordan, Muta University and 
Yarmouk University. 

Official figures show that unemployment 
in Jordan is nearing 15 per cent, but unoffi- 
cial estimates claim it is up to 20 per cent. 

Dr. Shakanbeh announced that a three- 
day conference on labour wages will be 
held next month by the Arab Labour 
Organisation (ALO) in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Labour. He said he hoped 
that the meeting will help the ministry set a 
minimum and maximum wage for labour- 
ers. 

He urged the Zarqa Govemorate ’s firms 
and institutions and the municipality of 
Zarqa to help adjust the labour market by 
monitoring all work areas, including street 
vendors, and to halt the issuance of street 
vending licences to foreigners because the 
law prohibits foreigners from such activi- 
ties. 

During the visit. Dr. Shakhanbeh was 
briefed by Governor Eid Qatameh on the 
labour situation in the govemorate. 

The minister later toured several factories 
and firms urging their managements to help 
apply the Labour Law. He also visited a 
vocational training centre where he was 
briefed on its programmes. 


Kabariti, commerce officials discuss 
formation of new economic council 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Tuesday empha- 
sised the private sector’s 
role in economic develop- 
ment as well as the need lo 
join with the public sector 
in this regard. 

Mr. Kabariti’s remarks 
came during a meeting 
attended by the Presidents 
of the Federation of Jor- 
danian Chambers of Com- 
merce, the Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry and the 
Jordan Businessmen's 
Association. 

The prime minister dis- 
cussed the formation of an 
economic council with pri- 
vate sector representatives 
which would follow up on 
economic policies and leg- 
islation. 

The proposed council 
would be headed by the 
prime minister himself and 
would include members 
representing related min- 
istries in addition to the 
private sector. 

Private sector represen- - 
tutives said the proposal 
would provide an effective 
tool for tracking progress 
in the implementation of 

Irsheidat 
encourages 
tourism 
to visiting 
Belgians 

AQABA (J.T.) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsheidat urged visit- 
ing Belgian tour operators 
and travel agents to encour- 
age more of their compatri- 
ots and other Europeans to 
visit Jordan.’ 

The minister Tuesday 
accompanied the visitors to 
the city of Petra following a 
visit to Aqaba and said that a 
total of 7.400 Belgian 
tourists visited the Kingdom 
last year. 

He stated his hope that this 
number will increase and 
said that the Petra region has 
recently accelerated con- 
struction of hotels and other 
facilities, which in turn will 
help boost the tourist indus- 
try. 

Dr. Irsheidat told the visi- 
tors that the private sector 
has been instrumental in 
organising group visits. 

He emphasised Lhe King- 
dom's bounteous archaeo- 
logical treasures. 

"We look for support from 
our Belgian friends whom 
we consider as partners in 
helping Jordan attract more 
visitors from Belgium and 
Europe to enjoy trips to the 
Dead Sea and health spas 
here," said Dr. Irsheidat. 

He said that Jordan enjoys 
stability and security; two 
essential elements for eco- 
nomic progress, that its peo- 
ple are hospitable and that 
the country annually wit- 
nesses increased tourism. 

According to the minister, 
Jordan earned $700 million 
in tourist revenues last year 
and registered 1.074 million 
tourists. 

He also said that the gov- 
ernment was providing 
incentives and support to 
facilitate investments in 
hoiels and other tourist affili- 
ated organisations. 

Director of the Aqua Mari- 
na Hotel in Aqaba Simon 
Khouri briefed the visitors on 
tourist facilities in Aqaba, 
Wadi Rum, Petra and other 
tourist sites. 


economic policies and leg- 
islation. 

The proposal is to be 
minutely discussed during 
a future two-day retreat, 
proposed by the prime 
minister and slated to dis- 
cuss economy-related 
issues. 

Yesterday’s meeting also 
covered topics such as 
economic regulatory' Jaws 
while private sector repre- 
sentatives lauded govern- 
ment efforts to further Jor- 
dan's economy. 

In a press statement fol- 
lowing the meeting, the 
president of the Jordan 
Businessmen’s Associa- 
tion Hamdi Tabba’a said 
that yesterday’s meeting 
with the prime minister 
w as directed toward secur- 
ing a cooperative mecha- 
nism between private and 
public sectors. 

President of the Federa- 
tion of the Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
Haidar Murad lauded gov- 
ernmental efforts to 
advance the national econ- 
omy and thanked Minister 
of Justice Abdul Karim 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Tuesday meets with President of the .Iordan 
Businessmen's Association Hamdi Tabba'a, President of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry Khaldoun Abu Hassan and President of the Fedcrati'm of Jordanian Cham- 
bers of Commerce Haidar Murad (Petra photo) 


Dughmi for appointing a 
notary public at the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce, maintaining dial 
this might facilitate com- 


mercial transactions. 

Amman Chamber of 
Industry President Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan 
described the meeting as a 


i nde io reconsidering 
«..onomic ieei-lation in 
order to bridge any gaps 
hampering economic 
progress. 


Experts review radiation protection methods 


.AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan Engineers Association 
(JEA) President Hosni 
Abu Ghaida Tuesday 
called for increased coor- 
dination between spe- 
cialised global organisa- 
tions in curtailing radiation 
and protecting the environ- 
ment. 

Speaking at the opening 
session of "Scientific 
Day,” held at the Profes- 
sional Associations Com- 
plex, Mr. Abu Ghaida 
maintained as a critical 
issue that Jordan adopt a 
strategy on radiation and 
nuclear waste protection. 

“The Kingdom has 
already approved national 
strategies for environmen- 
tal protection in agricultur- 
al. industrial, energy and 
other fields, as well as the 
means to combat desertifi- 
cation but what remains 
undone is protective mea- 
sures against radiation 
caused by nuclear waste,” 
said Mr. Abu Ghaida. 

"The JEA is concerned 
w-ith environmental pro- 
tection which is menaced 
by sundry pollutants 
including noxious gases, at 
times dumped in residen- 


i. 


«n 

‘ifei 


!.! 




>U ! ! 

a 






■jrai 


v 


\ 


•I 

( '' 








Minister of Public Works and Housing Abdul Hadi Majali (third right) Tuesday 
attends a scientific conference presided over by Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) 
President Hosni Abu Ghaida (fourth right) (Petra photo) 


rial areas, and other organ- 
isations which unload both 
solid and liquid waste and 
pollute underground water 
resources, destroy trees 
and increase the salinity 
level of the soil,” he added. 

The association presi- 
dent maintained that it is 
each individual's responsi- 


bility to help protect 
against environmental 
menaces and should not 
fall on engineers alone. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali addressed the >es- 
sion describing nuclear 
techniques as being con- 
stantly upgraded and that 


nuclear applications exist 
in agriculture, industry, 
water, medicine and the 
environment. 

The meeting participants 
deliberated issues regard- 
ing radiation and its varied 
effects as well as human 
protection from the ravs. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


World Bank meets planning officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — A visiting World Bank delegation 
Tuesday met with senior government officials at the 
Ministry of Planning and discussed problems and 
obstacles facing the Implementation of World Bank- 
supported projects. The delegation also held another 
meeting with the ministers of health and planning to 
discuss a working paper prepared by the World Bank ro 
develop the health sector. 


Iraqis visit educational institutions 

AMMAN (Petra ; — A visiting Iraqi delegation here on 
an orientation tour of Jordan's educational institutions 
Tuesday visited the National Centre for Human 
Resources Development, the National Information 
Centre and the Computer Technology, Training, arid 
Industrial Studies Centre at the Royal 'Scientific Society 
(RSS). The team is seeking to obtain First-hand infor- 
mation on Jordan's educational .database, and the coun- 
try’s experience in the area of technology transfer. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

♦Two films entitled "Snstiene Pereira" < Pereira Holds) and 
Regain di Natale (Christmas Present) at ihe Roval Cultural 
Centre at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. respectively" 

FILM 

*"A Passage to India” at the British Council at 7:00 p.m. 
LECTURE 

•“Novelty and Heritage in Arabic Literature" by Dr. 
Nadim Na’imeh at Abdul Hamecd Shomun Foundation. 
Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Egyptian products exhibition at the International Exhibi- 
tion Centre. Marj A I Hamam, until Oci. 29. 

* Exhibition of "Visual Forms” by Abdul Lauf Al Smoodi 
at BaJadna An Gallery'. Gardens Sr., until Oct. 30 


UiflHBE TflMRRI & SONS CO. 

AGENTS OF FRANCE LAIT AND RAG LAIT 

WELCOMES 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF FRRNCE 

JRCQUES CHIRRC 

AND THE ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION 
ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR VISIT TO THE 
KINGDOM AS GUESTS OF 

HIS MHJESTV KING HUSSEIN 


Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Al Hassan. 
President of the Young Muslim Women's 
Association, has delegated Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sumaya Al Hassan to inaugurate the 11 th 
Italian Film Week in Jordan organised by the 
Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Culture. The 
Italian Film Week will take place from October 22 and 
until the 29th, 1996 at the Main Theatre at the Royai 
Cultural Centre. All films are in Italian with English 
subtitles. Entrance ticket is one dinar for adults and 
500 fils for students. Proceeds to go to the Young 
Muslim Women's Association Centre for Special 
Education. The YMWA Centre dor Special Education 
caters for 175 mentally challenged students. It offers 
education and training for its students in woodwork, 
ceramics, weaving, horticulture and window washing. 
Most students enrolled at the Centre are unable to 
meet the full cost of their education and student fees 
alone cover only 10% of the Centre's running cost. 
The Centre depends heavily on donations from its 
generous sponsors. The YMWA's fund-raising 
activities and Sanations have allowed the Centre to 
continue to serve the less privileged members of our 
community. 
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India, Australia humiliated 
in Security Council voting 
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UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— In two major diplomatic 
setbacks at the United 
Nations. India and Australia 
Monday suffered humiliat- 
ing defeats in voting for 
separate rotating Security 
Council posts. 

Amid charges of dollar 
diplomacy levelled against 
Tokyo. India was trounced 
in a 142-40 vote by eco- 
nomic giant Japan in the 
first round of secret ballot- 
ing by the General 
Assembly for the annual 
replacement of five non- 
permanent Council mem- 
bers. 

Australia, which Friday 
bad been confident of a nar- 
row victory, was crushed by 
Portugal by 124 votes to 57 


in a second round. 

Diplomats said the result 
marked a personal defeat 
for U.N. Ambassador Rich- 
ard Butler, criticised for his 
manner by his peers who 
have nicknamed him "the 
Pope.” 

Following Monday’s vot- 
ing. Costa Rica. Kenya. 
Japan. Portugal and Sweden 
will become non-permanent 
members of the 15-member 
Securitv Council from Jan. 
1. AH' but Portugal were 
elected in the first round 
Monday. 

Indian Ambassador Pra- 
kash Shah expressed sur- 
prise and disappointment at 
the result, noting that even 
Japanese diplomats had 
expected the battle of the 


Asian rivals to run to two 
rounds. 

Mr. Shah told AFP that he 
had received encourage- 
ment from many states who 
had apparently switched 
allegiance at the last minute 
in the secret ballot. 

Japanese representative 
Nobuyasu Abe meanwhile 
said there was “no ground*’ 
for the suggestion that To- 
kyo had effectively bought 
votes at the United Nations. 

Mr. Butler, flanked by for- 
mer Prime Minister 
Malcolm Fraser at a news 
conference, offered ’ no 
immediate explanation for 
his own stunning defeat, 
saying that the “idiosyncrat- 
ic” result defied all logic. 

The voting comes one 



Japanese United Nations Ambassador Hisashf Owada (left) shakes hands with Chile’s 
Ambassador Juan Somavia after Japan was elected by the General Assembly to a 
two-year terra on the Security Council Monday, at U.N. Headquarters in New York 
(Reuter photo) 


Taiwan vows to intercept any 
Japanese planes near disputed islands 

TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan islands from helicopters protests in China and 
Tuesday vowed to intercept Friday, to demonstrate their Taiwan after a Japanese 
any Japanese planes which “rightful claim over the right-wing group erected a 
fly into its air defence zone Diaoyus." lighthouse on one of the 

near disputed islands in the The activists. who islands in July. 

East China Sea claimed by revealed their intentions But Tuesday’s comment 

China. Japan and Taiwan. Sunday, have said they are was the first by Taiwanese 
“For any unidentified willing to risk their lives to defence authorities over the 
planes intruding into our Air complete the “mission,” but disputed archipelago, which 
Defence Identification Zone Taipei has asked them to is believed to lie over rich 
(ADIZ), the armed forces remain calm, promising that gas and oil deposits, 
will adopt the set proce- it will not “give up" the Mr. Fu declined to com- 
dures by ... intercepting islands and negotiate sover- ment on press reports that 
them to ensure the safety of eignry with Japan. Chinese warplanes had sur- 

our airspace.” said Fu Hui- Mr. Fu said the military veyed the area around the 
Ku, deputy director of the would not send warplanes Diaoyus. illegally entering 
Defence Ministry Combat to escort the activists but Taiwan’s air information 
Department. added “we will not refuse to zone. 

The disputed islands, rescue them should mishaps Taiwan's air information 
called Senkaku in Japanese occur." zone covers the islands, but 

and Diaoyu in Chinese lie in Taiwan's government has its ADIZ does not. The 
Japan's ADIZ, which is said it does not support the archipelago falls within 
only one degree, or 55 nau- helicopter protest, amid Japan's ADIZ, just one 
tical miles, from Taiwan's worries that it could degree, or 55 nautical miles, 
ADIZ. increase tension in the area from Taiwan’s ADIZ. 

Japan has said it will and its aviation department Defence official have said 

immediately scramble war- has yet to approve the it would be easy for 

planes if Taiwan activists go activists’ plans. Japanese warplanes to cross 

ahead with a plan to drop Japan’s claim to the archi- over into Taiwan's ADIZ 
Taiwanese flags over the ■ pelago ignited into scores of zone by mistake. 


protests in China and 
Taiwan after a Japanese 
right-wing group erected a 
lighthouse on one of the 
islands in July. 

But Tuesday’s comment 
was the first by Taiwanese 
defence authorities over the 
disputed archipelago, which 
is believed to lie over rich 
gas and oil deposits. 

Mr. Fu declined to com- 
ment on press reports that 
Chinese warplanes had sur- 
veyed the area around the 
Diaoyus, illegally entering 
Taiwan’s air information 
zone. 

Taiwan's air information 
zone covers the islands, but 
its ADIZ does not. The 
archipelago falls within 
Japan's ADIZ, just one 
degree, or 55 nautical miles, 
from Taiwan’s ADIZ. 

Defence official have said 
it would be easy for 
Japanese warplanes to cross 
over into Taiwan's ADIZ 
zone by mistake. 


China slams Taiwan for 
allowing Independence Party 


BEIJTNG (R) — China Tuesday slammed 
Taiwan for failing to crack down on a new 
opposition party seeking independence for 
the island and warned that separatism was 
“a road to death.” 

“Not only do the Taiwan authorities fail to 
ban the formation of the Taiwan 
Independence Party, but they also tolerate 
it,” a spokesman for the Taiwan Affairs 
Office under the state council, or cabinet, 
said. 

“The self-proclaimed anti-independence 
stand of the Taiwan authorities is a double- 
faced practice that deceives others as well 
as themselves.” the official People's Daily 
quoted the spokesman as saying. 

Beijing has regarded Taiwan as a rebel 
province since Mao Zedong's Red Army 
defeated and drove Chiang Kai-Shek’s 
Nationalist troops into exile in Taiwan at 
the end of the Chinese Civil War in 1949. 

A group of Taiwanese activists plan to 
break away from Taiwan’s main opposition 
party and form the Taiwan Independence 
Partv on Dec. 12. 

China has threatened to invade if Taiwan 


declared independence. China conducted 
missile tests and war games off Taiwan last 
March in the run-up to the island’s first 
direct presidential elections to cow Taipei 
into abandoning any dreams of indepen- 
dence. 

“Taiwan independence is a road to death 
that cannot be walked because it is' 
blocked,” the spokesman said. 

The spokesman described the party as a 
“reactional political organisation” with the 
explicit purpose of splitting the motherland. 

“The Taiwan authorities should adopt 
realistic anti-independence action as soon 
as possible. Compatriots on the two sides 
are waiting to see/’ the spokesman said. 

“The Chinese government and the 
Chinese people will definitely not sit back 
idly and do nothing about it." the 
spokesman warned. 

“Their scheme will never succeed,” he 
said of the new party’s drive for indepen- 
dence. 

Taiwan says it is committed to reunification, 
but stresses that this cannot be achieved 
overnight and says China must democratise. 


month after Australia suc- 
cessfully spearheaded the 
adoption by the General 
Assembly of a global 
nuclear test-ban treaty. India 
attempted to block the 
treaty's adoption, but Mr. 
Shah said that this did not 
appear to be a factor 
Monday. 

Mr. Butler, asked where 
he would look for an expla- 
nation. replied: “You can do 
that in two ways, you can 
look into the system of the 
election, or you can look 
into yourself. 1 guess we’ll 
probably do a bit of both." 

Mr. Butler criticised the 
future composition of the 
Security Council where 
European Union states 
would continue to be well- 
represented following 
Monday's vote — in addi- 
tion to permanent members 
Britain and France, Portugal 
and Sweden will serve two- 
year terms as rotating states. 

Australia. Portugal and 
Sweden had been in a three- 
legged race to represent 
“Western European and 
other” states. 

The Security Council will 
have a “real deficit," Mr. 
Butler said, explaining that 
“our part of the world is not 
on the Council where it 
should have been.” 

Portuguese Ambassador 
Pedro Catarino, who 
according to diplomats 
staged an intensive and 
“convivial” campaign, says 
he wants his country to be 
“a bridge between north and 
south." 

Mr. Butler pointed to 
press reports suggesting that 
his rival had been engaged 
in “dirty tricks,” but said 
there was “no hard evi- 
dence” of vote-buying. 

The Security Council has 
a total 10 rotating and five 
permanent members. 
Britain, China. France. Rus- 
sia. and the United States 
hold veto power in the 
Council as permanent mem- 
bers. 

The outgoing . rotating 
members are Botswana. Ge- 
rmany. Honduras. Indonesia 
and Italy. 


Yeltsin to 
undergo 
surgery in 
November 

ROME (AFP) — The heart 
operation on Russian Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin will go 
ahead at the end of Novem- 
ber. U.S. cardiologist Mi- 
chael Debakey said in a 
newspaper interview Tues- 
day, ruling out any chance 
that the surgery might be 
delayed or cancelled. 

However, asked by the 
Italian paper Corrirere Della 
Sera what constituted the 
prinicple element of risk in 
the operation. Dr. Debakey 
said that the rate of blood 
flow in Mr. Yeltsin's left 
ventricle was still not suffi- 
ciently high. 

Dr. Debakey is advising 
the team that will conduct 
the operation on Mr. Yeltsin 
and was in the Russian capi- 
tal last month. The renowned 
heart surgeon. who is now in 
houston, texas, was inter- 
viewed by the paper by tele- 
phone from Moscow. 

Dr. Debakey. who told the 
paper he would return to 
Moscow for the operation, 
said all pre-surgicai prepara- 
tions were going along as 
expected and the “presi- 
dent’s health is improving 
constantly." 

The operation on Mr. 
Yeltsin’s heart will take 
place in “late November," 
sometime during the last two 
weeks of the month, he told ’ 
the paper, adding that the 
possibility that the operation 
might be delayed or can- 
celled was “currently com- 
pletely ruled out” 

Some Russian media have 
reported that Mr. Yeltsin’s 
heart is in such poor condi- 
tion that surgery would be 
not only ineffective but dan- 
gerous. Echo Moscow radio 
reported in mid-October that 
the president had such a low 
haemoglobin level that car- 
rying out the operation 
would be impossible. 



United Kingdom shipbuilding group Vosper Thomycroft unveiled its new Sea Wraith 
Stealth Corvette at the Euronaval exhibition. The Sea Wraith, seen as an artists con- 
ception:, contains features which far exceed the Stealth capability that exist in current 
warships with shaped topsides and composite materials with conducting surfaces 
(Reuter photo.) 

Stealth warships steal 
limelight at naval show 


PARIS (R) — Just as the 
submarine changed the face 
of naval warfare in World 
War II. Europe's ship- 
builders are hoping a new 
breed of “Stealth" warships 
will do the same in the 21st 
century. 

At a trade fair at the busi- 
ness airport of Le Bourget. 
north of Paris, three ship- 
builders were presenting 
their own version of combat 
ships with the ability to hide 
and deceive the enemy. 

Britain's Vosper Thomy- 
croft was due Tues-dav to 
unveil its design for the sea 
Wraith Corvette at the 
Euronaval exhibition, 
which gathers the world's 
navies. 

Baesema. a joint venture 
between British Aerospace 
and France's Sema Group, 
launched its Cougar Coastal 
Corvette project Monday. 

And French state-owned 
DCN shipyard presented its 
La Fayette frigate which it 
boasted was the first opera- 
tional warship fully to use 
stealth features in its design. 

Stealth warships use simi- 
lar principles to the radar- 
beating technology devel- 
oped by the U.S. aircraft 
industry and used in the 


1991 Gulf war against Iraq. 
The diamond-shaped FI 17 
and batwtng B2 bombers 
were designed to absorb or 
deflect radar. 

But traditionalists who 
admire the sleek greyhound 
lines of warships would be 
dismayed to see the flat, 
angular shapes forced by 
the stealth technology 
which makes modem ships 
mere “platforms” for wea- 
pons and detection systems. 

The La Fayette uses a 
slab-sided superstructure 
and non-merallic composite 
materials to confuse radar 
and missiles. 

The second of eight La 
Fayette-class ships ordered 
by Taiwan entered service 
last week, while Saudi 
Arabia has also ordered the 
French ship. 

But the British are in hot 
pursuit with their own 
designs for a new genera- 
tion of stealth vessels, 
which they say they are 
ready to build now. They 
have set their sights firmly 
on export markets for the 
first customers. 

“We believe this is the 
warship of the future and all 
warships will need to use 
these techniques," Brian 


Spiiman. Vosper's manager 
of Future Projects 
Shipbuilding, told Reuters. 

The Sea Wraith design 
puts the distinctive clutter 
of mast, radar dishes and 
aerials inside flat-sided 
towers and has shaped top- 
sides. rather like diamond 
facings, to make it hard for 
radars to lock on. It also 
uses non-reflective compos- 
ites. 

Sea Wraith can alter its 
“radar signature" by lower- 
ing or raising the mast, 
making it difficult to recog- 
nise the craft. 

Two asymetrically-Iocat- 
ed masts are meant to con- 
fuse radar-guided missiles. 

To counter new infra-red. 
or heat-seeking, missiles, 
the ship sprays a fine mist 
of water to conceal itself 
and its “hot spots” such as 
the exhaust. 

Baesema is showcasing 
the Cougar Patrol vessel, 
which uses low-acousrie 
wateijer propulsion instead 
of traditional noisy engines 
which are easily picked up 
by sonar. 

Its low. angular lines are 
typical of stealth designs for 
throwing off radar beams. 


Lithuania’s Landsbergis savours comeback 


VILNIUS (R) — Vytautas 
Landsbergis. who spear- 
headed Lithuania's 1990-91 
drive for independence, was 
headed for coalition talks 
Tuesday and savouring his 
comeback against his ex- 
communist foes. 

Mr. Landsbergis and his 
Homeland Union Party woo 
the most votes in a first 
round of parliamentary ele- 
ctions, unsealing the former 
Communists of the Lith- 
uanian Democratic Labour 
Party in a sweet revenge for 
his defeat at the polls in 
1992. 

With 1.495 of the 2,037 
voting districts counted, the 
Homeland Union had taken 
29 per cent of the first round 
vote. The former Com- 
munists were third, just 
under 10 percent. 

Mr. Landsbergis named 
Gediminas Vagnorius as 
candidate fpr prime minis- 
ter, a post he occupied in 
1991. They will have to 
assemble a coalition in the 
141 -seat parliament to form 
a government. 

“We can say that our party 
won a victory in the first 
round and we do not think 
that after all the votes are 
counted there will be any 
significant changes that 
could affect our leading 
position," Mr. Landsbergis 
said. 

The short, stocky former 
music professor was the 
unlikely leader of the Baltic 
state's dramatic move to 


independence from the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

He gained admiration for 
himself and his people by 
standing np to Moscow, 
especially after 1 3 people 
were killed by Soviet troops 
on an attack on Vilnius tele- 
vision tower, protected by 
ordinary people behind 
makeshift barricades. 

But his popularity pluraet- 
ted when the economy col- 
lapsed and the indepen- 
dence movement was riven 
by faction fighting. A 
humiliating electoral defeat 
in 1992 was compounded 
when ex-Communist Alg- 
irdas Brazauskas won the 
presidency in 1993. 

The former Communists 
conceded defeat Monday 
and said they were ready to 
serve in opposition. “The 
people put more hope in us 
than we could objectively 
fulfill," said speaker of par- 
liament Cheslovas 

Jurshenas. 

A turnout of just 55 per 
cent — compared with 
1992's 75 per cent — took 
some of the shine from Mr. 
Landsbergis’s win. 

The Homeland Union is 
expected to ally itself with 
the Christian Democrats, 
second-placed on just over 
10 per cent, in a right-wing 
coalition. It may also invite 
the Centre Union, fourth at 
eight per cent. 

As Mr. Landsbergis pre- 
pared for talks on a coali- 
tion, President Brazauskas 


appealed for stability. 
“Continuity is an impera- 
tive and the new govern- 
ment should continue the 
work of the previous gov- 
ernment." Mr. Brazauskas. 
who is now without party 
affiliation, said on Lithua- 
nian radio. 

The ex-Communists had 
regained power on promises 
to ease the pain of reform to 
a market economy. But 
instead of fulfilling populist 
pledges, they followed a 
path of austerity charted by 
the international monetary 
fund. Economic gains 
resulted but critics com- 
plained of corruption and 
croneyism. 

The government was 
badly hurt in a banking cri- 
sis last year when a former 
prime minister withdrew his 
personal savings from a 
bank days before it shut. 

“We want to see a 
Lithuania as different as 
possible from the Lithuania 
under Communists." Mr. 
Landsbergis. told reporters. 

“The Lithuania under ex- 
Communists was no differ- 
ent from the Lithuania 
under Communists.” 

The first round of the vote 
decides 70 of the 141 seats 
in parliament under a pro- 
portional representation 
party list vote. 

The remaining 71 seats 
are decided on a majority 
vote and a second round run 
off will be held on Nov. 1 0. 


South African general will seek 
pardon after admitting abuses 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — A former 
South African police chief said Tuesday that 
he planned to apply for amnesty after admit- 
ting invoi.vement — and implicating former 
President Pieter Botha — in a 1988 bombing 
and the killings of anti-apartheid activists. 

General Johan Van Der Merwe told the 
truth and reconciliation commission 
Monday that Mr. Botha had ordered the 
1988 bombing that injured 23 people of 
Khotso House, the Johannesburg headquar- 
ters of the anti-apartheid South African 
Council of Churches. 


Gen. Van Der Merwe testified that Mr. 
Botha may also have been involved in an 
operation under which booby-trapped hand 
grenades made their way into the hands of 
anti-apartheid activists. 

The general, who stepped down as head of 
the South African police shortly after the 
country’s historic 1994 elections endine 
white minority rule, told the SAPA news 
agency that he planned to apply to the truth 
commission for a legal pardon, but would 
wait first to see if he was accused of more 
crimes. 


Mrs. Clinton 
disagrees with * 
husband on golf 

WASHINGTON fR) — 
First lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton Monday admitted 
to having some disagree- 
ments with her husband, 
particularly when it comes 
to watching movies and 
sports — and definitely 
when it comes to playing 
golf. Asked to describe 
areas where she and Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton dis- 
agree. she said that she had 
tried "to become a golfer" 
to share the pasttime her 
husband loves, but it was 
doomed by a disasterous 
date she had had as a 
teenager. “1 don't like vio- 
lent movies.” Mrs. Clmiou 
said in an interview from 
Washington with Michael 
Jackson” a host with Los 
Angeles radio station 
KABC. “He finds them 
relaxing. I think that's kind 
of a male thing." 

Israel to wing 
home smuggled 
African parrots 

TEL AVIV i Rj — Twenty- 
five rare parrots smuggled 
to Israel aboard a ship from 
West Africa will make their 
way home to Ghana this 
w eek on a British Airways 
flight. Israeli officials said. 
The African grey parrots, 
an endangered species pro- 
tected by international law, 
would fetch up to SI. 200 
each on the legal market, 
according to Bill Clark, the 
Israeli Nature Reserve 
Authority's delegate to 
Interpol’s subgroup on 
wildlife crime. The birds 
were seized several months 
ago by Israeli authorities at 
the port of haifa. Their 
return was delayed- by a 
quarantine period, and an 
investigation to determine 
their origin. No one knows 
how many are left, as much 
of their homeland in West 
Africa is inaccessible. 
Interpol figures show- 
wildlife crime is second 
only to drugs in contraband 
activity and is more lucra- 
tive than contraband of 
electronics. 

Gandhi’s letters go 
on sale in London 

LONDON (R) — A collec- 
tion of writings by indian 
nationalist leader Mahatma 
Gandhi. which were " 
stashed in a cupboard in 
Madras for nearly 50 years, 
are to be sold in London, 
auction house Phillips said 
Monday. Many of the 450 
handwritten papers are 
scrawled on the backs cf 
envelopes or old letters by 
the environment-conscious 
leader, who led 350 million 
Indians in a non-violent 
campaign against British 
rule. They include many of 
the speeches Gtiandi made 
in the six months before be 
was assassinated in 1948. 
Ghandi’s former secretary, 
V. Kalyanam. kept the writ- 
ings in his home and is now- 
selling them to raise money 
for a Hindu charity, which 
wants to build a ijew tem- 
ple. They are expected iv 
raise up ro £1 millinr 
pounds (SI. 60 million). 

Polish explorer 
sets out to cross C 
Antarctica 

WARSAW (R) — Polish 
polar .explorer Marek 
Kaminski flew to Chile 
Monday where he will set 
out on a gruelling solitary 
trek across Antarctica, pub- 
lic television said. He said 
he planned to embark on 
his 3,000-kilometre march 
from Berkner Island to the 
Ross Sea in late October or 
early November. Poland’s 
largest-selling daily Gazeta 
Ewyborcza listed four 
other trekkers. who plan io 
set out at the same time, as 
Norwegian explorer 
Bourge Ousland, Briton Sir 
Ranulph Twisieton-Wykfi- 
ham Fiennes. Korean Cho 
Ouyo and an unnamed 
Frenchwomen. “There is > 
no rivalry involved, the £ 
Antarctic is no race course” 
Mr. Kaminski said. 
“Everyone is going 
because they love it very 
much and that's all there is 
to it." 
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An Orange County fireman rescues family photos from a burning car and home at a wildfire in the Lemon Heights 
area of Tustin. California. Monda>. The blaze, driven by hot. dry Santa Ana winds, burned or destroyed 20 homes 
ui a two square mile area (Reuter photo i 

California wildfires threaten Malibu 


MALIBU, California (R i — 
Firefighters battled through 
the night into Tuesday 
against wind-driven wild- 
fires that cut a path of des- 
truction from the mountains 
to the sea and sent thou- 
sands fleeing the celebrity 
enclave of Malibu. 

It was the biggest of three 
major blazes that altogether 
consumed about 1 3.000 
acres (‘5,300 hectares) ac- 
ross southern California 
Monday, damaging or des- 
troying more than 30 homes 
and dozens of other struc- 
tures. 

Malibu was the focal 
point of a massive firefight- 
ing effort early Tuesday 
after a two-mile- wide 
(three-km-wide) wall of 
smoke and flame roared ac- 
ross the Santa Monica 
mountains to the edge of the 
Pacific Ocean, threatening 
seaside ■ mansions and 
beachfront bungalows. 

With the fire continuing to 
burn out of control, more 
than 1,500 firefighters des- 
cended on the area along 
with a small fleet of water- 


dropping tanker planes and 
helicopters. 

While many residents 
heeded Lhc call to evacuate, 
some of the city's most 
famous homeowners stayed 
behind to defend their prop- 
erties. 

Actress Shirley MaClaine 
watered down the roof of 
her home to protect it from 
flames that licked danger- 
ously close by. 

After nightfall, it appeared 
to have weathered the threat 
but was covered with ash 
and cinders. “My place is a 
mess.” she told Los Angeles 
TV station KCBS. 

The Fire started Monday 
— almost three years after 
southern California's devas- 
tating firestorms of 1993 — 
near the suburb of Calaba- 
sas. 56 kilometres northwest 
of Downtown Los Angeles. 

Fuelled by fierce, dry San- 
ta Ana winds, flames raced 
to the coast in less than six 
hours, scorching nearly 
9,000 acres (3,600 hectares) 
along the way. The blaze 
spread so fast that authori- 
ties were unable to provide 


reliable damage estimates. 

Fire officials said they had 
confirmation of destruction 
of at least one large home, 
several sheds and two mo- 
bile homes, but TV news 
helicopter pilots reported 
seeing at least 20 structures 
burned. No deaths or inju- 
ries were reported. 

Authorities said they had 
no clues to the cause of fire. 

Earlier Monday, a wind- 
whipped blaze destroyed 10 
homes and damaged 19 oth- 
ers in an exclusive neigh- 
bourhood in the hills of 
Orange County southeast of 
Los Angeles. Officials be- 
lieve it was caused by a 
downed power line. 

Firefighters were also bat- 
tling a 4.500-acre (1.800- 
hectare) blaze that des- 
troyed at least 10 structures, 
some of them houses, north 
of San Diego, officials said. 

Hundreds of other homes 
were reportedly, threatened. 

THe Calabasas' wildfire 
brought back memories of 
the Malibu fires of 1993 in 
which three people died and 
about 350 homes were des- 


troyed. 

Authorities credited tou- 
gher safety standards, better 
planning and sheer luck 
with limiting the damage 
this time, but with more 40 
mile-per-hour (65-kilome- 
tres-per-hour) wind gusts 
expected Tuesday, they 
w ere far from ready to dec- 
lare victory. 

Malibu, a trendy town 
best known as a haven for 
the rich and famous, looked 
more like a war zone as it 
struggled with its second 
major fire disaster in three 
years. 

Black smoke billowed 
skyward, sometimes reduc- 
ing visibility' to a few- feet, 
and gray ash fell like rain. 
The scenic Pacific coast 
highway was closed to nor- 
mal traffic to allow emer- 
gency vehicles to rush from 
one hot spot to another. 

Emergency shelters were; 
opened., but - many of the.’ 
town's well-heeled evac- 
uees chose to seek refuge at 
hotels further inland or at 
the homes of friends and 
relatives. 


Cambodian premier tours Khmer Rouge base 


PAILIN. Cambodia (R) — 
Cambodian Co- Premier 

Hun Sen visited Khmer 
Rouge heartland Tuesday 
and assured villagers and 
dissident guerrillas they can 
keep their land and weapons 
when Pailin comes under 
government control. 

“No one can take your 
land, we will not seize it 
from you.” the premier told 
a crowd of 3,000 civilians 


and breakaway rebels who 
had gathered at the Ratiana 
Sophoan Temple in this 
war-ravaged town near 
Cambodia’s northwest bor- 
der with Thailand. 

Mr. Hun Sen later began 
unprecedented talks with 
dissident KJimer Rouge lea- 
der leng Sary. who broke 
with hardliners loyal to Pol 
Pot in August and has been 
discussing a merger of leng 


Sarv's force of up to 4,000 
guerrillas with the govern- 
ment. 

The co-premier also 
pledged not to confiscate 
the weapons of the guerril- 
las. whom the government 
wants to integrate into the 
army. 

Ei Chien. commander of 
the Pailin-based Division 
415. had earlier told Mr. 
Hun Sen and government 
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Dissident Khmer Rouge leader, leng Sary (fight) thanks Cambodian co-premier Hun 
Sen (left) for his visit to Pailin Tuesday. Mr. Hun Sen held a private meeting with Mr. 
leng Sary after speaking to Khmer Rouge guerrillas and local residents assuring 
them that they will retain ownership of their land and weapons when Pailin comes 
under govern ment control (Reuter photo) 

U.S. said worried by ‘low’ Czech defence' spending 


soldiers, “we will do our 
best to consolidate the two- 
month ceasefire so that it 
will change very quickly 
into a true permanent peace 
with no loser and no win- 
ner.” 

Mr. 'Hun Sen was the 
prime advocate of granting 
an amnesty to his bitter foe 
leng Sary from a 1 979 death 
sentence handed down in 
absentia for his role in the 
genocide of more than one 
million people as foreign 
minister in the 1975-79 
Khmer Rouge regime. 

Mr. Hun Sen. who was 
meeting leng Sary for the 
first time, had earlier told 
the crowd of his plan to 
build four schools in Pailin 
and two in the dissidents' 
Phnom Malai Base and to 
help renovate the temple in 
Pailin. 

“After I build a school in 
Pailin, I would not give an 
order to (the military).. .Sell 
or destroy this building,” 
said the premier, who hand- 
ed out food to the crowd 
and gave children pens and 
notebooks sporting a picture 
of himself and his wife. 

Pailin. a gem mining and 
logging centre that fuelled 
the Khmer Rouge war trea- 
sury for years, was long the 
official hcadquarrers of the 
Maoist guerrillas, who 
reneged on a 1991 U.N.- 
brokered peace pact and 
fought the coalition formed 
in 1993 polls. 
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PRAGUE (R) — U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Chrisrooher has private! v expressed concern to the Czech 
Republic, a frontrunner for early NATO membership, that 
its defence spending may be too low, Czech officials say. 

President Bill Clinton is expected to call later Tuesday for 
NATO to recruit some former Soviet bloc countries by 
1999, the 50th anniversary of the Western Defence 

Alliance. , . , . 

But military spending ha< become a controversial issue 
within the Czech coalition and the increase m the 1997 
defence budget falls well short of the rise in overall state 

^ffidfls close to the Czech foreign ministry said Mr. 
Christopher had raised the is«ue with Prune Minister 
Vaclav Klaus when he visited Washington last month. 

Deoutv Secretary of State Strobe Talbott and the Czech- 
born U.S. ambassador to die United Nations. Madeleine 
Albright. had also indicated their worries either to Mr. 
Klaus or Foreign Minister Josef Zielemec. they said. 


requesting anonymity. 

“When Mr Klaus recently visited the U.S. he had a dis- 
cussion with Warren Christopher about the low expenditure 
on the army. Mr Talbott and Madeleine Albright have also 
expressed their worries on this issue,” said one official. 

A U.S. embassy spokeswoman in Prague declined comment. 

Prague and Washington enjoy warm relations and Mr. 
Christopher indeed said that Prague was taking “all the right 
steps to prepare for possible NATO membership' when he met 
Mr. Klaus. 

The alliance is expected to decide on which former east bloc 
countries to recruit and when by early next year. In Detroit, 
U.S. officials said Mr. Clinton would set "die 1999 target 
Tuesday but not name any preferred countries. 

NATO officials have said that pcist-Communist countries do 
not necessarily have io spend vast sums on defence to join. But 
they cannot -expect a free ride financed by the West and must 
ensure that their armed forces can work to NATO standards. 
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3,000 Hutu refugees flee 
fighting to Zaire town 


KIGALI iR) — At least 
3.000 Hutu refugees arrived 
Overnight in the eastern 
Zairean town of Bukavu 
after fleeing camps near the 
battlegrounds of Uvira, a 
*>pokesman for the U.N. 
refugee agency UNHCR 
said Tuesday. 

“The 3.000 refugees ar- 
rived last night.. .these are 
refugees coming from the 
most northern Uvira camps 
who tied Sunday and Mon- 
day,” Paul Strom berg told 
Reuters in the Rwandan 
capital Kigali. He said there 
were no reports of casual- 
ties. 

Estimates of the size of 
the exodus from 1 2 refugee 
camps near Uvira by the 
border with Burundi ranged 
up to a quarter of a million. 
Some sources said (hey had 
taken to nearby mountains, 
others that they were head- 
ing north to Bukavu. 


The Zaire army had been 
battling the Bunyamulenge 
Tursis largely on the high 
plateau above Uvira. But 
clashes have spread to the 
plains, threatening settle- 
ments and closing most of 
the 100 kilometres road 
between Uvira and Bukavu. 

There was no reliable 
report on the fighting or 
death toll. 

Banyamulenge Tuisis im- 
migrated from Rwanda 
about 200 years ago. Cla- 
shes between them and na- 
tive Zaireans were exacer- 
bated by the 1994 mas- 
sacres of Rwandan Tuisis 
and civil war in Ruanda 
that created a refugee and 
security crisis in the region. 

A World Food Programme 
plane was expected in Uvira 
to evacuate 54 U.N. and aid 
agency staff trapped by the 
fighting between the Zair- 
ean armv and ethnic Tutsi 


rebels. 

Michelle Quintaglie. WFP 
spokeswoman in Nairobi, 
said contact with Uvira was 
“very difficult” but “it is 
important we get them out 
today.” 

Humanitarian source*, 
said Hutu refugee camps 
near Coma, north of Buka- 
vu. were still quiet. Mr. 
Stromberg said security 
sources reported skirmishes 
north of the camps hut did 
not give any casualties. 

"The road north from Co- 
ma to the refugee camps is 
completely shut except for 
transportation of water and 
this only with the permis- 
sion of the Zairean authori- 
ties and the Zairean camp 
security contingents," Mr. 
Stromberg said. 

In Kigali, rumours circu- 
lated that up to 1,700 Rwan- 
dan government soldiers 
were operating in the South 


Kivu area of Zaire. On 
Monday, a Rwandan gov- 
ernment spokesman dim ed 
its army had crossed into 
Zaire and said soldiers had 
only secured the borders 

Meantime. the U.S. 
embassy warned its citizens 
that Rwanda'' lortuer Hutu 
army could target them it it 
invaded from Zaire. “The 
U.S. enihjNsv has received 
iniurmatitin in an ohiiqtic 
fashion to the died the ex- 
far intends to lai get Ameri- 
cans when they inw.v 
Rwanda. We do not judge 
any actions to be immi- 
nent. " 

The mainly Hutu former 
Rvv.mdan army perceive ' 
the United Slates and Bri- 
tain as the main backers of 
the ruling Rwanda patriotic 
front, whose ranks are dom- 
inated bv ethnic Tursis. 


Clinton 
to call for 
NATO 
expansion 
by 1999 

DETROIT (R) — Mixing 
politics and foreign policy. 
President Bill Clinton will 
announce Tuesday that be 
wonts new members to join 
NATO no later than the 
1999 50th anniversary of 
the security alliance. U.S. 
officials said. 

In the middle of a five- 
state campaign trip, Mr. 
Clinton was using the for- 
eign policy speech to strike 
a statesmanlike pfcs’e with 
two weeks io election day 
and to appeal to the many 
people of Eastern European 
descent in the politically 
crucial midw-est. 

A senior U.S. official said 
some countries seeking to 
join the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) would be able to 
do so “no later than 1999," 
meaning they could be- 
come members earlier, de- 
pending on how long their 
negotiations take. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said Mr. 
Clinton- would not name 
the Eastern European states 
he would like to see at the 
front of the queue for 
NATO membership, but 
would unveil his preferred 
date. 

“He will not likely indi- 
cate by name any specific 
countries but certainly will 
indicate what he thinks the 
timing should be for the 
accession of new mem- 
bers,” Mr. McCurry told 
reporters. 

Although Mr. McCuny 
declined to confirm the 
1999 target date, several 
U.S. officials said this 
would be in Mr. Clinton's 
speech. 

NATO ministers are to 
meet in December to pave 
the way for an alliance 
summit in 1997 that would 
name the fust candidates 
for membership and lead to 
the opening of negotia- 
tions. 

Leading his Republican 
opponent Bob Dole by 
double digits according to 
most national opinion 
polls. Mr. Clinton was 
clearly seeking to use the 
foreign policy speech to 
underline his role as com- 
mander-in-chief as the 
Nov. 5 election approaches. 

The president's stance on 
NATO was close to that of 
Sen. Dole, who said in June 
that the 16-member alli- 
ance should take on addi- 
tional countries in 199S 
and that the first three to 
join should be the Czech 
Republic. Hungary and 
Poland. 

The conventional wis- 
dom within the alliance, 
which was founded in 1949 
to confront the Soviet 
threat, is that these three 
are the most likely to be the 
first in line. 



Republican presidential candidate Bob Dole waves to supporters gathered in the 
main intersection of the small town of Chelsea, Michigan after stopping his campaign 
bus in the town Monday. Sen. Dole is on a two-day campaign bus trip through 
Michigan (Reuter photo) 

Poll: Dole's attacks on Clinton backfire 


WASHINGTON (AFP> — Republican Bob 
Dole's attacks on President Bill Clinton's 
ethics not only failed to cut the incumbent 
Democrat’s lead but have actually damaged 
Sen. Dole's image, the New York Tunes 
said Tuesday. 

Sen. Dole, who decided to get tougher 
after his first televised debate with the pres- 
ident on Oct. 6, is now trailing Mr. Clinton 
by 22 points, compared to 17 last week, a 
New York Times/CBS News poll published 
by the daily said. 

And Sen. Dole's advantage over Mr. 
Clinton in the public's perception of who is 
more trustworthy dropped in one week 
from 56 per cent to 49 per cent, with Mr. 
Clinton’s rating remaining unchanged at 45 
per cent, poll results showed. 

The figures strengthen the widespread 
conviction that Mr. Clinton is virtually 
unassailable in the Nov. 5 election. 

To 60 per cent of people. Sen. Dole was 
spending more time attacking Mr.Clinton 
than “explaining” what he would do as 
president, up from 50 per cent last week. 
For Mr. Clinton. 73 per cent said he spent 
more time explaining, up from 68 per cent 
last week. 

Only 43 per cent said Sen. Dole was 
addressing “issues that matter to you,” 
down from 55 per cent a week earlier. Mr. 
Clinton's rating on this point remained 
unchanged at 60 per cent. 

While it was unclear why Sen. Dole's 
attacks have not Helped his campaign, the 
poll showed that neither the Whitewater 
controversy nor the latest flap over the 
Democrats’ fund-raising tactics have influ- 
enced voters. 

Only 42 per cent of the 1.14S registered 
voters polled Oct. 17-20 were aware of 
what the Republicans have dubbed the 
“Indonesian connection" because of private 
campaign donations from contributors 
there. 

Of that number, only 20 per cent consid- 
ered it a “serious issue,” while 45 per cent 
believed it was “politics as usual.” 

Sen. Dole’s spokesman Nelson Warfield 
disputed the poll's findings, saying they 
were at odds with the Republican cam- 
paign’s numbers, but failed to provide any 
figures, the daily said. 

The survey had a margin of error of plus 
or minus three points. 

Meanwhile, Sen. Dole took his message 
of trust and tax cuts to the must-win state of 
Michigan Monday, trying to slice President 
Bill Clinton’s commanding lead in the 
polls. 

On a bus tour through colourful foliage 
and picturesque small towns of this key 
state. Sen. Dole promised voters his 1 5 per 
cent federal income tax cut would spur the 
U.S. economy and painted Mr. Clinton as a 
slippery liberal they cannot trust. 

Sen. Dole charged that Mr. Clinton was 
taking credit for millions of new jobs he did 
not create.’’He (Clinton) has a way of walk- 
ing right over die facts and looking you in 
the eye and telling you something that did- 


n't happen.” he said. 

At a later rally in Kalamazoo. Sen. Dole 
accused the White House of stonewalling 
on the issue of questionable campaign 
donations from foreign interests. He com- 
plained that Democrats had changed posi- 
tions on whether to allow Democratic 
National Committee fundraiser John 
Huang, removed from his duties last week, 
to meet with the press. 

“First they said they would, now they say 
they won’t. They’re going to stonewall it. 
They believe the American people are not 
going to revolt between now and Nov. 5." 
Sen. Dole said. 

Michigan is a swing state that is pan of a 
bloc of midwestem stales analysts say Sen. 
Dole must win to offset Mr. Clinton's 
advantage in the most populous states. But 
with only 15 days until the election and a 
yawning gap in national and state polls. 
Sen. Dole faces an uphill battle. 

The latest Reuters daily tracking poll 
released Monday showed Mr. Clinton had 
regained a double-digit lead over Sen. Dole, 
leading the Republican by 46.6 to 35. S per 
cent. The poll, conducted by John Zogby 
Group International, showed that Seri. 
Dole's upsurge following the second presi- 
dential debate last week was brief and Mr. 
Clinton was again stretching his lead. 

The Kansas Republican seemed almost 
wistful at times, wondering at an economic 
forum in Detroit why people had turned off 
his last debate with Mr. Clinton and seemed 
to be tuning out the campaign in general. 

“The election is about two weeks from 
now and a lot of people haven't focused.” 
Sen. Dole said. "Maybe there's no ii rerest in 
politics, maybe nobody cares or maybe 
they’re just getting around to focus oh it 
and they're making up their minds." 

At a rally in the small town of Chelsea, in 
what should be a Republican part of the 
state, he said he did not understand how Mr. 
Clinton had managed to connect with voters 
there. 

There were a number of pro-Clinton signs 
in the crowd and one person held up a sign 
in which Sen. Dole’s 15 percent ;a\ cut slo- 
gan had been altered to read " l per cent 
behind. ’ The local high school band played 
the theme from “Mission.Impos.sihle.” 

Michigan Republican Gov. John Engler. 
travelling with Sen. Dole, told reporters lie 
believed the former senator could m; .igc a 
narrow win. But Wisconsin Republican 
Gov. Tommy Thompson, absent from a 
Monday morning forum with Sen. Dole and 
Republican governors in Detroit, has pub- 
licly criticised Sen. Dole's campaign a* 
mismanaged. 

‘[Tommy is very outspoken, that's a 
Wisconsin trait J guess.” Gov. Engler told 
reporters. 

In Detroit, Sen. Dole and the governors 
charged that Mr. Clinton was unfairly tak- 
ing credit for an improved economy, claim- 
ing the rosier outlook was largely due to tax 
cuts and often painful economic reforms 
pushed throuch at the state level. 
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Chirac among friends 

PRESIDENT JACQUES Chirac arrives here 
today after concluding his visits to Syria. Israel 
and the Palestinian self-jo venting areas on a 
mission aimed at raising France's and Europe's 
profile in the Middle East peace process and 
cementing bilateral ties with countries of the 
region. But unlike in Israel, where he received a 
lukewarm reception by the Israeli government, 
the French president will find in Jordan a warm 
welcome on both the official and popular levels. 
The historic and traditionally strong bonds that 
tie France to Jordan as well as the warm per- 
sonal relations that exist between His Majesty 
King Hussein and President Chirac have not 
developed in a vacuum; they stem from years of 
friendship, cooperation and understanding 
between the two countries. As a Gaullist, the 
president has inherited a legacy which is 
respected and cherished not just by Jordanians 
but also by the vast majority of people in the 
Arab World. Charles de Gaulle took several 
bold and sound decisions that the Arabs will 
always remember him for, starting with heeding 
Algerians' demands for independence to slam- 
ming an arms embargo against Israel for wag- 
ing a war of aggression against Arab states in 

It is noteworthy that President Chirac visited 
with the Syrians, Israelis and Palestinians 
armed with a set of cardinal principles to guide 
the shaky peace process. Those ranged from a 
call for the faithful application of the Iand-for- 
peace formula to the need to recognise the 
Palestinians' right to self-determination, includ- 
ing the establishment of their own independent 
state. While it is true that the French president 
left Israel without succeeding in nudging its 
.prime minister, .Benyamin Netanyahu, any clos- 
er to the universally accepted terras of reference 
fpr regional peace, he comes here with , the 
.■advantage- and the credit that he rightly 
deserves for at least having tried and for pledg- 
ing that France and Europe will continue to do 
everything in their power to improve the 
chances of achieving an equitable and just set- 
tlement to the Palestinian problem. 

President Chirac will find in Jordan a climate 
of full recognition and appreciation for these 
and the other efforts that his country is expend- 
ing to reduce international tensions and oil the 
wheels of development, progress and democra- 
cy here and in various parts of the world. 
Nobody can fault France for trying to ensure its 
own best interests in dealing with countries of 
the Arab World, for there are indeed mutual 
concerns to be addressed jointly and for the 
mutual benefit of all sides. At the same time, 
though, Paris can be . instrumental in bridging 
the gap in the balance of trade between Jordan 
and France, to mention just one area where 
cooperation can be enhanced. Europe offers a 
unique market that has yet to be fully tapped, 
and we look to France to explore every avenue 
to make the Euro-Arab partnership an equal 
and productive one. 

What remains to he done on the peace front is 
how to translate the French proposals to 
advance negotiations Into positive actions 
against the backdrop of Israeli defiance. At a 
time when even Washington is unable to make 
Israel move forward on the limited issue of 
redeployment in Hebron in spite of its con- 
firmed clout with the Jewish state, one wonders 
what Paris can do in order to succeed where 
Washington has so far failed. 

The Europeans, who enjoy a considerable eco- 
nomic leverage with Israel (more than 60 per 
cent of Israeli exports go to Europe), can still 
use their heavy’ weight to remind Israel of its 
own vita! concerns in heeding their advice, and 
by no less than international legitimacy and 
laws. The Israelis, on the other hand, may want 
to recall how hard it was for them to grapple 
with European economic pressures ana to be 
boycotted and sidelined by other countries of 
the world during the Shamir government davs. 

President Chiral, a major European leader 
and political player on the international stage, 
knows the equation that governs politics in the 
Middle East and the Mediterranean region as a 
whole. We trust he will not spare any effort In 
helping the Netanyahu government get It right. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I daily Tuesday commented on die withdrawal of the U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross firm the ongoing Palestinian- Israeli peace nego- 
tiations. saying that Israel is to blame tor the failure of the negotiators 
to reach a positive conclusion. By continuously procrastinating and 
delaying the iniplemcniiition of the Israeli-Palestinian agreements, 
especially on the redeployment of Israeli forces in the Hebron area, 
and by disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinians in their 
homeland. Mr. Netanyahu Has provided the necessary instruments for 
the failure of the talks which have been going on- farthfepKfcWo 
weeks, said the daily. Mr. Ross's withdrawal from the mW&ngs-oir 
Monday came as a natural result of the Israeli adamant stands and Mr. 
Netanyahu's obstinacy- and his drive to wnxk the peace process, it 
added." The Arab people in Jordan and Palest! ne have been hoping that 
the Americans would exercise pressure on Israel to Dimply with the 
requirements of peace and respect the agreements with the 
Palestinians, said the daily who cited King Hussein's meeting 
Monday with the .American Israeli Public Affairs Committee 
( AJPAO. which serves as a Jewish lobby in the US.. as part of the 
Kingdom's ongoing efforts to ensure the success of the peace- process. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Democrats ‘appear heading for victory, 
restoration of former strength’ 


WITH ONLY two weeks remaining until the Nov. 5 presi- 
dential elections, U.S. President Bill Clinton retains a sub- 
stantial 10 point lead over Republican challenger Bob 
Dole. 

Gloom has once again descended on the Republican 
Party and the Dole campaign has begun to act out in des- 
peration. .After two weeks of press leaks suggesting ihat 
Dole had decided to raise the issue of Clinton's character. 
Dole unloaded a bitter attack on the Clinton White House. 

In a series of speeches Dole, his vice-presidential run- 
ning mate Jack Kemp and other campaign supporters 
pointed to mistakes and scandals that have plagued the 
president and members of his administration for the past 
four years. 

While these attacks are music to the ears of the 
Republican faithful, thev have not as of yet bome fruit for 
the Dole campaign for four principal reasons: 

First, none of die scandals directly involve the president 
in any wrongdoing. Second, most of these matters have 
been the subjecr of years of investigation and long, drawn- 
out Senate and congressional hearings. In most cases, the 
public has decided that by raising them again, the 
Republicans are just "playing politics.” 

Third, by going on the attack. Senator Dole risks losing 
as much as he might gain. Voters already feel that Dole is 
too mean and too negative. By directly and repeatedly 
going after the president. Senator Dole is in danger of rein- 
forcing this negative image of his campaign. 

And finally, most voters have already decided how they 
will vote arid seem to be basing their vote on specific 
issues and their concerns about the direction of the coun- 
try. In this regard, it is interesting to note that while voters 
give Dole a higher rating for integrity and character than 
President Clinton, they give the president higher points for 
leadership on the issues that mean the most to them — 
education, the economy, health care, environmental con- 
cerns and fighting crime. 

As a result, the president has maintained a greater than 
1 0 per cent lead for weeks now and that level has at times 
increased to over 15 per cent. 

What is most troubling to the Dole camp is that the pres- 
ident is not only leading Dole in national polls, but in 
important states where Republicans have traditionally 
been victorious. And it is these staie-bv-state counts that 
will ultimately be decisive in determining the outcome of 
the election. 

To understand U.S. presidential politics, it is necessary- to 
understand the inner workings of what is called the "elec- 
toral system." 

According to the U.S. constitution the presidential elec- 
tion will not ultimately be decided by the national popular 
vote — but by what is called the electoral vote. 

Here is the way the system works: 

Each of the 50 states is assigned a specific number of 
electoral. votes, or electors. States are given as many elec- 
tors as their combined number’ Of congressmen and sena- 
tors. Every state has 2 senators, but the number of con- 
gressmen is determined by each state's population. 

Thus, the most populous state, California, which has 52 
congressmen and 2 senators is assigned a total of 54 elec- 
toral votes. A less populous state, such as Vermont, has 
only one congressman and two senators; therefore 


Vermont has 3 electoral votes. 

The popular vote is not counted on the national level. 
Rather, it is counted on a state-by-state basis. The winner 
of each state receives all that state's electoral voces. 

There are a total of 53S electoral votes {435 congress- 
men. 100 senators plus three electoral votes for the only 
non-state, the nation's capital. Washington. DCi. In order 
to win the election, a presidential candidate must win 
enough states to win at least 270 electoral votes, or one 
half of the total plus one. 

This complex system has produced presidential cam- 
paigns which are run not as national efforts, but as indi- 
vidual state campaigns. 

The themes and programmes put forward by the candi- 
date are national in scope, but the tactics of each campaign 
are focused on a local state-by-state basis. Different 
approaches are needed to win votes in each state and. 
region of the country. 

From 196S to 1988. the Republicans had what was con- 
sidered a “lock" on the electoral vote. Because their mes- 
sage and programmes appealed to so many diverse con- 
stituencies and regions of the country. Republicans w-ere 
virtually guaranteed victory in 21 states with a coral of 191 
electoral votes. They won these states all six limes 
between 196S and 19S8. In five of those six elections, they 
also won other twelve states, with a combined total of 138 
electoral votes. Together, these 33 states gave the 
Republicans an almost certain 329 votes — hence the 
phrase that the Republicans had a "lock on the White 
House." 

Democrats, on the other hand, only won Washington. DC 
all six times. 

As a result of their regularly winning these states, even 
if only fey a small margin. Republicans were virtually guar- 
anteed victories by what appear to be large margins in the 
electoral wore, but not in thefK>p*Iar vote. 

In 1968. for example. Richard Nixon, the Republican, 
beat Democrai Hubert Humphrey by a mere one per cent 
of the popular vote (only 500.000 voces nationally!. 
Nixon's real victory came in the electoral vote where he 
won enough states to win by a margin of 301-191. (That 
year, a southern governor named George Wallace ran as an 
independent and won 46 electoral votes by winning a num- 
ber of southern states). 

And while Ronald Reagan is remembered for his land- 
slide victory over Jimmy Carter in 1 980, in fact he won by 
only 9 per cent of the popular vote. The landslide came in 
the’electoral vote count, which Reagan won 489 to 49). 

Even George Bush's 1988 victory’ over Michael Dukakis 
was less than 8 per cent nationally, but he won enough 
states to give him a 426 to 11 1 margin in electoral voces. 

As a result of this Republican "lock” on almost all of the 
Western states (including California), the industrial mid- 
Westem states (especially Illinois. Indiana. Michigan and 
Ohio), and most of the southern states (when a southerner 
like Carter or Wallace is not in the race), Democrats were 
at a real disadvantage when running national campaigns. 

With .Republicans all but guaranteed victory- in so many 
states. Democrats had to win all the rest and then win a few 
of the so-called "Republican states” just to be competitive. 

In 1992 Democrats. led by Bill Clinton, broke that elec- 
toral lock. By developing a centrist message that focused 


on economic issues. Mr. Clinton was able to assemble a 
coalition that won the support of young voters and middle 
class voters including those who live in states that 
Republicans had previously claimed as their own * tr. 
Clinton, for example, won California with 54 electoral 
voces and Illinois w ith 22 electoral votes — states which 
Republicans had won in the past six elections. 

In 1996. Clinton promises to surpass his 1 992 victory. 
Not only is he leading handily in California and Illinois, he 
is also leading Dole" in such Republican strongholds as 
Arizona (S electoral votes) and Florida Co electoral 

votes). . . .. 

The latest state polls show Clinton w ith a commanding 
lead in twenty five states with 307 electoral votes. Dole, on 
the hand, has a substantial lead in only nine states with 
only forty four electoral \oies. Overall. Clinton leads in 
thirty five states with 412 electoral votes, with Dole lead- 
ing in fourteen stares with 1 10 votes. 

As a result of this bleak electoral picture, as Dole's cam- 
paign strategists attempt to plan their last few weeks of 
campaigning, they are increasingly hard pressed to decide 
in which stales they should campaign to w in the necessary 
270 electoral votes. 

One major U.S. newspaper described the Dole strategy 
as "threading the needle. With only two weeks to go and 
limited campaign funds left. Dole has hud to decide to put 
all of his resources in about a dozen states and to ignore the 
rest of the country. He cannot afford to lose any of those 
dozen states, including California (where he currently is 
trailing Clinton by 15 per centi. Florida (where his is 
behind by 5 per cent). Virginia and Texjs where he is tied 
with the president 

Meanwhile, this has freed the Clinton campaign enabling 
them to .-shift gears in the last few weeks of the election. 
Since the Dole campaign will not actually compete in sev- 
eral states, the Clinton campaign can turn their attention to 
a few key states of their own and to helping Democratic 
senate and congressional candidates in their elections. 

The president wants not only to win in November, but to 
see his Democratic Party return to control in the Senate 
and Congress. Winning back control of the senate may be 
difficult, but winning back the House of Representatives 
appears to be within the realm of possibility. 

This has been a dramatic turn of events for Democrats. 
In 1994. when the Republicans shocked the nation and 
seized control of Congress, most analysts gave Clinton up 
for dead. With his polling figures at an all time low and 
with an aggressive new Republican leadership in charge in 
Washington, it was assumed that Clinton would lose in 
1996 and Republicans would control all branches of gov- 
ernment. 

A combination of Republican mistakes and an effective 
White House political campaign have proven that predic- 
tion quite wrong. 

Republicans will continue to aggressively campaign and 
hope that their attack tactics and their “eve of the needle” 
electoral strategy works — but. barring a miracle. 
President Clinton appears to be heading for victory with 
popularity- enough to help his party regain at least some of 
its former strength. 


6 When democracy comes to Indonesia, 
East Timor will be ready’ 


By G Wynne Dyer 

“There is always fear. We 
lack the freedom to speak, 
to walk where nv want, to 
have different opinions. If 
people talk, they know They 
will be interrogated. They 
know they will be tor- 
tured. " 

— Bishop Carlos Ximencs 
Belo of East Timor 

You cannot help suspecting 
that the committee that 
gave this year's Nobel 
Peace Prize to East Timor's 
Bishop Belo knew’ that he 
was soon going to meet his 
people’s chief oppressor. 
Indonesia's President 

Suharto. Even in Lhe after- 
math of genocide, the 
ironies were too delicious 
to miss. 

It was Suharto who 
ordered the invasion of East 
Timor in December. 1975, 
only six days after it got its 
independence from 

Portugal. It was Suharto's 
troops who slaughtered or 
starved an estimated 
200,000 East Timorese in 
the following six years to 
crush the resistance to 
Indonesian rule. (The terri- 
tory's total population 
today is only 750,000). 

And now here was 
Suharto, scheduled to visit 
East Timor only four days 
after the announcement of 
Belo’s Nobel Prize. 
Moreover, he was coming 
to inaugurate a 26-metre 
bronze statue of Jesus 
Christ on a hill overlooking 
Dili, East Timor’s capital. ~ 
y&uharto. leader of the 
world's largest Muslim 
country, should have appre- 
ciated that irony, for he is 
personally responsible for 
the fact that East Timor is 
how overwhelmingly 
Christian. When Indonesia 
invaded 21 years ago. only 
aboat one-third of the peo- 
ple were Catholics. Now 


over 90 per cent are, 
because it is the only safe 
way to go on 'opposing 
Indonesian rule. 

The statue itself is just a 
propaganda exercise 
intended to show that 
Indonesia respects East 
Timor's Christian tradi- 
tions. But it did mean that 
Suharto had to share a heli- 
copter ride to the statue - 
with Bishop Belo. who then 
stood silently by while 
Suharto made a speech 
about how "the erection of 
this statue... shows that 
since East Timor became 
pan of Indonesia, sacred 
and religious values are 
continuously growing and 
developing." 

But Suharto did not con- 
gratulate the bishop on his 
Nobel Prize, or even men- 
tion it. He could not, since 
it implicitly condemns 
everything he has done to 
East Timor since 1975. 
Bishop Belo then com- 
pounded Suharto's embar- 
rassment by stating that 
“the statue may have been 
inaugurated but it has not 
been blessed. For Roman 
Catholics it is the blessing 
that counts. The statue is 
still a subject of controver- 
sy for us.” 

The bishop even spoke 
openly about the fact that 
“there is still oppression, 
with soldiers everywhere, 
watching you, hearing what 
you're talking about." A 
small victory in a long 
tragedy. But East Timor is 
no closer to freedom today 
than yesterday. 

"This was about 
become a forgotten con- 
flict.” said Francis 
Sejersted. chairman of the 
Nobel Committee, "and we 
wanted to contribute to 
maintaining momentum." 

A worthy goal, but one has 
to ask: What momentum? . . 
There are only a- few 
dred guerrillas still actlveirt*^ 


the mountains of East 
Timor. The last major pub- 
lic protest against 
Indonesian rule, at Santa 
Cruz cemetery outside Dili 
in 1991. was crushed with 
the slaughter of some 200 
students. 

Other countries are eager 
to invest in Indonesia's 
booming economy, to sell 
its government arms, to 
share in die development of 
the undersea oil and "gas 
reserves off Timor. ‘The 
world is a pretty unfair 
place, littered with exam- 
ples of acquisition by 
force.” rationalised 

Australian Foreign 

Minister Gareth Williams 
in 1990. "There is no bind- 
ing legal obligation not to 
recognise the acquisition of 
territory- that was acquired 
by force.” 

So why go on? What hope 
is there that three-quarters 
of a million people, most of 
them poor peasants, could 
ever win back control over 
their own destiny from 
Indonesia, which has 200 
million people and power- 
ful friends everywhere? 

Just this: over two 

decades after Indonesia 
made East Timor its 27th 
province. the United 
Nations soil does not 
recognise the annexation. 
As far as the U.N. is con- 
cerned, East Timor is still a 
Portuguese colony awaiting 
a valid act of self-determi- 
nation. Eveiy year the 
Indonesians and their 
friends try to get this U.N. 
po^gj^fea^ged — ^ and 

Borders may seem a 
slightly old-fashioned 
notion in the age of the 
global market and the 
Internet, but for the weaker 
and more vulnerable coun- 
tries in the world — which 
ifc..- the .majority of 
r , itawfetfif- of 
MMtaDTf borders 



can be changed by force, 
then none of them is safe. 
So the United "Nations 
never recognises border 
changes that are accom- 
plished by force: Not East 
Timor, not the Israeli 
annexation of East 
Jerusalem, not the Iraqi 
conquest of Kuwait. 

Of course, small coun- 
tries cannot always expect 
the world to come to their 
aid if they are attacked. 
Kuwait had oil, so it got 
help when Iraq invaded it in 
1990. East Timor had no 
oil. so it got no help. "But 
you can at least insist that 
the international communi- 
ty does not ratify the results 
of aggression, so that a 
door remains open to right 
the wrong in the future if 
circumstances change. 

But how could the door 
ever open for East Timor? 
The answer is that they are 
waiting for 1989 to reach 
Indonesia. 

In 1989. as the Soviet 
Union began to democra- 
tise. the impossible sudden- 
ly became feasible. A win- 
dow of opportunity opened, 
and countries that "had been 
under the Russian yoke for 
decades or even centuries, 
from the Baltic states to the 
Caucasus to Central Asia, 
seized the opportunity and 
took back their indepen- 
dence without major 
Russian objections. 

The window does not stay 
open for long (as the 
Chechens have discovered 
in. i their dealings with 
but in the first 
flush of democratisation the 
impossible briefly becomes 
feasible. When democracy 
comes to China, a moment 
of opportunity may open 
for Tibet. Democracy will 
come to Indonesm too, one 
. .ofi. these days — and when 
Timor will be 

' reaSy. 


LETTERS 

Prosperity helps peace 

To the Editor: 

BARRIERS BETWEEN peoples, built by ages of hos- 
tilities and images mostly created by the media and reli- 
gion, cannot be bridged by the signing peace accords or 
treaties. 

When the Israelis come to Jordan, as well-protected 
foreign tourisis. it is difficult to imagine we are neigh- 
bours. Standards of living are so different and whereas 
they can come visit our country, or any other they wish, 
some of us here cannot even see their own capital or ger 
beyond the borders. 

Most or us are not tamiliar with the neighbours” way 
of living. And there is no way we can find out. 

Incidentally, did any Israeli visit a poor Jordanian 
family carrying one simple present or one meal in 
Ramadan and was rejected? Did any of the Israelis try 
to contact any Jordanian without the clear protection of 
security members or officials? 

So. when normalisation becomes restricted just to 
governments, people on either side cannot separate 
between those who are the cause of their sufferings and 
those who are sympathetic to them. 

Changing images needs time. But to remove the 
image inherited by each side needs time and actions on 
the ground. 

In other words, it needs people who show Goodwill 
before thinking of the so-called "profits” of peace. Each 
side should show genuine human feelinas. not make the 
other subject of investment. 

Nowadays, and for political reasons only, the number 
or people who believe that peace cannot relieve suffer- 
ings is increasing. Rejeccionists do think that “peace” is 
the cause of suffering and hardships. Thev say peace 
has and will have disastrous results. 

The great majority of people have not vet seen peace 
on the ground. They saw only what the photos on tele- 
'V s, ,°. n ^ ,r J P a Pf s have been show ins them: leaders 
shaking hands and smiling in this or that capital. 

The Israelis cannot imagine what is going on in the 
minds of deprived people who cannot afford being 

Wh S t° n, i e in ? Cir Ilfetime - even to Aqaba or Amman. 
Such people who cannot afford a picnic to the Dead 

w* 3 ?" 01 h0i>r,!e totoe Israelis for being Israelis or 
^s. They are. actually, hostile to their own govem- 

youn « men q^ued in front of the 
5? ST* Hc f 1 t0 ger vis * » Israel. Did any of 
V,S3S J praelise an . v ^d of terrorism 
" , They worked inside Israel just to bring 

xZXfuZt some money ,0 improve ** 

and 1 ta S Jo^ P / e !J Veen standards of livine in Israel 
m tStaXh? 1° If brid § ed - Both governments 
of^JL 0ther m 3 s,ncere understanding 

the need to stem the roots of hostility and suffering. 


Tayseer Nazmi, 
Amman. 
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Just peace only on basis of 242 and 338 World Bank to lend 

He said ih/i» -ill . 11 .^ ft,.* c _ i Jordan $120 million 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

the trialogue sponsored by 
Jordan for many years. 

"Instead of subsidiarity, a 
credible regional discourse 
would build consensus.” he 
said, adding that “it would 
seek to improve living con- 
ditions for all across the 
region without discrimina- 
tion or exclusion, on the 
basis of a genuine under- 
standing of our interdepen- 
dence on a range of inter- 
connected issues." 

"The Crown Prince point- 
ed out that clusters of issues 
such as “water, energy, and 
the environment: health, 
education, and civil soci- 
ety: the spectrum of human 
rights must all be addressed 


comprehensively.” 

He said that all such 
issues would reflect on "the 
living conditions and 
human dignity of individ- 
uals.” adding that our inter- 
est should be “in anthro- 
politics. the politics where 
people matter, rather than 
the politics of materialism 
and expediency.” 

The Crown Prince's 
address was followed by a 
question and answer ses- 
sion. in which the Crown 
Prince responded to the 
various questions related to 
the recent developments in 
the peace process. 

The Crown Prince 
expressed surprise at the 
disparity between the Euro- 
pean political idiom, of 


promoting democracy in 
the Middle East, and the 
preference of dealing at the 
same time with totalitarian 
regimes. 

Also, responding to one 
of the questions regarding 
the siarus of Jerusalem, the 
Crown Prince reiterated His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
support for the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA), 
and called for the resurrec- 
tion of the consciousness of 
Jerusalem with a serious 
academic and spiritual 
evaluation of the city’s 
importance to the three 
great monotheistic faiths, in 
a separate manner 10 the 
political and municipal sov- 
ereignty over the city com- 
prehensively. 


Chirac arrives today in Jordan 
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outlook” towards fslam and 
Muslims. 

Taking Jordan as an 
example. Mr. Chirac will 
tackle the democratic 
experiment in the King- 
dom. its evolution and its 
success. 

Lower House deputies, 
political parties, business 
associations, and Islamic 
organisations on Tuesday 
welcomed the French pres- 
ident and hailed France's 
“new Arab policy and unbi- 
ased positions.” 

“France has firmly stood 
up to Israeli arrogance say- 
ing frankly that peace could 
not be achieved if Israel 
was not committed to 
implementing the treaties it 
signed." said a statement 
issued by the Progress and 
Justice Party. 

The Communist Party 
hailed Mr. Chirac’s state- 


ments in Israel about the 
need for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state and 
pointed also to Italy’s posi- 
tion in that regard. ’ 

“These declarations 
reflect a harmony in Euro- 
pean countries' positions 
towards the .Arab coun- 
tries. A stand that will have 
a positive influence on the 
peace process.” the party 
said. 

The Jordanian Business- 
men A ssoci a tion tJBA) 
expressed delight at the 
French position “that is 
supportive of Arab rights.” 

The French “call for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights and southern 
Lebanon and for the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian 
state is highly appreciated 
by the Jordanian business 
community, which hopes 
for prosperity in a region 
that suffered from years of 
deprivation, struggle and 


conflicts.” the JBA said. 

JBA President Hamdi 
Tabaa said strong relations 
characterise the association 
and the French National 
Employers Council, which 
represents one and a half 
million companies. 

Several visits have been 
exchanged between the two 
councils since 1994. 

During the French presi- 
dent's visit, an SO million 
French francs (SI6 million j 
financial protocol will be 
signed between France and 
Jordan. Total French assis- 
tance this year is estimated 
at 400 million francs in 
addition to the French aid 
through the European 
Union that is estimated at 
130 million francs. 

• Mr. Chirac will leave 
.Amman for Lebanon on 
Thursday after holding a 
press conference at the 
Royal Palace. He will also 
visit Egypt. 


Israeli ambassador sees Hebron deal 
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attempts to impose its sov- 
ereignty over Arab East 
Jerusalem.” 

The protest followed 
Israel's opening of a new 
entrance toaturmel running 
alone the compound walls 
of the A1 Aqsa Mosque on 
Sept. 23. 

Mr. Kabariti told the 
ambassador during the late 
September meeting that 
given that Israel recognised 
Jordan’s special role vis-a- 
vis Islamic holy places in 
Arab Jerusalem under the 


two countries' peace treaty 
of October 1 994. the Jew- 
ish state should have 
informed Amman of the 
move to open the new 
entrance ro the tunnel. 

King Hussein severely 
criticised the Israeli move 
at the Washington summit, 
prompting Mr Netanyahu 
to comment later that he 
had not expected such 
strong Jordanian reaction to 
the opening of the tunnel 
entrance. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
.hat he w'as committed to 
building strong relations 


with Jordan despite the cri- 
sis in ties. 

Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman was supposed to 
, have paid a visit to Jordan 
this week, but his office 
said late last week that the 
visit was postponed under 
mutual agreement. 

“There was no political 
consideration involved in 
the decision to defer the 
visit." said a Jordanian offi- 
cial. “Mr. Weizman has a 
standing invitation to visit 
Jordan.” 


France is more than a close friend to Jordan — envoy 
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deprive Europe from hav- 
ing a role," the ambassador 
said. “The French policies 
towards the Arabs are very 
positive and friendly. 
France has great respect for 
Arab and Muslim culture." 

Ambassador Sharaf, for- 
mer ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva, 
and to Germany, under- 
lined the increasing impor- 
tance of a French role in the 


Middle East. He said. 
France, as a member of the 
United Nations Security 
Council, played a role in 
taking decisions on all 
important international 
issues since 1946. 

"Europe is playing a very 
important role, with its 
support and assistance, in 
the stability of East 
Europe." Ambassador 
Sharaf stressed. “This inter- 
relationship between West- 
ern and Eastern Europe 


does not come into the 
news, unfortunately.” 

In -the final analysis, 
Europe and France are on 
the right track, and their 
endeavours to maintain a 
balance in international 
politics “is definitely going 
to work," the ambassador 
said. In fact, “this is how 
international diplomacy 
evolves. We cannot have a 
unitary policy in a five bil- 
lion world." the ambas- 
sador said. 


Talabani wants immediate truce 


.,i\ 
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The West encouraged 
Kurds to break from Bagh- 
dad in 1991 but has been 
powerless to resolve a Kur- 
dish power struggle that has 
since split the mountainous 
region between the two war- 
lords. 

Mr. Pelletreau said he and 
Mr. Talabani “discussed the 
urgenr need for a ceasefire’ 
between the warring Kurdish 
factions. 

The United States would 
be ready to sponsor reconcil- 
iation talks between the Kur- 
dish groups once a truce is 
reached. Mr. Pelletreau said. 

He said that following a 
ceasefire, the infrastructure 
damaged by the fighting 
should be rebuilt for civilians 
before the harsh winter con- 
ditions set in. 

“We also agreed that the 
intervention by Tehran and 
Baghdad was a negative fac- 
tor and should cease, he 
added. 

Mr. Talabani, on his first 
visit here in three years, met 
separately on Tuesday with 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, who told 
reporters ihat Mr. Barzani 
and Mr. Talabani “both have 
positive positions regarding 
a ceasefire.” 

Mrs. Ciller and Mr. Tala- 
bani phyed down their dif- 
ferences over alleged PUK 


support for Turkish Kurd 
separatists of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). "Turkey has the right 
to provide its security." the 
PUK leader said. 

Mr. Talabani, who flew in 
to Ankara from Tehran, was 
expected to leave for north- 
ern Iraq on Wednesday. 

The Iraqi government said, 
meanwhile, it was trying to 
end the inter Kurdish fight- 
ing and condemned the U.S. 
effort for a ceasefire. 

Iraq Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz repeated his 
government's call for both 
Kurdish parties 10 put aside 
their differences and talk 
with Baghdad for a peaceful 
settlement of the Kurdish 
issue. “The most important 
thing at this time is to end 
fighting and prevent foreign 
intervention whether from 
the Iranian side or American 
and then precede towards 
dialogue in Baghdad 
between die two (Kurdish) 
sides," said Mr. Aziz, quot- 
ed by the official Iraqi News 
Agency (INAi. 

“The Iraqi leadership is 
exerting utmost efforts on 
this direction during the last 
few days.” he said. 

Mr. Aziz criticised Mr. 
Pelletreau ‘s visit to Turkey to 
meet Mr. Barzani and Mr. 
Talabani. 

“America is fully responsi- 


ble for the destruction and 
explosions in the Kurdish 
autonomous region (Kurdish 
areas) because it (U.S.) is 
only serving its own inter- 
ests.” Mr. Aziz said. 

Mr. Aziz urged the two 
factions “to respond posi- 
tively to Baghdad’s appeal 
by ending fighting and 
restorting to dialogue in 
Baghdad.” 

Meanwhile, the PUK said 
that in a four-pronged attack 
against KDP fighters on 
Monday, it had “liberated” a 
number of strategic towns 
and villages to the west and 
north of its stronghold of 
Sulaimaniyeh. 

KDP fighters said they 
were reinforcing defensive 
positions south of Koi San- 
jaq, Mr. Talabani ’s home- 
town. after making a “tacti- 
cal retreat” there in the face 
of a PUK advance which 
they charged was backed by 
Iranian artillery fire. 

“Because of Iranian fire, 
we were forced to fall back 
to our current positions,” 
Mamand Selim Ahmad, a 
commander of a KDP unit, 
told AFP. 

The PUK stud in a state- 
ment on Monday's fighting 
that the “KDP and Iraqi aux- 
iliary forces are fleeing in 
disarray, leaving behind their 
hardware and their dead and 
wounded. ' 


(Continued font page ll 

as stipulated by the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

Mr. Sud told reporters 
that a request for the 5120 
million loan had been sent 
to the World Bank board of 
governors and was expect- 
ed to be approved before 
the end of the year or early 
next year. 

But he indicated that he 
did not expect any hurdle in 
securing approval for the 
loan, given Jordan’s record 
in implementing economic 
reform. 

The World Bank has so 
far lent about S 1 .4 billion 10 
Jordan since the early 60s. 
he noted. "All but" S250 
million of this amount have 
been disbursed” and 
detailed discussions arc 
under way on precise allo- 
cations of the rest (see 
details on page Sj. 

Jordan, which is imple- 


Ross reports ‘most promising- talks 
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any change to the Oslo 
agreement, but have 
offered to strengthen secu- 
rity measures already in the 
accords. 

Officials from both sides 
said agreement was near on 
the civilian aspects of the 
Hebron withdrawal, but 
that parallel talks on secu- 
rity issues still faced seri- 
ous difficulties. 

The Palestinian head 
negotiator on security 
issues, Abdul Razaq Yehia. 
said the two sides were 
"very close to understand- 
ings on some points.” 

"But there remain some 
basic differences in several 
important and sensitive 
subjects, for example the 
issue of hoi pursuit.” he 
said. Referring to Israeli 
demands that its soldiers 
have the right to enter the 
Palestinian zone in Hebron 
to ward off and investigate 
anti -Jewish attacks. 

Tuesday night's talks 
were to focus on "merg- 
ing” position papers 


offered by both sides, he 
added. 

Israel Radio reported that 
the two sides had drawn up 
a draft agreement on these 
civilian issues to be submit- 
ted for approval to Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 

Egypt urged Israel to 
implement its Middle East 
peace process commit- 
ments and warned that the 
world will not let it icy 
with peace. 

“Israel must implement 
the agreements that have 
been concluded.” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa told reporters follow- 
ing a meeting between his 
French counterpart Herve 
de Charette and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

“Either they will do so or 
the Middle East will enter 
into a very serious phase, 
and it is a serious responsi- 
bility.” he said. “We are 
not playing games with 
peace. The world will not 
permit that and we shall 
not accept that.” 


Israelis irk French president 
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told reporters: ”1 want first of all 
10 apologise for what happened 
this morning. President Chirac 
told me what happened. ..We did 
that for a good cause, 10 protect 
a friend. 

"What we did in the Old City, 
I have to lell you. the security 
people do to me. They keep me 
as a very tight prisoner,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “I explained 
that since the Rabin murder, our 
security officials are extremely 
strict about protecting public 
figures.’’ 

During the walking lour of the 
walled Old City, security men 
wrestled journalists away from 
Mr. Chirac's parry and armed 
border guards stood poised out- 
side each Palestinian shop as he 
blew kisses 10 on-lookers and 
eventually blew a fuse. 

Reaching the entrance to 
Haram Al Sharif, the site of 
Islam's third holiest shrine, Mr. 
Chirac had had enough. 

“No security now. I don’t 
want you. Go away. You have 
no business here." he told stem- 
faced Israeli guards. 

The French leader tried to 
push them away from the gate 10 
the compound but the security 
men would not be moved and 
accompanied him on to the site. 

Earlier, dozens of Israeli 
guards surrounded Mr. Chirac 
as he entered the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, traditional bur- 
ial place of Jesus. 

At Sl Anne’s Church, granted 
to Napoleon III in IS56 by the 
Ottoman empire, Mr. Chirac 
referred to the security burden 
he had to bear on the Via 
Dolorosa — the rouie tradition 
says Jesus took on the way to his 
crucifixion. 

Mr. Chirac stood outside St. 
Anne’s, officially French territo- 
ry. for 10 minutes while his 
aides negotiated the departure 
from the church of Israeli 
police. Eventually a side door 
Opened, the police left and Mr. 
Chirac agreed to go inside. 

Addressing the issue of 
Jerusalem, he said: "This city 
must remain open — open to 
the Christians of Palestine and 
to the Christians of the world. 
Open 10 all religions.” 

He also visited the Wailing 
Wall, along with French Jewish 
leaders. 


Mr. Chirac had runted down 
an Old City tour with the Israeli 
mayor of Jerusalem, Ehud 
01 men. assserting France’s 
view that the international com- 
munity does not recognise 
Israeli sovereignty over Arab 
East Jerusalem, including the 
Old City. 

On the Middle East peace 
process, Mr. Netanyahu said Mr. 
Chirac had delivered a positive 
repon from Syria and he hoped 
to revive peace talks with Dam- 
ascus. 

“The message was a positive 
message but it seems to me that 
on these things it’s better to say- 
little.” Mr. Netanyahu said. Mr. 
Chirac met Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad for 14 hours 
before arriving in Israel, he said. 

"Obviously we very much 
value the readiness of France to 
try to help us in the effort we are 
making in order 10 reach a dis- 
cussion obviously — obviously 
in the end to renew the bilateral 
negotiations between U.S. and 
Syria." Mr. Netanyahu said. 

A senior Syrian official has 
warned that his country is ready 
for war with Israel if Mr. 
Netanyahu maintains his hard- 
line stance on Israeli sovereign- 
ty' over the Golan Heights, 
Israeli press reports said. 

Eldad Beck, an Israeli journal- 
ist who interviewed the 
unnamed Syrian official in 
Damascus, quoted him as say- 
ing “Syria is ready for war if the 
process lowanls a political solu- 
tion (with Israel) remains dead- 
locked after the U.S. elections” 
next month. 

“Syria’s troops have already 
carried out a defensive rede- 
ployment” in preparation for a 
possible conflict, the official 
was quoted as saying. 

“They know the price of war. 

but also know, that Israel would 
also have to pay a heavy trib- 
ute,’’ he said. 

However, the official also 
stressed that Damascus does not 
want another war with Israel 
and is genuinely looking for a 
peace agreement with tile Jew- 
ish stare. 

Mr. Beck said he interviewed 
the senior official during Mr. 
Chirac’s visit last weekend to 
Damascus. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
declined to comment on the 
repon. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 23, 1996 


IAF uncharacteristically enthusiastic 


meriting an economic 
reform programme under 
the superv ision of the IMF. 
expects to achieve al most- 
zero budget deficit and 
maintain an average annual 
growth rate of six to seven 
per cent by the year 1998. 
Inflation is expected to be 
maintained under six per 
cent. 

Planning Minister Rinia 
Khalaf said in September 
that Jordan expects to 
receive up to S600 million 
in direct and indirect loans 
and assistance from the 
donor community before 
the end of the year, includ- 
ing already signed aid of 
SI 25 million from the 
European Union and S200 
million in export financing 
from the U.S. Exim Bank. 
Other donors include sever- 
al European countries, 
including Germany, the 
Netherlands, France and 
Italy as well as Japan. 


(Continued from page 1} 

as part of a tour in the 
region that start in Syria on 
Saturday, insisted that his 
minister of health pay an 
official visit to the Orient 
House while he visited 
Israel. During the visit, the 
French president urged the 
Israelis to respect the 
Palestinian rights to self- 
determination and insisted 
on the need for the estab- 
lishment of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

“We welcome French 
intervention” in the peace 
process, said another IAF 
Deputy. Bassam Emoush. 
“The U.S. is not talking 
about a Palestinian state but 
France is.” 

According to Dr. 
Emoush, it is in the interest 
of Arab countries to support 
these fresh political moves 
by France and the European 
Union <EU). The U.S. has 
for long been platting an 
“isolationist, biased role 
that is being largely influ- 
enced by the Zionist 
lobby,” according to the 
deputy. France, a country 
that is geographically and 
historically closer to the 
Arab World, can be consid- 
ered as the best balancing 
power and partner in world 
affairs, he said. 

“We hope France will 
lead the European Union to 
achieve a new balance in 
the region. Peaee cannot be 
achieved under the Ameri- 


can custodianship that is 
linked to the Zionist 
lobby.” Dr. Emoush insist- 
ed. 

But Islamists have not 
forgotten about French 
policies towards Algeria or 
its position towards north 
African residents in 
France. The French sup- 
port for the t current ) 
regime in Algeria against 
the Islamic Salvation From 
(FIS) and the expulsion of 
two girls from their schools 
because they wore the veil 
are still remembered, the 
Islamists say. But these 
policies were only followed 
during the rule of the late 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, they believe. 

“Now. under President 
Chirac, such policies have 
changed, totally,” said IAF 
Deputy Mohammad Owei- 
dah. In addition, “political 
logic dictates the rule of 
interests, France has an 
interest in playing a role in 
the region, and we are inter- 
ested in that role.” 

Meanwhile, the Council 
of Islamic Organisations 
and Societies in Jordan, in a 
statement issued on Tues- 
day, hailed President 
Chirac’s Arab policies and 
advised other European 
countries to follow suit. 

The council said that the 
European countries. France 
in particular, are more 
experienced with handling 
Arab affairs than the U.S.. 
is and “not any Arab coun- 


try would like to see that 
France and Europe being 
kepi out from final resolu- 
tion to the Palestinian 
problem and (he historical 
conflict between the Arabs 
and ihe Jews.” 

“Bui it is clear that Euro- 
pean countries have isolat- 
ed themselves and refrained 
from using their power and 
(heir right to intervene.* the 
council said. "We under- 
stand that Great Britain is 
biased towards the Jews, 
harbours hatred for the 
Arabs, and has succumbed 
to the pressure of American 
policy. But the other Euro- 
pean countries are not mov- 
ing. Why don’t they insist 
on their right to solve prob- 
lems in the region in com- 
pliance with international 
resolutions,? the statement 
.said. 

The council expressed 
hope to see that “France, 
the only country that is 
keen on playing an inde- 
pendent role on the 
international arena, without 
being influenced by the 
American political line, 
can, under its strong Presi- 
dent Chirac, convince the 
rest of the European coun- 
tries to form a strong bloc. 
— one that follows a 
strong and unbiased foreign 
policy that is committed to 
implementing fair policies 
in compliance with United 
Nations resolutions." 


Iran’s new ideal: Small families 


By Neil MacFaFquhar 

TEHRAN — in the vasectomy 
department of a birth control 
clinic serving this city’s hard- 
pressed southern quarters, a 
single letter lies pressed under 
the doctor’s glass desktop. 

Without exception, the wary 
men shuffling into the office 
first seek reassurance that the 
operation will not result in their 
voices rising or their beards 
falling oul Then, in this ardent 
Muslim theocracy, the ques- 
tions often .swing around to 
whether Islam condones the 
procedure. 

The doctor just taps on the 
glass. The letter is no simple 
document. It is a religious edict 
that the clinic recently solicited 
from the country’s supreme 
leader, asking him whether 
men could practice binh con- 
trol. 

in the brief edict stamped 
with his official seals and car- 
rying the full weight of law. 
Ayatollah AJi Khamenei listed 
the withdrawal method, con- 
doms and vasectomies as 
acceptable contraceptive proce- 
dures for men. He scrawled two 
lines at the end that roughly 
read: “When wisdom dictates 
that you do not need more chil- 
dren. a vasectomy is permissi- 
ble.” 

The Islamic revolution is try- 
ing to curb its population 
growth. The early vision of 
producing an Islamic genera- 
tion that would be a challenge 
to the West in its very size has 
been drastically redrawn, over- 
shadowed by the staggering 
difficulties of managing a pop- 
ulation that has vaulted to more 
than 60 million from 35 million 
since 1979. 

“Back then we had just had a 
revolution that faced threats 
from both internal and external 
enemies.” said Grand Ayatollah 
Nasser Makaram-Shirazi, a top 
spiritual guide. "We wanted to 
increase the number of people 
who believed in the revolution 
in order to preserve it.” 

The legal marriage age was 
dropped to nine, and everyone 
from a popular television 
preacher to some of the most 
learned clerics addressing the 
weekly Friday prayers exhorted 
Iranians to moke babies. As a 
result, at least 45 per cent of the 

population is under 17. 

But in the late 1980s, as offi- 
cials pondered the prospects of 
educati nc. housing and 
employing them all. especially 
in the face of continued eco- 
nomic difficulties and Ameri- 
can trade sanctions, they made 
a startling policy reversal. 

And now Iran has one of the 
world's more aggressive pro- 
grammes to encourage smaller 
families: to get a marriage 
licence here, you must hike a 
course in family planning. 

“Now instead of thinking 
about the quantity of Muslims 
we have to think about the 
quality: we need healthier, 
more educated and better 
informed Muslims.” Ayatollah 
Makaram-Shirazi said in an 
interview, sounding more like a 


U.S. foreign aid official than a 
religious leader of a fundamen- 
talist Islamic state. 

“I would not recommend it 
for all countries." he added, 
"but we have understood that if 
we do not control the popula- 
tion. we will have problems in 
economics, education, health 
and culture that will leave the 
deprived who made the revolu- 
tion even more deprived.” 

Even without the religious 
edict, soaring inflation and 
eroding wages would probably 
have pushed Iranians to have 
smaller families. But rapid pub- 
lic agitation was made possible 
by support from influential 
members of the clergy ready to 
fight the inevitable battles over 
which Koranic verse or which 
saying of Mohammad carried 
the necessary weight. 

"There was always some 
question whether family plan- 
ning was approved by the reli- 
gious leadership or not," said 
Dr. Alireza Marandi. Iran's 
health minister. As a deputy 
minister in the early 1980s, he 
recognised that the population 
growth rate, among the world’s 
highest, was rocketing out of 
control. But he also knew that 
any anempt to haul the issue 
into the public arena might let 
slip the unstoppable forces of 
religious intolerance. 

So the ministry quietly kept 
alive a pre-revolutionary pro- 
gramme of distributing free 
condoms and IUDs while 
manoeuvring for an opening. 

“We could never advertise on 
television or put anything in the 
newspapers,” Dr. Marandi said. 
“If we had ’offended anyone, 
the whole thing would have 
gone down the drain." 

He was most sensitive to 
what Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini, leader of the revolu- 
tion. would think. Knowing 
that if Ayatollah Khomeini had 
unered one word against binh 
control the whole nation would 
have tossed away its condoms, 
he always hesitated to ask. He 
finally did after the cabinet 
approved binh control by one 
vote in I9S8. but the interna] 
opposition was so vehement 
that the prime minister refused 
to announce the decision. 

Ayatollah Khomeini suggest- 
ed a public discussion. That 
unleashed a tumult of medical 
seminars and sent Muslim 
scholars digging through their 
texts to provide the religious 
sanction. 

Iranian officials cited two 
examples of the better-known 
sayings of Mohammad used to 
oppose birth control until that 
time. Once Mohammad said he 
was proud of those who had a 
large number of children; 
another time he mentioned that 
he hoped that the number of 
Muslims would outnumber all 
other faiths by Doomsday. 

But birth control supporters 
argued that those were from the 
early days of the faith when his 
followers were few. and they 
found a welter of other sayings 
by Mohammad and other lesser 
prophets that small families 
brought greater ease. 


The debate culminated in a 
1993 law that enshrined binh 
control, lifting subsidised 
health insurance and food 
coupons for any child after the 
third. Abortion remained illegal 
in all cases except when the 
mother's life was in danger. 
But condoms and pills 
remained free. The state also 
introduced mandatory pre-nup- 
tial binh control classes. Before 
getting a marriage licence cou- 
ples must submit a stamped 
form indicating that they 
attended a segregated, hour- 
long lecture on birth control 
methods at their area clinic. 
One student in the class at Far- 
man-Farmaian Health Centre in 
.south Tehran was Bijan Javar. a 
38-year-old Amtrak worker 
from Newark. New Jersey, who 
came home to find a bride. 

“She's a good one. 1 got 
lucky on that,” said Mr. Javar. 
taking the lecture in stride as 
his classmates chuckled ner- 
vously and occasionally asked 
non- technical questions like the 
best way to initiate sex. "This 
class might seem unusual for 
someone outside the country, 
but it is not surprising for Iran." 

Indeed, Iranian birth control 
officials said that even more 
coercive measures, such as 
forcing women who have had 
more than five children to 
undergo a tubal ligation, are 
acceptable given the scope of 
the problem. 

“Sometimes we just have to 
go after people to direct their 
activities," said Zakiah Rashad 
a birth control counsellor. 

The system seems to be 
working well enough so a 
recent directive told counsel- 
lors to be a little gentler, to talk 
to people about the different 
methods rather than just order- 
ing them to follow one. 

Statistics are something of a 
lost art in Iran, but experts say 
the population growth rate has 
dropped steeply. By some esti- 
mates, it has declined from 
about 4 per cent in the 1 980s — 
one of the highest rates ever 
seen anywhere — to about 2.5 
per cent, though rural families 
still tend to bear many children. 

Some in the health ministry 
assert that the growth rate is 
now even lower. In any case, 
there are certain to be some 100 
million Iranians early in the 
next century. 

Today, new parents worry 
about their children’s pro- 
spects, not to mention their 
own ability to pay for them. 
About 10 to 15 men demand 
vasectomies every day at the 
Farman-Farmaian Centre. It is 
•both the surest method and 
free. Azim Aslawi, 44. glanced 
nervously at the men walking 
stiff-legged from the operating 
rooms, trying to avoid groin 
pains. In the doctor’s office he 
asked if Islam really permitted 
such a change. The doctor 
lapped the glass. 

“Now that I have read the let- 
ter I am much more willing to 
do it." said Mr. Aslawi, father 
of two. “No one is proud of big 
families anymore.” 

International Herald Tribune 
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‘Government is determined to chart a course that combines national prosperity with g re ater social equit\_ 

Senior World Bank official lauds growth in exports, 
describes education achievements in Jordan as exemplary 

This is the first of a four-part article . n* <&*** wew n* b . introduction, the '• ,V.J 

r,. journalists on tour areas World Bank said: As a „ .a. ■?-■■■■• r ■ •: \ » • - 

nn tho opnnnmu nf .Inrrlon ac QP.fin „ n „.uv — *•: • • 


This is the first of a four-part article 
on the economy of Jordan as seen 
through the eyes of the World Bank 
which has issued a booklet detail- 
ing the relationship between the 
bank and the Kingdom since 1962. 
Samir Ghawi reports: 


AMMAN — Inder Sud. the 
director of the Middle East 
Department / Middle East 
and North Africa Region at 
the World Bank. Tuesday 
commended Jordan for 
achieving higher exports 
which, he said, were almost 
equal to Egyptian exports 
when non-traditional goods 
and products are excluded. 

Mr. Sud also praised the 
Kingdom's achievements in 
the educational sector and 


described projects imple- 
mented in this area as 
exemplary in the region. 

The senior World Bank 
official, speaking during a 
breakfast gathering which 
was attended by a group of 
journalists representing the 
Arabic and English dailies, 
gave high marks to the 
progress of the Kingdom in 
implementing structural 
reforms and pursuing pri- 
vatisation objectives. 


The director briefed the 
journalists on four areas 
which he saw as being of 
great potential for Jordan's 
future development. He 
specified them as tourism, 
energy, water and a safety- 
net to protect the poor and 
open employment opportu- 
nities for them. 

The gathering was an 
opportunity for Mr. Sud and 
his team to launch a booklet 
entitled: "Jordan and the 
World Bank — Working 
Together for Growth and 
Prosperity." 

The booklet, prepared by 
the World Bank, was not 
described as a typical 
World Bank report but as a 
non-technical overview of 
Jordan’s post record of suc- 
cess on the economic and 
social levels. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — de Leon 
6 Urban eyesore 

10 Tres — 

14 Festoon 

15 Garden need 

1 6 Last of the 
Stuarts 

17 "Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips" star 

1 8 First victim 

19 Freight boat 

20 Sure sign of 
spring? 

23 Korean Gl 

24 Was up front 

25 On cloud nine' 

29 Lacking pizzazz 

33 a Camera* 

34 Lacking 
freshness 

35 Billions of years 

36 Card game 

37 1 926 hit song 

41 Timetable abbr. 

42 Shortfall 

43 Boiling over 

44 “Le Coq — " 

45 Pangolin food 

46 Footless 

47 Money player 

48 Egyptian cobra 

49 Long-legged 
wader 

57 Author Ayn 

58 The fat of the — 

59 Vertical part of a 
step 

61 Middle East 
prince: var. 

62 Actress McClurg 

63 Frame" 

64 Asked 

65 Congeals 

66 Cherished ones 

DOWN 

1 Tablet 

2 Osmatie 
stimulant 

3 Forbidden 
thing 

4 Grouch 

5 Leaving nothing 
out 

6 Shakedown 
artist 

'7 Earring site 


2 

3 

4 

5 









20 





25 126 127 128 


[31 1 32 |33 


[49 150 151 


|54 155 156 


by Gerald R. Ferguson 


8 Previously 
enjoyed 

9 Man of many 
voices 

10 Established 

11 Pizarro victim 

12 ShrayerofTV 

13 First name on 
The Hill 

21 Be inattentive 

22 Confederate 
soldier 

25 Abated 

26 Halt, as a Ship 

27 Lend — (listen) 

28 Restaurant bill 

29 Marks for 
exclusion 

30 Word in Hope 
film titles 

31 Homer epic 

32 Blood carrier 

33 Paragon 

35 Play the 

henchman 

38 Exalts. 

39 Like some 
herring 


ALA 

r u s 

LAS 

OUT 

ENA 

SUN 

t n i 

SEC 

OUT 

I G E 

T E S 


MAS 

ALE 

Y E R 

L 

O ^ J3 

A Z £j 

o iJB 


■ 11 
J A H 

OjL E 

e|m s 


■11 
L L O 

E PM 
D UjC 

JlSa 

O U L 
? P O 

IH 


© 1996 Tribune Media Services, Inc, 
AI rights reserved. 


40 Family member: 
abbr. 

45 Arp's field 

46 Residue 

47 Military chaplain 

48 Mosquito genus 

49 Type of bag 

50 Hindu hero 


51 Author Bagnold 

52 Take on cargo 

53 Inventory item 

54 Baptism, e.g. 

55 US safety depL 

56 At hand 
60 TLC 

dispensers 


In an introduction, the 
World Bank said: "As a 
small country with limited 
natural resources,' Jordan's 
future prosperity will 
depend upon the creation of 
an investment friendly 
economy with a strong 
export base." 

“Fortunately. Jordan's 
four million people are 
among the most educated in 
the region. This talented 
workforce is Jordan's great- 
est asset,'* the introduction 
of the booklet pointed out. 
It added: "As the govern- 
ment's economic reforms 
improve the climate for 
business activity, the pro- 
fessional and technical 
skills of the workforce can 
be applied ro increase pro- 
ductive capacity and com- 
petitiveness." 

“At the same time this 
combination of business 
investments and skilled 
.workforce can develop the 
physical infrastructure nec- 
essary to sustain a vibrant 
private sector-led econo- 
my." the World Bank indi- 
cated. 

Mr. Sud told the gathering 
that the Jordanian govern- 
ment has not accepted a 
pattern of growth witnessed 
in many developing coun- 
tries where the benefits of 
increased economic activity 
is absorbed by the upper 
strata of society while the 
poor remain poor. “The 
government is determined 
to chan a course that com- 
bines national prosperity 
with greater social equity," 
the World Bank emphasised 
in the booklet 
Before examining the pre- 
sent economic situation and 
future concerns, the booklet 
reviewed the recent eco- 
nomic hisioiy of the King- 
dom by stating the follow- 
ing: 

Although Jordan is not an 
oil-exporting country, the 
oil boom years of 1973- 
1983 were profitable for 
Jordan because oil-export- 
ing neighbours were gener- 
ous in the provision of 
grants and soft loans and in 
generating employment for 
Jordanians. This helped 
spark a period of unprece- 
dented economic growth. 
From 1973 to 1983 Jor- 
dan’s GDP grew in excess 
of 10 per cent per year, 
while per capita income 
approached an all-time high 
of $2,250 in ’87. The steep 
decline in prices that hit the 
region in 1983 caused a 


(Continued on page 9) 
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The Business of Information 


M ajwr Currencies A Crnss Ralct 


Pria-k as at 


US Diiliar 
DE Mark 
GB Sturllini* 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dtillar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 

Encrjry 


Brent 25.45 2G.05 

VV. T«xa< 25.60 25.80 

Bony 2SAS 26.05 

Dubai 21.97 22.17 

UL Gat 230.00 232.00 


Mid-E:isl Currencies 





J.?- '-Jin' 1 liir 


SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4093 

0.16715 0.3373 

30.1005 

AE Dirham 

0.2724 

0.41815 

0.17077 0.34459 

30.7522 

KW Dinar 

3.3356 

5.12033 

2.09118 4,21941 

376.506 

BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.07166 

1.66279 3.3557 

299.491 

CY Puuiul 

2.1377 

3.2794 

1.3397 2.7021 

241.111 


Metal Prices 


Cu r r e nev PeptiMt RaU*» (Bid) 


Gold f«*S) 
Silver fnzS) 
Platinum (tn's) 
Ah (3 Mimthk) 
CU t3 Munrhs) 
Zinc D Month O 
Lead (3 Munths] 
Nf (3 Months') 



Co flee (c/Ilis) 

121.08 

Spill 

Cocoa (S'ton) 

1460 

Spul 

Susar (S/inn) 

325.5 

Spill 

Wheat (S/tun j 

155 

Sp«l 

Soya (c/Ihi) 

22.57 

Spul 

Tea blgftg) 

115 

Spill 

Barter ($/b»h) 

2.48 

Spul 

■ Rice (S/inn) 

465 

Spul 


* JOD Crass Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

GBSltrHin» 1.1263 1.1319 

DE Mark 0.4615 0.4638 

Cl I Franc 0.5604 0.5632 

FR Franc 0.1366 0.1373 

JP Yen 0.6283 0.6314 

NL Guilder 0.4114 0.4135 

IT Lira 0.46 22 0.4645 

* Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


THERESA > 
BUNCH OF 
BIRDWATCHERS 
OUT TODAY., j 




THEYLL BE TAKIN6 PICTURES 
SO YOU SHOULD 6ET OUT 
AND START FLYING AROUND.. 


THAT 5 NOT 
EXACTLY 
WHAT 1 
MEANT., i 



Andy Capp 


l WE MIGHT GET \ 
> SOMEWHERE IF l 
f -SOU STARTS? TO , 
yPULL *>CXJtt WEISril^j 

I tch/vou'renotV 

On ABOUT SUCCESS) 
^ — r AGAIM— r—s 


O l«8 MCN 

XT BY SWCAnOU IhrtBKAIIOHAl »«R1H 
uicmeA SYwawt mc 


LOOK. PET, ms > 
NOT WHO WINS 
OR LOSES, BUT * 
i HOW YOU PLAY 
^ THE GAME r > 


I KNOW 
* THAT, 4 

I KNOfcV- 


&1/THOW 

DO/GET< 

XOUIMO 


& - , TCa. 


Mutt’nJeff 


WE WB?E JUST 1 
CUTTING A LITTLH 
j FIRE WOOD/ *— ■ 




Si * 






ami 

mm 

1.5340 

ms® 

0.6269 

1.2640 

112.79 

1.3447 

1530.25 

1.7211 

mum 

5.1857 

j 

0.6519 

- 

0^084 

0.8241 

73.57 

0.8764 

397.30 

1.1221 

3.3803 

I 

1.5952 


- 

2.0156 

179.69 

2.1451 

2440.75 

2.7452 

8J712 

i 

0.7911 

121.27 

0.4954 

- 

89.21 

1.0630 

1209.68 

136.09 

4.0994 


0.0089 

1.3588 

0.5551 

1.1197 

- 

1.1912 

13.56 

152.46 

4.5936 


0.7437 

1.1404 

0^4659 

0.9396 

1.19 

- 

1137.56 

1.27S4 

3.8550 

! 

0.0007 

1.0022 

0.4094 

0.0S26 

1356.14 

0.8785 

- 

11.24 

3.3877 

| j 

0.5810 

89.07 

0.3639 

73.43 

65.49 

0.7808 

888.60 

- 

3.0113 

i 

0.1 928 

0.2958 

0.1208 

24.3700 

21.73 

0JJ593 

33,18 

33.1609 


! i 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 23. 1996 

; By Thomas S. Piersai, 
A?:npfoser. Cartvil | 
Richter Foundation j 
< 

ARIES: i March 21 to 
; April 1 91 You warn ro get 
; into new ventures today, 
however, be prepared ro 
; make changes in your 
i mode «if life. Larer’dris 
; evening yuu can seek as 

• the advice of bigwigs and 

• use those suggestions ro 

■ make your career activi- 
; ties beixer. 

| i TAl’RL’S; f April 20 to 
May 21 1 You can have 
j greater pleasure in the 
j evening tonight with yonr 
’ mate ifjou show he or she 

■ additional affection which 
' will be most appreciated, 

I Listen ro some interesting 

: new suggestions from a. 

■ knowledceitble person. 

' GEMINI: i May 21 to 
1 June 2 1 1 Some civic needs 
j to be studied well today so 
j that \ou cun make the 
; appropriate decisions con- 

• eenung your career activi- 
| ties. If a fellow associate 

changes his or her atti- 
j tude. don't be surprised by 
i the ouicome. 
j MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 J Study 
J brochures and pamfdilets 
I today which can help you 
! to handle regular tasks. A 
J fellow associate may 
! seem peculiar at this time, 

I however, you should not 
I be concerned since this 
{ may be his or her normal 
j behaviour. 

j LEO: (July 22 to August 
j21i Don't fill up yoor 

■ schedule today with a lot 

■ of amusements, since you 
1 still have regular duties 
! which must be concluded, 
j Something special later 
j this evening may turn up 
i for the better if are obser- 
! vant 

! VIRGO: (August 22 m 
| September 22) Study 
whatever ideas or sugges- 
tions today which will 
piease and delight your 
family. Make antagonism 
a thing of tbeepast so thfli 
there won’t be any dis- 
agreement with yom* 
loved ones or close 
friends. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 221 Some . sud- 
den trip or unexpected 
mission could be in the, 
offing today which just 
might bring good luck to 
you and vour loved ones. 
Later tonight you should 
be observant towards 
opportunities to become 
successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A finan- 
cially-minded dose friend 
can give you fine ad rice 
today, so be sure to follow 
it to the letter. Take no 
risks later this evening 
while driving on the high- 
way so that you can safely 
return to vour loved ones. 

SAGnTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 1 Later in the 
evening be with person 
who are a little different 
than you. since they can 
give good ideas ro you 
which can beneficiaL 
Today you can proceed on 
a new project if you con- 
sult with bigwigs and use 
their suggestions. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Take 
time today to think and 
tap your subconscious foe f, 
good ideas and hunches 
which will be beneficial 
for your career activities. 
Your mate can give bene- 
ficial ideas this evening so 
you should pay attention. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) This is s 
fine day today for social, 
affairs and for seeing as 
many friends as you can. 
Plan how best to gftin 
wishes which you deem to 
be important to your 
career activities and can 
make your efforts suc- 
cessful in the days ahead. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Take advantage 
of opportunities whidi 
arise today in your busi- 
ness world and they could 
develop into financial pos* 
itives. Advancement is 
possible in your career 
activities if you gtfia ji 
recognition from a big* 
wi« 


Birthstone of October: 
Opal — Tourmaline. ' 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 23, 1996 


Jordan’s future prosperity seen depending on creating 
an investment-friendly economy with a strong export base 


(Continued from page 81 

significant economic slow- 
down in the oil-ex pcning 
states, causing grant assis- 
tance and remittance income 
to decline in Jordan. The 
growth of the boom years 
was not self-sustainable due 
to the excessive reliance on 
foreign assistance and for- 
eign labour markets, and 
after a few' years of accumu- 
lating cosily Foreign com- 
mercial debt. Jordan becan 
to experience successive 
years of weak and negaiK 
growth. 

By the rime the economic 
crisis bottomed out. per 
capita income had declined 
from the $2,250 peak of the 
boom years to SI. 080 in 
1991. The process of recov- 
ery was greatly retarded by 
the 1991 Gulf war. which 
witnessed the return of more 
than 300.0*30 Jordanians 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait and caused unem- 
ployment to soar to 23 per 
cent. 


Jordan has. rebounded in 
remarkable tu>hion. and 
recent economic perfor- 
mance has been impressive. 
Real GDP rose by 16 per 
cent in I9y2. 5.9 per cent ill 
1993. 5.iS per cent in 1994. 
and 6.4 per cent in 1995. 
fuelled b\ a construction 
boom, rapid increases in 
exports, strong rebound* in 
several other sectors from 
the recession of 1990-91. 
and a major expansion of 
remittances from Jordanian- 
returning home as a conse- 
quence of the Gulf war. 

These successbe years of 
strong growth are also a 
direct result of the govern- 
ment’s economic adjustment 
programme and the 
improved political situation 
in the region, which are 
stimulating increased and 
more efficient in\ esurient-. 
These are creating jobs at a 
rate which has cut unem- 
ployment in half from its 
Guif crisis peak. 

The World Bank indicated 
dial die aforementioned eco- 


nomic hi -lory "illustrates 
three truths" which are: 

First, a healthy private sec- 
tor driven by market-orient - 
ed principle* is essential to 
maintain long-term econom- 
ic growth. The government 
is responding to this need 
with reform policies that 
reward the professional and 
entrepreneurial lalents of the 
Jordanian people. An 
expanding private sector is 
sii mu laung job creation and 
building the production base 
dial is essential to future 
prosperity. 

Second, dependence on 
regional labour markets and 
official assistance creates 
unnecessary vulnerability to 
political and economic 
shocks. As recent events in 
Jordan have demonstrated, 
these shocks can w reuk eco- 
nomic havoc. Jordan is 
responding to the lesson by 
developing iis export trade 
u ith countries outside the 
region and shifting incen- 
tives toward the export of 
aoods and services rather 
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than people. 

Third, peace and political 
stability are prerequisites for 
long-term economic devel- 
opment. The wars that have 
rocked the Middle East have 
deterred private investment 
and encouraged capital 
flight, while necessitating 
some of die highest per capi- 
ta military expenditures in 
the world". This has had a 
crippling effect on all of the 
economies of the region. 
The peace process has laid 
the foundation for the estab- 
lishment of a politically sta- 
ble. business-friendly envi- 
ronment that has the poten- 
tial to reverse the debilitat- 
ing trends of the past. 

By initiating policies 
designed to attract private 
capital while gradually real- 
locating resources away 
from national defence to 
more productive ventures, 
Jordan is laying the basis for 
an economic renaissance. 

Jordan’s relationship with 
the World Bank dates buck 
to 1962 when the 
International Development 
Association (IDA), the 
World Bank's soft loan arm 
w;ls invited to assist the 
Kingdom in financing a 
water and sewer project for 
Amman. 

Since supporting that ini- 
tial investment, the World 
Bank and IDA have provid- 
ed assistance as partners in 
55 projects. 

Total lending commit- 
ments through mid- 1996 
approached S 1 .4 billion with 
about $500 million commit- 
ted for ongoing projects. 
Outstanding amounts at the 
end of June 1996 were about 
$700 million, Mr. Sud 
explained, pointing out that 
Jordan was repaying about 
the same amount as it is get- 
ting in new financing. 

These funds have been 
used to help the government 
finance investments in prior- 
ity' areas of infrastructure 
development such as energy, 
water, mining and transport, 
as well as in human resource 
development through pro- 
grammes in education, 
vocational training, and 
health. 

Since 19S9 the World 
Bank has added a series of 


quick-disbursing adjustment 
loans that are designed to 
assist the government with 
sectoral reforms in energy, 
water, and agriculture, and 
with the macro-economic 


restructuring that is current- 
ly taking place. 

The World Bank is work- 
ing with the government and 
other donors on a number of 
projects that span a broad 


ranee of economic sectors. 

In addition, the World 
Bank has e trended millions 
of dollars in grants to Jordan 
for environmental improve- 
ments and institution- 


xtivncihening. and iu* 
jJminiMcrcd million-, liioic 
in grant' from oilier -uutec* 
for polltniun control jnd 
other er.v ironmem.il protec- 
tion. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL 

mousing i-A::;: C£::?£:n aj::an 
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A 3 BANK 
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MIL. EAST IK'.'. BX . 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BX. 

3.040 

2.550 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
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.990 
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3.500 
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3.300 
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1.530 
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BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 189.79 -CHCi 


+ 2.910 

3.0SO 
2.S00 

2.080 
2.120 
1. BSC 

JOR FRENCH 1NS0R. 
YARXOUK INCUR. 
ARAD IIFE INCUR. 

5.6 

9 m 

1C.C 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX 1 119 

53 -CXG: 

-C- . * \ 

1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PKR. 

ll.: 


6.050 

4.650 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

13-4 


2.050 

1.0SO 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 



1.260 

. £90 

JORDAN TNTL.TPAS. 


C- -** 

2.380 

1.630 

KID. EAST HOTELS 


r - 

3.660 

3.130 

ARAS INTL.INV.EDUC, 

13. j 

c 7 

1.350 

. 960 

ZARKA education 



2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 



1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

c..: 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: ];; 

21 • CKC ■ 

-: .50 

3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

:e.9 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

33. I 


5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

le-J 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

9.2 

£.7? 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 



3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COKM.ACB. 

29.7 

0.00 

4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PHARE. MAI.'F. 

16.6 

5. 92 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC HID. 

7.S 


S. 800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

3.7 

6.57 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 



2.690 

2.530 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 



2.100 

1.210 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 


7.00 

1.090 

.620 

NATIONAL IHDS. 

9.2 
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1.150 

.830 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IHDS. 
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3.S50 

2.260 

UNIV.CHEM.rtIDS. 

70.1 

0.00 

2.050 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM.CHEh. 

21.3 


3.260 

1.520 

UHIV. MODN.IMDS. 

4.6 

13.25 

2.100 

1.140 

JOR. INDS .RESOURCES 

17.8 

C.iO 

1.590 

.890 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.1 


1.490 
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INTL. TOBACCO 

26.1 
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.950 

.440 

HKTL . COMKER . CENTERS 

E 






.940 

.700 

UNION IHV. C0-- 

70.3 






1.120 

.500 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 


o.:c 


3 22CC 



.640 

.340 

JOR. IHDS . MATCH- JEKCO 


o.co 





.910 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 IIED. 


0.00 





1.760 

1.360 

NATL. CHLORli® 

E 

D.OJ 

T* 
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.710 

.480 

ARAB IHTL.iriV.TRD. 


0.00 
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.850 

.610 

RA1X PHARM. 6SJ 







.850 

.440 

INDS- ENG. 

29.2 
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1.450 

.770 
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E 
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.890 

.610 

NATL- POULTRY 
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1.500 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

S.l 

0.00 





5.500 

3.600 

ARAB STEEL PIPES 

9.5 
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J 
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+ - Now 13 moncha low 
S i Stock dividend during the poot 12 itonthn 
N : Listed during the pant 12 monthc 
P I P/E ratio io 100 or more 
g : Negative p/E 

E i Earning is zero or M/A 5c t the most recent year 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


“When we renew our vows, can you 
promise not to walk in front of 
the TV so often?” 


that scrambled word game 

^ by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Urecramtsla these tour Jumbles, 
one leUer to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


ri made inem ties* leOev 


CHITK 



□ 

r S 


NILOG 


— 

□ 

□ 


RUPALL 




□ 

□ 

□ 



. MAKING 5AU5AG£ 
|THE OL.C-FA5HIONeC? 1 
WAY GAVE 
HIM THIS. 


SITARG 


I 

7^ 



Now arrange ihe circled leners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MERCY FAUNA TUXEDO DECODE 
Answer: What the e*-ballpmyer did when he became 

a surgeon — HE MADE THE CUT 


mmi 

FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Af Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 . 


francesco 

smalto 

Louis Feraud 

(Men’s Wear) 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] io 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop aod get;- 

• JUMBO jabot* 
aba 30% Imrgmr 

• Free •alarte- 
mmat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisaoi^. Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


NO 1 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
^VILLAS 



■ BYBLOS ■ 

mmism 




REAL C S f A r E 


FOR 
I RENT 

I ^ Deluxe Villas . 

mf Appanmems 
in Arnman 


For details please call 

I Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



OLYfflPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL. ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE ms 


SPECIAL PRICES 
FOR LONGTERM - STAY 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 


Jabal Amman - Rainbow Sir. 

Tel: 625407- 

Amman - Jordan -&> 





Jordan Times Tel: 
684311/699834 


m FOR YOUR 
\ Advertisement 


« FOR YOUR M 
I Advertisement i 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TEL : 699369 

FAX : 704414 


Happt|l>Mf$ 2 r 

Patti Jente 

SoufiA & SddcU (Jd(c 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Uflus Utbaina 
beblnd San Rock 
Hotel 


& 

CROWN MOTEL 


- indoor hirted^v 

S HUMMING POOl^ 

■ SRUNfl , JRCUZ2l( - 
& MBSSfi&E 
FITNESS ROOM 
TENNIS G S0URSH 

COURTS 

TEL 758188 

RADIO & TU STATION RG. 



DOLLAR 


BtEMTAWt 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel 693399 



AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 




Ii FOR YOUR , 
Advertisement 


Areas 120, £6, 450 square meters ‘ 

Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 

Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined alter inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 ~ 


Located feisAtu 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



^ : 667inexf.223 
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Indurain offered $10 million 
to win sixth Tour de France 


PARIS (AFP) — Miguel 
Indurain has been offered 
$10 million by the Once 
professional cycling team 
to make another attempt to 
win a record sixth Tour de 
France next year, the 
1’Equipe sports daily 
reported on Tuesday. 

The 32-year-old 

Spaniard, who has been 
with the Banesto team all 
his career, has been 
rumoured to be on the 
point of announcing his 
retirement since losing to 
Denmark's Bjame Riis in 
this year's Tour. 

The Banesto team, 
financed by a Spanish 
bank, have signed 1995 
world champion. Abraham 
Olano of Spain, but 
Indurain said after with- 
drawing from the Tour of 
Spain in September. 
“Some people have buried 
me too quickly." 

Once, sponsored by the 
Spanish Blind Association, 
reportedly promised 
Indurain that their French 
rider Laurent Jalabert and 
Alex Zuile would help him 



Miguel Indurain 


in his attempt for a sixth 
tour win. 

Indurain was upset when 
Banesto refused ro invite 
his personal doctor. Sabino 
Padilla, to join the team 
during this year’s Tour de 
France after he took up a 
job as doctor to the 
Athletic Bilbao soccer 
club. 

Indurain, who reportedly 
met once team manager 
Manolo Saiz last week, 
paid for Padilla to join him 
in France. 

However. Once might 
have difficulty fulfilling 
their promise as Zuile 
might have ambitions of 
his own to win the French 
classic. 

The 2S-year-old Swiss 
rider. runner-up to 
Indurain in the 1995 Tour 
de France, won the tour of 
Spain and the world lime- 
trial championship recent- 
ly to make amends for a 
massively disappointing 
Tour de France. 


•jiC- 
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INVITATION 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE AMMAN AL 
SAMRA WASTEWATER PROJECT 
EXPANSION OF 
AIN GHAZAL PRE-TREATMENT 
PLANT 

CENTRAL TENDER NO 180/96 

1- The Water Authority of Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
hrough the Ministry of Public Works and 
jtousing/Gqvernment Tenders Directorate, invites 
applications- from international and local contractors 
experienced in wastewater treatment plants, with special 
efriphasis on odour control systems, who wish to pre- 
qualify for the above. Applications from local contractors 
shall be limited to those in First Grade classified in 
wastewater treatment plants, or a 'joint venture between 
First Grade firms classified in water and sewerage works, 
and similarly classified in electro-mechanical works 
contractors. 

International contractors will be expected to joint venture 
or associate with local contractors in these grades. 

2- The project is financed by the Kreditanstalt fuer 
Weideraufbau (KFW) of Germany. The project consists of 
screening and de-gritting, a de-odorization plant and 
effluent flow measurement. 

Plant capacity is 330,000 m3/d and the contract shall 
include the design and construction of all civil works, 
the supply and erection of mechanical and electrical plant 
plant commissioning and training of personnel. The new 
pre-treatment plant will be located alongside the existing 
pre-treatment plant at Ain Ghazal. Amman. 

The project consists of, but not limited to, the following 
facilities: 

* Screening, grit removal and biological and chemical odor 
control. 

Bypassing the peak incoming flow directly to both 
wastewater conveyors and the existing retention tanks in 
an emergency. 

Screenings and grit classification and removal is 
simplified and a manual backup system is provided for 
both case of power failure. 

* The inlet, screens and screenings and grit removal will be 
enclosed in a Screen and Grit Handling Building for 
purposes of odor control. 

* An Odor Control Facility and a Control and Equipment 
Building will be constructed adjacent to the Screen and 
Grit Handling Building additional odor control facilities will 
be provided at the existing Diversion Structure No. 2 
downstream of the plant 

The estimated construction time is about 9-12 months 
including commissioning of the plant facilities. 

3- Pre-qualification documents can be obtained without 
charge from: 

The Government Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing in Amman, P.O. Box 1220, Tel: 
(962) 6 606 757; Fax (962) 6 606 751. 

4- The latest date for the request of pre-qualification 
questionnaire is the 10th of November, 1996. 

5- Qualification Documents are due not later than 12:00 
hours. Jordan local time, on the 10th of December, 1996 to 
the office of the Government Tenders Directorate. 

6- Qualification documents will be publicly opened at 
14:00 hours, Jordan local time on the 10th of December, 
1996 in the office of the Government Tenders Directorate. 

7- Selection for pre-qualification shall not constitute an 
obligation on the Directorate to award of contract, which 
will only be determined later through an evaluation of 
tender bids from pre-qualified films. 

Chairman Central Tenders Committee 
General Director 

Eng. Maser Madadhah 


Edberg comfortable 
winner against Henman 

STUTTGART (R) — Stefan Edberg cruised to an easy 
6-4, 6-2 win over Tim Henman of Britain in the open- 
ing round of the $2.25 million Stuttgart Open Monday. 

The Swede, who plans to quit tennis at the end of the 
year, needed 90 minutes to eliminate Henman, a Czech 
Open semifinalist last week bur still searching for his 
first ATP Tour win. 

Edberg. w-ho has been suffering from a cold in the last 
week, said he was pleased to have overcome the first 
hurdle here so easily. 

"The first match of a tournament is always very- 
tricky " he said. “I felt very' comfortable tonight." 

The $wede, ranked 17th; in the world, prised open a 
close JlrsL^et by breaking serve to go ahead 5-4 and 
then holding his own serve. That seemed to deflate 
Henman, who won just two of the next eight games. 

“It wasn’t really as exciting as I thought it was going 
to be." Edberg added. 

Edberg will now face Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia in 
the second round on Wednesday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TAN MAH WRSCH 


Q.1 

hold: 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
As South, vulnerable, you will play you for a good hand. 


*8 6 5 W 10 7 -1 6 S *K Q 9 5 4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
1* DM Pass 24- 

Pass SNT Pass 7 
What action do you lake? 

A - Partner's double followed by a 
bid of no trump at the cheapest 
level shows a hand too strong for an 
onpnal no-trump overall. With six 
points and a good five-card suit fac- 
ing a partner who has at least a 
balanced 19-count, not to bid three 
no trump would be a grow derelic- 
tion of duly. 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•Void TA Q 4 3 2 OAQ 107 *KJI04 
Your righL-hnnd opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
actioo do you Like? 

A - More than likely you have the 
best hand at the table. 
Unfortunately, vour opponent has 
opened in your best suiL You can- 
not overall at the twoJtvrl in a 
four-card suit and to double risks 
partner jumping to some impossible 
level in sp-.ides. Pass, and see how 
the bidding develops. 

Q. 3 - As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*105 V04 vKQJT *AQ,M3 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pass 24- Pass 

2J Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - You have a superb lit Tor part- 
ner's second suit, but resist the 
temptation to jump u four dia- 
monds. That would lake you past 
three no trump, which could be 
your only makablc game. Raise to 
three diamonds. Since you respond- 
ed initially at the two-level, partner 


Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K 7AKQJ943 0Q84 *A8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1*7 Pasa 2* Pass 

37 Pass 3* Pas* 

What do you bid now? 

A - If partner has either fireu or 
second-round diamond control, 
slam should be laydown. To pin- 
ptinl your concern, cue-bid four 
dubs iww, Lhcn continue to five 
hearts. North's next call will deter- 
mine at what level you play the 
hand. 

Q. 5 - East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

•6 7QI098 CA Ktl 10 *41043 

Hie bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1C- Dbl Rdbl 2* 

Pass 3* Pass Pass 

What action do you take? 

A - Partner has no great length in 
spades, did not bid boons and could 
not support diamonds. All things 
point to North having some club 
length. Since we hold the balance of 
power, we would compete by bid- 
ding four dubs. 

Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: . 

*A 874 7AQJ W764 *108 

The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
10 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A - This holding Is dangerous. 

Your diamond length suggests that 
partner is short in the suit, so why 
did North pass over one diamond? 

It sounds as though partner is very 
weak, so pass. 


Raiders beat Chargers for 3rd successive victory 


SAN DIEOO (R) — The Oakland defence limited rhe San 
Diego Charsers to a mere 29 yards rushing as the Raiders 
recorded their third consecutive victory, a 1 4 triumph on 

Monday night. , . 

Cole Ford kicked his second of three field goals and Jett 

Hostetler connected with Derrick Fenner on a !/-vard 
touchdown pass in a 10-0 third quarter that gave the Raiders 
a solid "'0-7 lead heading into the fourth quarter. 

Oakland, which began the season with a roekv 1-4 start, 
raised its record to 4-4 to move one-half game behind san 
Dieso (4-3) for third place in the .AFC W est. 

San Diego's starting quarterback Stan Humphries wa> 
knocked out in the first quarter with a separated left shoul- 
der after beinc tackled by Oakland's Chester McGlockton. 

Backup Sean Salisbury was 22-of-35 for 25. yards for the 
Chargers, connecting with Tony Martin for touchdown 
passes in the first and fourth quarters. 

But that was ail the offence the Chargers could muster as 
a fired up Oakland defence kepi San Diego off the score- 
board in the second and third quarters. It was a far cr\ trom 
the Chargers' wild 40-34 win in the first meeting between 
the AFC West rivals last month. 


Nupolean Kaufman, who ran for 5b yards on 13 carries, 
scored on a 1 2 -> arc run to give Oakland a 7-0 advantage 
just, over three minute' into the game. The Chargers 
responded with Martin's f:r>t touch Jo v. n. an 1! -yard catch 
that tied the -core with three second* left in the opening 
quarter. 

Ford's 3b -yard ficid goal 3:33 into the second gave the 

Raiders a 10-7 halftime lead. 

In the third quarter. Hostetler directed an S-play, 65-yard 
scoring drive. He was 20-of-33 for 1 9 i yard? with one 
touchdown and or.e interception. 

Oakland linebacker Pat Swilling later recovered a fumble 
by Salisbury and returned it 49 yard" to set up Ford's 32- 
yarder that made it 20-7. 

Salisbury's 12-yard touchdown pass so Tony Martin — 
his league-leading ninth touchdown reception — pulled the 
Chargers within 20-14 just under two Minute* into the 
fourth. 

Man in also had catches of 25 and 3 1 yard-, on the 13 -play. 
79-yard scoring drive. 

Ford third field goal, a 34 -y ardor with 2: 1 1 left complet- 
ed the scorine. 
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Atlanta Braves shortstop Jeff Blauser leaps over New York Yankees Tim Raines as he completes the double play 
on a ball hit by YYade Boggs in the sixth inning in Game Two. of the World Series. The Atlanta Braves defeated the 
New York Yankees 4-0. The Braves are leading the best-of-seven series 2-0 l Reuters photo* 

Braves blank Yanks to extend series lead 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Atlanta pitcher Greg 
Maddux baffled New York's 
$66 million lineup so badly 
that spectators reached sec- 
ond base more often than 
Yankees during game two 
of the 92nd World Series. 

Maddux scattered six hits 
and Fred McGriff baited 
home three runs to lead the 
reigning World Series 
champions past New York 
4-0 here Monday, putting 
them halfway toward their 
goal of a second consecu- 
tive title. 


“This is a game I will 
probably take to the grave 
with me." Maddux said. 
*T m proud. I have had 
games where l might have 
pitched better. Under the 
circumstances, this was 
great. This is an intimidat- 
ing place. It gets to you." 

The Braves grabbed a 2-0 
lead in the best-of-seven 
American baseba II fi nal . 
which continued with Game 
3 Tuesday in Atlanta. 

Only twice in II tries has 
a team that opened with two 
home losses rallied to win 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Al Hassan 

the Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Culture 
present 

the 1 1th Italian Film Week in Jordan 
22-29 October 1996 

at the Main Theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre 

PROGRAMME 

1) Sostiene Pereira 
(Pereira Holds) 

Director Roberto Faenza 

2) RegaJo di Natale 
(Christmas Present) 

Director Pupi Avati 1 

3) Romanzo di un giovane povero 
(The Story of a Poor Young Man) 

Director Ettore Scola' 

4) Una storia semplice 
(A Simple Story) 

Director Emidio Greso 

5) Per grazia ricevuta 
(For Favours Received) 

Director Nino Manfredi 

6) Nemici d'infanzia 
(Childhood Enemies) 

All films are Italian with subtitle in English. Entrance ticket 

is JD 1 for adults and 500 fils for students. 

go to the Centre for Special Education of the 
Young Muslim Women's Association. 


22/10 

23/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

23/10 

24/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

24/10 

25/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

26/10 

27/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

27/10 

28/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

28/10 

29/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 


the series. 

Six spectators ran onto the 
field interrupting the game 
before being chased down 
and taken away by police 
officers. Three of them 
reached second base, an 
achievement Maddux 
allowed to only two Yankee 
batters. 

'it's a little scan some- 
times." Maddux said. "With 
some people running on the 
field, you never know what 
might happen. You hope 
they can keep it under con- 
trol." 

Maddux, voted the best 
National League (NLi 
hurler the past four years, 
dominated with swerving 
change-up and fastball 
pitches that were mostly 
tapped into harmless ground 
outs. 

“Absolutely awesome. 
You can’t get any better." 
Atlanta pitching coach Leo 
Mazzone said. "Maddux has 
a way of frustrating hitters 
in a way I’ve never seen. He 
throws you a strike without 
giving you anything to hit. 
He is the greatest pitcher I 
have ever seen. His accura- 
cy Is second to none.” 

Only 20 of S2 Maddux 
pitches in eight innings 
missed the strike zone. 

“1 just tried to keep the 
ball down, find my loca- 
tions and mix my speeds." 
Maddux said. "I'm not 


overpowering. I just try to 
mix them up " 

The Yankees, who boast 
the top pitching lineup in 
the American League, had 
seen nothing like Maddux, 
all season. 

“He is really something. 
He has his way with you.” 
Yankee Manager Joe Torre 
said. "The ball changes 
speeds, moves up and 
down. He was really a mas- 
ter tonight. 

"He doesn’t do it with 
power. He does it with a loi 
of finesse and a lot of confi- 
dence and a lot of intelli- 
gence." 

Maddux chose the Braves 
over the Yankees when he 
was a free agent in 1 992 and 
has been the stalwart of 
baseball's toughest pitching 
lineup since. 

"That was a typical 
Maddux game — he was 
quick, sneaky and the bail 
had a lot of life to it." said 
Atlanta manager Bobby 
Co.x. who also praised 
Maddux’s fielding skills. 

Mark Wohlers pitched the 
ninth for Atlanta to seal the 
\ ictorv. 

The Braves, trying to be^ “ 
the first NL team in 20 years ' 
to defend a series title, 
ripped New York 12-1 in 
Sunday's opener. Atlanta's 
4S-2 total win margin in the 
past five games is a baseball 
playoff record. 


su fE R deluxe furnished 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

P''° und fl °°[ "ith a garden. Consisting of 2 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, laundry room, salon, dining 
room, kitchen, telephone. 

Location: 7th Circle, beside Royal Automobile Club. 
Pjease call Tel: 825B1R - 672441 
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CINEMA TEL634144 

y PHILADELPHIA 

Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 




A 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 

Ahmad Zaki & Yusra....in 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD -1* 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 






Y Arnmoun Theatre & CinemaaY 
TEL: 618274- 618275 ■> 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

P/ay starts 8:30 p.m. 






N& b i 1 s H i 3 hair, ' s Theatre 1 
TEL: 62515 5 

PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155, 









Jordan 1113163, Wednesday, October 23, 1996 


day, Octob 


er23 



... 


i\ ;s 






' >'* M-. 

: j. '"•! 

'■ nmi : 




-SES5- 


rn tef- 

t «;*« 










*- - ->,y- ■ ^ 
; ■- .«•#£ 
• • ■* i . r - 

i-.o- 
'. ■ # 


• - t . :r.- oi'iink: 
: • idclU: 


cl senes lei 


ELUXt,-:. 

. ■ f* > ' “? ” «- 






* '.oP‘ 


HE 

ab ^ 


w 1 5 


an Bi5 r 


.,.0^ 

*' fe * e ;:<5- ^ 

J J • *■ 


Sports 




-HkC* * 




» 3GKaS 

,yi®i 


. i 


.m 









Steffi Graf 


Graf, Seles head 
women’s WTA rankings 

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida iR ) — Leading women's ten- 
nis rankings as issued by the WTA Tour: 

1. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

1 . Monica Seles ( U.S.'l 

2. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain) 

3. Conchita Martinez (Spain) 

4. Anke Huber (Germany) 

5. Jana Novotna (Czech Republic) 

6. Lindsay Davenport (U.S.) 

7. Iva Majoli (Croatia) 

8. Martina Hingis (Switzerland) 

9. Kimiko Date (Japan) 

10. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) 

Leading money winners 
in women's tennis 


ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (R) — Leading money win- 
ners in women’s tennis as issued bv the WTA Tour. 

1. Steffi Graf (Germany) ' $2,127,206 

2. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario (Spain ) SI .444,444 

3. Monica Seles f U.S.) $1,066-749 

4. Jana Novotna (Czech Republic) $798,852 

5. Conchita Martinez (Spain) $772,751 

‘6. Martina Hingis (Switzerland) $733,751 

7. Lindsay Davenport (U.S.) $602,663 

8. Iva Majoli (Croatia) $577,155 

9. Anke Huber (Germany) $531,685 

10. Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S. ) $4 1 2,606 


Under the Patronage of 
HRH Princess Sumaya El Hasson 
The British institute at Amman for 
Archaeology & History cordially invites 
you to the Wadi Fay nan Art Exhibition 
at Al BaJka’aArt Gallery, Fuheis 
on October 16-31, 1996, lOanv-Bpm 


Tel 720677 


SPONSORED BY THE ARAB POTASH CO. LTD 


MUHAMMAD BUSHHAQ ■ GHA0A DAHDALEH ■ AM MAR 
KH AM MASH * 5ALAM KANAAN * HAZEH ZUBI ■ LARISSA 
NAIJAR • KHALID KHREIS ■ JAN BARAKAT • NAWAL 
ABDULLAH ■ ALEXANDRA HIRTZEL • CATHY HANNA 


LNDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS 
COMPANY LTD. 

NOTICE FOR BWITATION TO BID FOR 

RUNNING THE CAFETERIA AT PLANT j 

SITE AT ESHIDIYA 

Indo-Jordan Chemicals Co- Ltd. (UQ incites 
quotationsfrom Resourceful Catering Establishments/ 
Contractors to run UC Cafeteria at Eshidiya. 
Interested parties may collect the tender documents 
covering the scope of work and general terms / 

conditions from i 

nr HEAD OFFICE : Manager (A & P ) 

” * — — - ^ mman _ Shmeisani 

Delimon Building 3rd Floor 
Ministry of TradeArea-Amman 
OR 

UC - Plant Site - Eshidiya 
Against payment of JD 10 on or before 28.10.1996 
Bidders shall submit their bids on or before 14.00 Hrs 

Od 10.11.96. I 

BABD K VERGHESE d 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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LONDON (Ri — The 
British Athletic Federa- 
tion (BAF) said Monday 
it wanted to see Britain's 
proposed new national 
stadium built at Wembley 
rather than Manchester. 

“It is our ambition to 
stage major world and 
European events and our 
International colleagues 
tell us London — and in 
particular Wembley with 
its rich spoiling history — 
would have an outstand- 
ing chance in any bidding 
process." BAF executive 
chairman Peier Radford 
said. 

He said a revamped all- 
purpose stadium at Wem- 
bley. the venue for Eng- 
land soccer internationals, 
would enhance the BAF's 
planned bid for the 2001 
world athletics champi- 
onships as well as any 
future Olympic bid by 
London. 

“It would be appropriate 
for the major Olympic 
sport to rekindle interest 
in an Olympic Games in 
London in the opening 
decade of the next millen- 
nium," said radford. 

A final decision on the 
she of the proposed stadi- 
um is expected before the 
end of the year, with Lon- 
don and Manchester- as 
the only two options. 

Manchester, which saw 
its bids for the 1996 and 
2000 Olympic Games 
fail, says Britain's sport- 
ing facilities should be 
redistributed away from 
the capital. 

London claims it is the 
only city in Britain capa- 
ble of staging an event as 
big as the Olympics. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Jafr 
desert. southeast of 
Amman, is set to go down 
in the history books when 
for the first time ever, a 
land-based vehicle will 
travel faster than sound. 

An Antonov plane will 
land Thrust SSC. the jet- 
engine powered car. in Al 
Jafr at 3:30 p.m. local time 
Saturday afternoon. 

The actual attempt (o set 
a new record will be held 
in ihc coming ten days, 
afier u series of trial runs, 
according to Andrew 
Noble, a senior organiser 
of the project whose broth- 
er holds the current world 
record and is (he main dri- 
ving force behind the pro- 
ject! 

Afier months ot hard 
work involving many 
experts. Thrust SSC is 
ready to rewrite Richard 
Noble's own record which 


was set in 1983 and stands 
at 1U 19.44 kph. 

Thrust will attempt to 
reach the speed of 1368 
kph when the M0.00U 
horsepower car, driven by 
British Air Force officer 
Andy Green aims for the 
record books. 

At a press briefing Tues- 
day, Andrew Noble raid 
the Jordan Times that no 
final attempt to set a new 
world record would be 
held in the U.S. as earlier 
announced. 

“We are up against an 
American team as we are 
pan of a big race to estab- 
lish the next world land 
speed record." he said. 

"The American team 
(headed by Richard 
Breedlove) began running 
their car today in Nevada 
and have already achieved 
500 kph. Like us , they 
w ill be attempting to reach 
the same speed in order to 
break the record. Howev- 
er. w e arc going to achieve 


Sabatini future in doubt 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Gabriela Sabatini may announce 
this week she is to retire front women's tennis at 26. 

The .Argentine, plagued by stomach muscle injury recent- 
ly. has called a press conference at Madison Square Garden 
on Thursday. 

Sabatini. who missed the French Open and Wimbledon 
this year, has not won a tournament since January, 1 995. 

Two years ago she was ranked third in the world behind 

Monica Seles and Steffi Graf but has now slipped to 29th. 

In 13 years on the professional circuit she has won 27 
tournaments, including the U.S. Open in 1990. 

Women’s boxing 
backed by WBC chief 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
World Boxing Council 
head Jose Suleiman has 
called' for women boxers to 
be taken seriously — a 
view not shared by all the 
delegates to the council's 
convention this week. 

"We must take female 
boxing seriously and 
analyse it," he said in bis 
opening address on Mon- 
day. “lr seems that women 
are no longer merely Lhe 
main sweetness of the 
world, so we can’t close 
our eyes to women's 
progress in this sport.” 

But Argentine WBC 


FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor 3-bedroom apartment. 
Fully furnished, located off Madina Al-' 1 
Mounawara Street, behind Chinese 
Chen Restaurant. 

For information 
please call: 864852 j 


member Julio Ernesto Vila 
countered: "It’s madness. 
Let's see what they do 
when a woman dies on 
them in the ring.” 

One fan in favour’ is 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem. He welcomed the 
chance for women to show 
their fighting skills in pub- 
lic. “Now women are also 
gening into the ring and 
showing their courage. Not 
just in the bosom of the 
home, where they can get 
us up against the ropes 
occasionally," he said. 

Women's boxing will be 
one of the top issues on 
this week's agenda, along 
with the dangers of spread- 
ing the HIV virus, which 
can lead to AIDS, in the 
ring. 

The expulsion of boxers 
from the WBC for fighting 
in second-rate contests and 
the creation of an official 
ranking for referees will 
also be debated. 


JORDAN DESIGN &TRAPE CENTER CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO ATTEND 



O 


Jordan Design 
I c- Trade Center 


WARMTH & WEAVING 

RUG DESIGNS BY VARIOUS ARTISTS 
this exhibition runs from oct 20 - nov 15 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Td. 609H 1/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7.-00 PM 
|Off Wadi Saqr.i Street. between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 
2nd right after gas station] 


it before they do. This I 
can promise you," noted 
Noble. 

"We have tested the car 
on a very short track in 
England and we have 
already done over 300 
kph. This is the speed at 
which we hope to start at 
in Al Jafr." 

Noble said it would be a 
historic occasion if (he 
record was broken her in 
Jordon adding: "It is an 
honour for us 10 be 
allowed to do this here and 
we are very graceful to His 
Majesty King Hussein for 
his permission and support 
of the project. The onl) 
thing we need now is for 
the weather to be nice to 
us, Inshallah," he said 

Thrust accelerates 4$ kph 
in less than a second with 
twin Rolls Royce Spe\ jet 
engines which propel the 
10 tonne 16 metre-long 
vehicle. 

The Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ). 


the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force and the Royal Jor- 
danian Geographic Centre 
have ail cooperated lo 
make the event a success. 

RACJ will be liming the 
attempt on behalf of the 
international automobile 
association F1A. The 
event will also be closely 
monitored by speed enthu- 
siasts worldwide via the 
Internet. FIA. the Mach 
Club and others. 

According to project 
officials, Al Jafr was cho- 
sen by the head of the pro- 
ject. after scouring three 
continents and visiting 14 
other sites to find suitable 
conditions. 

The (rack is a 16 kilome- 
tres-long stretch of very 
hard, very fiat surface 
which is compacted mud 
and is expected to offer 
much better grip than 
sand. 

Ca.strol have sponsored 
the research and develop- 
ment work for Thrust and 


will be providing lubri- 
cants lor the Rolls Royce 
engines as well as for their 
aluminium alloy wheels 
which will rotate at 8500 
rpm and have a massive 
heat build up. 

Specially designed lubri- 
cants will be used to main- 
tain (he efficiency and 
peak performance of each 
of ihc 1 1 .340 kilogramme 
thrust of the twin jet 
engines . 

The Thrust SSC's con- 
struction is very similar lo 
j supersonic prototype 
lighter. The carbon and 
Aluminium body panels 
will produce an extremely 
stiff structure which will 
preserve its aerodynamic 
shape while experiencing 
the high stress of super- 
sonic flight just 250 mil- 
limetres of the ground. i 


Klinsmann dismisses talk 
of return to England 


LONDON (R) — Germany 
captain Juergen Klinsmann 
ended weeks of speculation 
about his immediate future 
when he said Monday he 
was staying at Bayern 
Munich — and had no 
plans to return to England. 

Asked on BBC Radio's 
European football show 
whether returning to Eng- 
land was a real possibility. 
Klinsmann, voted Eng- 
land's footballer of the year 
for his performances with 
Tottenham in the 1994-95 
season, gave an emphatic 
reply. 

"No, not ar the moment" 
he said. “In' football you 
never know — anything 
can happen. In the last few 
weeks there were a couple 
of rumours going around 
because I had a lew prob- 
lems, I didn't score for a 
couple of weeks and imme- 
diately they stan to criticise 
you. 

“He said he knew Totten- 
ham fans were disappointed 
when he left London after 
only one year, but added: 
“I am also not the kind of 
person who always wants 
to leave a place after one or 


two seasons. 

"I know that people were 
disappointed when I left 
Tottenham, but I explained 
it to the people. And I don’t 
want to do that again. I 
want people to feel I stay 
for a long time, and that is 
what I am going to do in 
Munich.” 

Asked if he could be 
tempted to join a club like 
Manchester United, he 
replied: "Big clubs always 
tempt you in a certain way. 
but I am playing in a very 
big club. 

"J would say Bayern 
Munich is on the level of 
Manchester United, AC 
Milan. Juventus or 
Barcelona, so I am playing 
in one of the best clubs in 
the world — I am happy 
and proud of it.” 

He also revealed he was 
seriously unhappy with 


. Bayern when someone in 
the club leaked details of 
his contract to the media 
recently. 

"There was also specula- 
tion here (about my furure) 
because information was 
given to the public, from 
the club, regarding certain 
clauses in my contract, for 
example that I can leave at 
the end of the season on a 
free transfer. So immediate- 
ly the rumours started. 

“I told the dub I was very 
disappointed that contents 
of my contract were leaked 
to the media and I was very 
critical with a few people 
here but now, it isr‘.in the 
past." ..... 

Klinsmann, who led Ger- 
many to victory in Euro 96 
in England in June, has 
struggled to find his form 
this season and has scored 
only a handful of goals. 


ISUZU TROOPER FOR SALE 

1991, white, excellent condition, 35,000 
km., power steering, central lock, alloy 
wheels, air-condition. Duty unpaid. 

Please contact Ali or As'ad 
Tel: 665357 


A TASTE OF SPAIN 

— : 

AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



EVERY WEDNESDAY YOU WILL SAVOUR OUR SPECIAL 

PAELLA MENU WITH FREE 


SANGRIA 


LIVE 



ENTERTAINMENT. 
FOR RESERVATION PLEASE 
CALL TEL 696511 EXT. 6045-6313 


fo'rte 



GRAND 


P.O.Box 950629 Amman II 110 Jordan Tel 962 6 696511 Fax 962 6 674261 

Forte Grand and le Mfcridien Hotel* & Resorts in the Middle East 
Other properties in your area include Le Meridien Damascus Le Meridien Lattakia. 
Le Mendien Heliopolis. Le M6ridien Cairo & Forte Grand Pyramids 

Tratvl companion of Air France 
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Dostum links truce to 
Taleban leaving Kabul 


GMAZAR-E-SHAREF 
(Agencies) — The Afghan 
faction led by northern war- 
lord Abdul Rashid Dostum 
has demanded the Taleban 
militia leave Kabul saying 
no ceasefire agreement 
would be reached otherwise, 
his chief spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

“If the Taleban do not 
agree to our terms and do not 
leave Kabul thev will be 
responsible for future fight- 
ing.” Mohammad Yousef 
told reporter^ 

“We have found evidence 
that foreign trainers are sup- 
porting the Taleban to con- 
tinue the war. but I do not 
want to name the country 
which is interfering” he 
added. 

Mr. Yousef said the faction 
wants a U.N. peacekeeping 
force for Kabul or the pres- 
ence of another neutral force. 

He warned the Taleban that 
attacks on territory held by 
General Dostum would lead 
to retaliation. 

Mr. Yousef said the 
Supreme Council for the 
Defence of Afghanistan 
( SCDA ) supports the intro- 
duction of a U.N. peace- 
keeping force for Kabul or 
the presence of a neutral 
force that had not been 
involved in any fighting. 

Forces loyal to ousted 
Afghan government chief 
Ahmad Shah Masood were 
fighting their way towards 
the strategic Khair Khana 
Pass on Tuesday on the main 
road into the Afghan capi- 
tal. 

“We have orders to move 
forward and take the pass,” 
Sabir, one of Mr. Masood’s 
commanders in the frontline 
village of Hussein Kol 15 
kilometres north of Kabul, 
told reporters. 

He said fighting overnight 
had dislodged Taleban 
forces from the west side of 
the pass but said the Taleban, 
who captured Kabul late last 
month, still controlled the 
main road. 

Other Masood fighters said 


the Taleban. a kilometre 
south of the command post 
had two tanks up on the hill. 

A shell crashed a few 
metres behind Mr. Sabir’s 
control post, sending up a 
large cloud of yellow dust. 
One of his tanks made a 
deafening reply. 

On the other side of the 
front-line. Reuters corre- 
spondent Patrick de 
Noirmont reported earlier on 
Tuesday that Taleban fighters 
poured rockets into positions 
held by Mr. Masood to the 
north and in villages to the 
west. 

Doubt about where the 
frontline is on maps has led 
to confusion over whether 
Hussein Kot was in Mr. 
Masood’s or Taleban hands. 

Some locals said the name 
applied to a string of villages 
along the road, parts of 
which may be held by each 
side. 

Morale was high among 
Mr. Masood’s forces. 

“Perhaps we will take 
Khair Khana tonight." said 
Faisal Ahmad, IS. wearing a 
long brown shirt over his 
combat trousers and leaning 
on a rocket-propelled 
grenade launcher. 

~ The pass is important 
because it would give Mr. 
Masood’s Jamiat-e-Islami 
army command of the 
heights along the main road 
into Kabul. 

Mr. Masood made a light- 
ning advance against the 
Taleban last week, pushing 
the militia back down 
through the flat territory 
south of the crucial Salang 
Pass. 

But this week, attempts to 
negotiate a ceasefire and the 
Taleban's strong positions in 
a further cluster of moun- 
tains north of Kabul have 
slowed Mr. Masood down. 

Further up the road beyond 
the command post, smoke 
rose from the charred wreck- 
age of a Mercedes bus. hit by 
a rocket earlier on Tuesday 
morning. 

‘Two boys were badly 


wounded, said Mahmoud 
Hojon. a doctor at a crum- 
bling field hospital in 
Hussein Kol He said the 
other passengers had man- 
aged to escape the bus when 
a rocket landed nearby min- 
utes earlier. 

The doctor said a total of 
12 people had been wounded 
overnight but he knew of no 
dead. 

Dostum spokesman 
Yousef, meanwhile, warned 
that if the Taleban attack 
“areas in the north” the 
nonhem forces would 
respond. . 

This is the first time than 
Gen. Dostum has directly 
accused the Taleban of hav- 
ing foreign sponsors or 
announced the exact demand 
for a ceasefire. 

The announcement came 
after a four-hour meeting of 
the SCDA during which rep- 
resentatives were elected for 
the council from all Afghan 
provinces. 

The Supreme Council, 
which is headed by Gen. 
Dostum. includes Mr. 
Masood, Mohammad Karim 
Khalili, chief of Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahdat faction, and 
Pir Sayed Gailani. head of 
his National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan. 

The SCDA meeting — 
held in the 19th century Qala 
Janghi Fort 15 kilometres 
west of here — was attend- 
ed by Gen. Dostum, his 
deputy Abdul Rahman. Haji 
Mohammad Moqek, a 
Wahdat official, and Hamid 
Gailani. son of Pir Gailani. 

Mr. Yousef said that 153 
delegates from Afghanistan's 
31 provinces were elected, 
including members for areas 
under the Taleban control. 

The delegates include Haji 
Abdul Qadeer, former gover- 
nor in eastern Jalalabad and 
Ismael Khan, former gover- 
nor of HeraL 

Sources close to Gen. 
Dostum said that a Taleban 
withdrawal from Kabul was 
not expected. 



Afghan Taleban fighters prepare rockets to be launched towards the positions of ousted 
Afghan military chief Ahmad Shah Masood in the village of Hussein Kot. 18 kilometres 
north of Kabul I Reuters photo) 


Israelis kill 2 Palestinians 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — Israeli sol- 
diers shot and killed a Palestinian near here 
Tuesday a day after Palestinians accused 
Jewish settlers of killing another man in the 
same area. Palestinian sources said. 

■Witnesses said Abdullah Abdul Raouf. 19. 
was shot and killed during a confrontation 
with Israeli soldiers in the village of Sinjil 
north of RamaJIah. 

The shooting occurred during protests in 
the village over the shooting death late 
Monday of another Palestinian on a road 
used by Jewish settlers. 

Ramallah hospital officials said that man. 
Fathi Ali Ai Sahuri, 43, died from a gunshot 
wound to the head. Palestinian sources said 
Sahuri was driving his car near the settle- 
ment of Ofra north of Ramallah when set- 
tiers opened fire on him from a white car 
with an Israeli license plate. A passenger in 
the car was injured bv bullet fragments, 
hospital officials said. 

The deaths were the first around Ramallah 
since unprecedented clashes late last month 
between Israeli soldiers and Palestinian 
police and protestors left more than SO 
dead across die Palestinian territories. 

The latest violence began in Ramallah 
when Israeli soldiers fired on protestors 
outside the town. 

Tuesday's violence came as Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat arrived in the city to 
prepare for a visit by French President 
Jacques Chirac the next day. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli was shot at, pre- 
sumably by Palestinians., while driving out- 


side jhe self-rule area of Jenin, north of 
Ramallah. 

The army said it was searching the area on 
Tuesday after the Israeli reported at an army 
checkpoint outside the city the night before 
that he had beeen shot aL showing bullet, 
holes in his car. 

Settlers dumb tea on Dayan 

A Jewish settler tossed scalding tea in the 
face of a Labour Party member of parlia- 
ment Tuesday during a fact-finding mission 
to Hebron. 

Yael Dayan was being i nterv jewed by 
Palestinian journalists when she was 
attacked by a man wearing a skullcap, wit- 
nesses said. 

"A man wearing a kippa came up to me 
and asked if I wanted a cup of tea then he 
threw the scalding tea at my face,” she said. 

Ms. Dayan said she suffered light to mod- 
erate bums on her face and chest “but 
there’s no reason to worry about mv 
health.” 

Police briefly detained the attacker but 
then released him, drawing protests from 
members of Ms. Dayan’s delegation. 

Hebron has been the scene of almost daily 
protests in recent days by settlers and other 
Israeli right-wingers opposed to any Israeli 
withdrawal from the city, which under the 
1995 Oslo peace accords is due to be hand- 
ed over to the Palestinian self-rule govern- 
ment. 


Tunisian investigator in 
Belgium for Cools case 


Bosnian Serb leader 
signs oath of allegiance 


Yemen sets deadline for 
diplomat’s kidnappers 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — A Tunisian examining magistrate 
arrived in the eastern Belgian city of Liege on Tuesday to 
continue his probe into the muider of Belgium’s former 
Deputy Prime Minister Andre Cools. 

Noureddine Ben Ayed was leading a preliminary investi- 
gation into the murder, for which two Tunisians — Abdul 
Majid Almi and Abdul Jelil Ben Brahim — have been 
charged. The pair were arrested in Tunisia on Oct. 2. 

Cools was gunned down in a Liege suburb on July 18. 
1991 outside the home of his girlfriend, who was seri- 
ously wounded in the attack. 

Seven other people are currently being detained in 
Belgium in connection with the case. They include for- 
mer Minister Alain Van Der BiesL who has denied accusa- 
tions that he ordered the assassination. 

Mr. Van der Biest and five of his aides were arrested in 
September. A seventh man, Jachino Centrino, was arrest- 
ed on Monday and is accused of having checked out the 
scene ahead of the killing. 

Asked in a television interview whether the two suspect- 
ed killers had named any of the Belgian suspects during 
interrogation, Mr. Ben Ayed replied: “Yes, they gave me 
some names.” 

But the magistrate declined together any further informa- 
tion on the progress of his inquiry. 

“Nothing been ruled out. All hypotheses remain plausi- 
ble. even a fundamentalist link.” he said, referring to the 
possibility that extremists may have been behind the 
killing. 

Tunisian judicial authorities said earlier this month that 
members of fundamentalist networks in Belgium could be 
implicated in Cools’ assassination, without stipulating in 
what way. 

However, that theory does not fit with the statements 
given so far by the chief suspects. 

After their arrest. Altni. 19, and Ben Brahim, 26, said 
they had been recruited by “a man of European national- 
ity-” 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb leader Momcilo 
Krajisnik signed an oath of 
allegiance to Bosnia on 
Tuesday at the inaugural ses- 
sion of the country’s newly 
elected collective presidency. 

Mr. Krajisnik signed die 
oath which his Muslim and 
Croat partners in the top rul- 
ing body signed earlier this 
month, said a Western jour- 
nalist present during the brief 
ceremony in Sarajevo. 

Muslim presidency mem- 
ber Alija Izetbegovic and his 
Croat counterpart Kresimir 
Zubak also agreed with Mr. 
Krajisnik to meet again twice 
within the next 10 days. One 
of these meetings will be in a 
Serb-controlled part of the 
city. 

Since being elected in last 
month's general elections the 
collective presidency has 
failed to meet because of dis- 
agreements over where and 
when the ruling body should 
convene. 

• U.S. warns Serbs 

The United States, acknowl- 
edging a decision to postpone 
municipal elections in Bosnia, 
warned the Bosnian Serbs 
Tuesday to cooperate with the 
Organisation of Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) in otganising the 


vote next year or face interna- 
tional isolation. 

The State Department also 
recognised that the decision 
by the OSCE to postpone the 
local poll would be taken into 
account when North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
decides whether to keep 
troops in Bosnia. 

“This decision to postpone 
the municipal elections cer- 
tainly is a factor in the ongo- 
ing NATO study to determine 
what kind of follow-on secu- 
rity presence if any will be 
required post in 1997." 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

The LIS. response came 
after Robert Frowick. the 
OSCE's representative in 
Bosnia. announced in 
Sarajevo that the municipal 
vote scheduled for Nov. 23 
and 24 would be postponed 
until next year due to “con- 
tinuing political problems" in 
Bosnia 

The Bosnian Serb leader- 
ship has openly challenged 
the right of the OSCE to 
supervise the local elections 
in territory they control. 
"Rather than holding the elec- 
tions under these circum- 
stances. we respect the 
OSCE's decision to postpone 
them,” Mr. Bums said. 


Pentagon notifying 20,000 of possible chemical exposure 


HINGTON (AFP) — The 
Pentagon said Tuesday it 
was notifying 20.000 Gulf 
war soldiers that they may 
have been exposed to chem- 
ical weapons released in the 
demolition of an Iraqi muni- 
tions dump. 

The soldiers were within a 
50 kilomeire radius of the 
Kamisiyah munitions dump 
in southern Iraq when U.S. 
troops inadvertently 

destroyed chemical 

weapons stored there. 
Pentagon spokesman 
KennethBbacon said. 

"We are in the process of 
notifying approximately 
20.000 soldiers who either 
participated in the destruc- 


tion of Iraqi munitions at 
Kamisiyah in March of 
1991 or were in the vicini- 
ty,” Mr. Bacon said. 

The Pentagon first gave an 
initial estimate of 150 to 
400 soldiers possibly 
exposed. But Mr. Bacon 
said earlier this month the 
figure would “certainly” be 
more than 15,000, encom- 
passing two sites destroyed 
separately on March 4 and 
March 10. 1991- 

As a further potential 
embarrassment for the 
Pentagon, the New York 
times reported on Saturday 
that U.S. military comman- 
ders during the Gulf war 
ignored data that unprotect- 


ed U.S. troops were 
exposed to chemicals. 

The times, citing a Czech 
array officer, said Czech 
detection teams operating in 
northern Saudi Arabia in 
1991 were convinced that 
nerve gas detected in the 
early days of the conflict 
came from Iraqi chemical 
plants that the U.S. forces 
had bombed. 

The question has become 
an emotional one because 
more than 20,000 soldiers 
of the war report suffering 
from a variety of ailments 
known collectively as Gulf 
war syndrome. 

Studies have concluded 
that the symptoms do not 


have a single cause, but the 
discovery more than five 
years after the fact that U.S. 
troops may have been 
exposed to low levels of 
nerve gas has shaken that 
conclusion. 

The Pentagon bad come 
under growing criticism 
from Gulf war veterans, 
U.S. newspaper editorials, 
and a presidential panel for 
its reluctant release of infor- 
mation about possible nerve 
gas exposure. 

But Mr. Bacon has dis- 
missed suggestions that the 
intention was to put off the 
results until after the U.S. 
presidential elections Nov. 
5. 


SANAA (Agencies) — Yemen on Tuesday told members 
of a tribe whc? kidnapped a French diplomat to free him by 
Wednesday night or else be attacked by security forces, a 
senior government official said. 

The deadline, announced by Abdul Wali Al Shumairi. 
governor of Maarib, ends on Wednesday midnight (2100 
GMT). The diplomat is being kept in the Maarib area by 
several members of the Touayman tribe who seized him in 
the capital Sanaa on Monday. 

“After midnight Wednesday, our forces will occupy the 
homes of the Jihm tribe,” the governor said. 

“We do not fear for the life of the hostage. The kidnap- 
pers won’t dare try anything because we’ve arrested 
dozens of members of their tribe,” Mr. Shumairi said. “We 
will carry out more arrests right up until the deadline.’’ 

He said the authorities had ruled out any negotiation of 
the demands made by the Jihra tribe until the diplomat kid- 
napped from Sanaa is freed. The leader of the kidnappers 
was named as Mubarak Al Moushann Al Zaedi. 

“Security authorities arrested IS members of the Al 
Touayman tribe to put pressure on the abductors." a secu- 
rity official told Reuters. 

"Most of the arrests were made in Maarib. a few in 
Sanaa,” he added. 

Security' officials said on Monday the kidnappers took the 
diplomat to the province of Maarib. 170 kilometres north 
of Sanaa, but later said they were still trying to determine 
the location where he is being held. 

Governor Shumairi had said the diplomat's car had been 
spotted in Maarib by local police before they were 
informed of his abduction. 

No details were available on the identity of the diplomat. 

The Touayman tribe earlier this month hijacked the car of 
Yemen’s minister of agriculture and kidnapped his driver in 
Sanaa. The minister was not in the car at the time. The dri- 
ver was beaten up and later set free. 

The tribe demanded then that the government provide it 
with water pumps and drilling equipment for wells in 
Maarib. 

In recent years, tribes in Yemen with grievances against 
the government or foreign oil firms have kidnapped tourists 
or foreigners for use as bar gainin g chips. 

At least two diplomats, an American and a Saudi ambas- 
sador, have been among the kidnap victims. 

The tribes’ demands have usually involved land or water 
issues, and have rarely been political There have been no 
reported casualties from the abductions. 

In January, members of a tribe kidnapped 17 elderly 
French tourists in Maarib who were later released. 

Leaders of the Jihm tribe in the Maarib region were also 
involved in mediation efforts to win the release of the 
diplomat. 

The diplomat was reported to be "in good health and 
treated well by his captors" in eastern Yemen, the police 
officer added. 

Many security forces have surrounded the kidnappers 
but we have not wanted to attack in order to protect the 
diplomat’s life.” an official told AFP. 

He said that the kidnappers wanted, to force the govern- 
ment to compensate them for homes that were damaged or 
destroyed in floods this year. 


Iraqi law 

permits 

private 

sector 

exports, 

imports 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
said Tuesday that parlia- 
ment has drafted a law 
allowing businessmen to 
export products and import 
raw material needed to 
revive paralysed industries 
despite U.N. sanctions 
against such trade. 

Under the law. which 
President Saddam Hussein 
must approve, businessmen 
and “industrialists will be 
able for the first time since 
1990 to export 51 prod- 
ucts.” the official Al 
Jumhuriyah newspaper 
said. 

The products include 
horses, wool leather, mar- 
ble. ceramics, rugs, and 
leather clothing, mineral 
water and works by Iraqi 
writers. 

“Iraqi industrialists mean- 
while can import narural 
resources and equipment 
needed to develop existing 
projects and create new pro- 
jects.” the daily said. 

The embargo on trade and 
oil which the United 
Nations adopted after the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait has spurred smug- 
gling which has helped the 
Iraqi economy survive. 

The chairman of the 
Union of Iraqi Industries. 
Adnan Al Qodsi. told AFP 
that “this draft law will 
allow industrialists to 
import natural resources 
needed to revive their facto- 
ries. which have been paral- 
ysed for years. 

The draft law is in line 
with President Saddam's 
recommendations for 
encouraging the private sec- 
tor “despite the conditions 
created by the embargo.” 
More than SO per cent of 
factories have been paral- 
ysed by the embargo. 

Italy to open office 

Italy has agreed to open an 
interests section in Baghdad 
in a step toward normalising 
diplomatic relations which 
Iraq broke- during the 1991 
Gulf war. official sources 
said Tuesday. 

“Italian diplomat Cesare 
Regaglini is expected in the , 
next few days to head his 
country’s interests section," 
visiting Italian diplomat 
Antonio Loche said in 
remarks published in Iraq's 
official Al Jumhuorah 
newspaper. 

Mr. Loche, who held talks 
Monday with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz to brief 
him on Rome’s decision, 
said the “Hungarian 
embassy in Baghdad will 
house the interests section." 

A well-informed Iraqi 
source said Baghdad has 
decided to send a diplomat 
to preside over an Iraqi 
interests section in Rome. 

Baghdad broke diplomat- 
ic relations with Rome after 
the Gulf war began in 
January 1991. Italy was part 
of the U.S.-led coalition 
which drove Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait in the war. The 
head of the foreign relations 
department in the Iraqi par- 
liament, Saad Qassem 
Hammoudi, said: “Rome's 
decision is a step in the right 
direction to prepare for nor- 
malisation between the two 
countries.” “We welcome 
this decision." he added. 

An Italian foreign min- 
istry delegation travelled to 
Baghdad in February to 
visit the Italian embassy 
buildings which have been 
closed for the past five 
years. 

Egyptian. French. 

Jordanian. Spanish and 
Sudanese delegations have 
visited Iraq since Baghdad 
signed an oil-for-food deal 
with the United Nations on 
May 20. 

The agreement, which has 
not yet been implemented, 
allows Baghdad to export 
$2 billion worth of oil every 
six months to buy food and 
medicine as well as defray 
U.N. costs and pay for war 
reparations, but under strict 
control 



Oscar-winning 
figures returned 


NEW YORK (R) — Wallace 
and Gromit, two plasticine 
figures that starred in last 
year’s Oscar-winning short A 
Close Shave, were returned 
to their creator Monday after 
being left in the trunk of a 
taxi CAer the weekend. 
British creator Nick Park said 
Wallace and his dog Gromit 
were returned Monday morn- 
ing by the taxi driver who 
drove pork to his Manhattan 
hotel Saturday when he 
arrived in New York for a 
publicity tour. “I couldn't 
believe it." Mr. Park (old 
Reuters television. “He didn’t 
seem to want to stick around. 

I shook his hand, offered him 
an award, but he wouldn't 
hear of it.” Mr. Park, who 
described (he unidentified 
cab driver &«* "Extremely 
decent," said he thought he 
would never again see ihe 
original Wallace and Gromit 
figures on their red motorcy- 
cle and sidecar after leaving 
them in a case in the trunk of 
the taxi. A porter at the hotel 
failed to notice the case in the 
cab’s trunk and the driver 
drove away with them. Mr. 
Park said he spent the rest of 
the weekend calling police 
precincts and taxi companies, 
faxing them drawings of the 
23-centimeire figures, among 
the besL-loved animated 
screen stars in Britain and the 
United Stares. The puppets 
have starred in such hit short 
films as The Wrong Trousers, 

A Grand Day Out. and A 
Close Shave, which won an 
Oscar in 1996 for best ani- 
mated short film. 

Degeneres to host 
1997 Grammies 

NEW YORK (R) — 

Comedian Ellen Degeneres 
will host the Grammy 
Awards in 1997. when the 
music awards ceremony 
returns to New York City, the 
National Academy of 
Recording Arts and Sciences 
announced Monday. The 
event will take place on Feb. 

26 at the Madison Square 
Garden arena. Degeneres. 
nominated for an Emmy 
Award for hosting last year’s 
Grammies. stars in the televi- 
sion situation comedy Ellen. 
This fall, the show’s creators 
teased viewers and the media 4 
with hints chat her character 
would reveal herself to be a 
lesbian. "I'm very, very’ 
proud to announce that I wifi 
be coming out..." she said in 
a taped statement shown at a 
news conference Monday, 
allowing a dramatic pause. 

“to New York.'' 

Magazine ‘curse* 
hits celebrity 

LONDON i AFP) — The 
“curse” of Hello! celebrity 
magazine has struck an 
English earl and countess 
who were threatened by 
armed burglars in their luxu- 
ry London home days after it 
featured in the magazine, it 
emerged Tuesday. The rob- 
bery was the latest in a series 
of ^ misfortunes that have 
befallen the rich and the 
famous who have agreed to 
be interviewed by the glossy 
weekly. The Duke, and * 
Duchess of York split up after 
being featured in the maga- 
zine, as did supermodel 

Helena Christensen and 
boyfriend Michael 

Hutchence of the Australian 
rock group Inxs. and Rolling 
Stone Bill Wyman and 
Mandy Smith. Will Carling, 
former England rugby cap- 
lain and former close" friend 
of Princess Diana, also 
appeared in Hello! with his 
then wife Julia. The couple’s 
divorce came through last 
summer. On Tuesday, the 
Eari and Countess of Dudley 
were recovering from the 
robbery at their Vic tori an 
home in the exclusive 
Kensington area of London. 

The 76-_veur-old earl and his 
wife. Maureen Swanson — 
the former 1 950s film star — 
were held at knifepoint and 
locked in a room after dis- Jt' 
turbing the pair of intruders */- 
°n Sunday night. The bur- 
glars escaped with a quantity 
of jewellery. The crime came 
just eight days after the cou- 
ple posed together in the 
house for the magazin. 


